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| DEDICATION. 
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T © 


„ „ 1 * „ „„ 4 „ * 


AN INTIMATE FRIEND OF 


MRS ROWE. 


0 K MADAM, 

IF theſe pious Meditations, of jo ſublime 
# r genius, ſhould be inſcribed te any 
"ws there is nome but your's muſt have 
Pood in the front of them.—That long and 


43 Teuer, intimacy of friend/hip, with aubich 
you. delighted io bonour ber, that bigh 


Feen am Veneration you are Pleaſed 40 


2 2 pay 


* 9 = 


| by vo DEDICATION. | 


pay her memory, and the facred likenefs 
and ſympathy between two kindred ſouls, 


1 abſolutely determine where this reſpect if * 
ſoould be paid. | 

| Be/i des, Madam, you well know. that 
oo ſome copies out of theſe papers have been 
| y6ur 0007 ſeveral years by the gift of the | 


deceaſed ; and the fawour* you hawe done 

me lately by your permiſſion to peruſt them, 
Tias alliſted the correftron of theſe Manu- 
'  Fferipts, and wouldadd another reaſon to fup- | YJ 


@drritted this piece of juſtice. 


Eo | now , Madam, our tenderneſs N in- | . | 
dulgence to every thing Mrs. Heave tas WW»: 
written, cannot *with-hold your J uaa vent 1 


from fſect ing eme of ber expreſii ns to be "| 
E title 100 rapturous, and too near GR! 7 75 


* 
aa 7 
+” & 


port this inſcription of them, if your fear of Wi 
aſſuming too much honour could but have *7< 


DEDICATION. y 


Ve language of the myſtic auriters ; yet 
our piety and candour will take no "ſuch 
eee as to prevent your beſt improvement 
1 them in all that is diuine and holy; and 
'Y Way your retired hours find ſuch happy 
8 Vfances and elevations hereby, that you 
iy commence the joys of angels and of bleſ- 
e /pirits beforehand. 


And when your valuable life bas been 
org extended amidſt all the temporal 
1 Beings you enjoy," and the chriſtian 
irtues you practiſe, may you at the call of 
7 9 Pod find a gentle diſiniſſion from mortality, 
F und aſcend on high to meet your -decenſed 
riend in paradiſe, Nor can ] ſuppoſe that 
| 3 * of the inhabitants of that bli Hul region 
ill fooner recognize your glorify'd ſpirit, or 

goil ſalute your firſt appearance there wvith 
* more tender ſenſe of mutual ſatigfuction. 
ere may you join with your beloved Phi» 
AS lomela, 


* 


BY vi DEDICATION. 


lomela, i in paying 3 e in ox. 
1 | a alted and unknown forms, to ber God, and 
|. our God; and may the harmony of the J 
E | Place be affifted by your united ſongs to Jeſu, * 

our common Saviour } 


T am, 


MADAM, 


With great fimeerity and eftcem, 
Your moft faithful, aud 


obedient ſervant, 


Fee Sg | I. WATTS. 4 


e EP 


4444044444441 LL 


PREFACE. 


—— 


E admirable Author of theſe devo- 
tional papers has been in high efleem 
a the ingenious and polite, fince fo 
4 any excellent fruits of ber pen, both in 
1 . and proſe, have appeared in public. 
Ve cvas early honoured under the feigned 
F ame of Philomela, before the world was 
I. vel to know Mrs. Elizabeth Singer, 
be name drawn from ber family, or that 
8 ; "Mrs. Rowe, which ſhe acquired by mar. 
#4 1agge. 2 
1 Though many of her auritings that were if 
abliſbed in her life-time diſcover a pious 
74 bea venſy temper, and a warm zeal 
r religion and virtue; yet ſhe choſe to con- 
Wy 4 te Devotions of her heart till ſhe was 
| A 4 _ 00 


got beyond the 9 . — applauſe on 

mortals, Twas engugh that God, aubom e 
1 Joe loved with ardent and ſupreme alfec- « 
| rien, was Witneſs to all her ſecret ant in 4 ! 
E 8) tenſe breathings after him. 12 
1 In February loft be <was pleaſed to calilf . 
7 her out of our world, and take her to bimſelf. Wo 


Some time after her deceaſe theſe manu. A 
ſeripts were tranſmitted to me, ail incleſed in 
a ſheet of paper, and directed to me at New. 
Ingto by her oxn hand: in the miſt of if 
denn I ound ber letter, which entreaicl if 
me to review them, and commit then 1 
the preſs. This letter I hawe thought ne- 
ceſſury to ſhe to the award, not fo much to . 
diſcover my right to publiſh" theſe papers, i 
A lo let the reader ſee ſomething more cf pA - 
Hat bely and heavenly character which ſhe 1 
maintamed in an e NI, Korg mm 

Ii and death. | by 
7¹5 noav almoſt thirty years ago e 4% 
evas honoured with her arquarntance, u ner 
could ber great modefly concea! all her ji ſbin- | 
ing graces and accompliſhments ; ; but it 1 
\ Pot 72 7 P. ovince to give a particular ac. 2 
5 con 


4 


"> 


 » 
137 


7 
3 
N 


* 1 
RX 


'% 


ount of this excellent « avoman, Tho has 
efſed and adorned our nation and our age. 
expect her temper, her conduct, and her 
'rtue, will be- ſet in a juſt and pleaſing 


1 bt among the memoirs of ber life, by ſome 
2 ear relations, to whom the- care of ber 
oetical pieces, and ber familiar letters, is 
EF o-mitted. | 

Ss 7 heſe dewout Exerciſes are animated , 


4 rwith ſuch fire as ſeems to ſpeak the langnage 


Wf holy paſſion, and di iſcovers them to be the 
Hates of ber heart; and thoſe ah avere 


favoured with her chief iutimacy will moſt 


Vreadily believe it. The le, I confeſs, ts 


8 i/ed above that of common meditation or 
2 Vleloguy; but let it be remembered ſhe was 
eo common chriſtian. As ber virtues vere 
lime, fo her genius <vas bright and ſpark- 

ing, and the wivacity of her imagination 


0 had a tincture of the muſe almoft from her 


2 4 
"XL 
4 
0 x 
1 
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gcbilabood. This made it natural to her to 
enpreſo the inward fentiments of her ſoul 
in more exalied language, and to paint her 
aun ideas in metaphor and rapture near 


4 2 Hin to the —_— * lech. ny 
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PREFACE. 


be reader will hear find a ſpirit wel „ 
ling in Reb, elevated into divine tranſi Von 
ports congenial to thoſe of angels and — e1 
died minds. Her intenſe love to her Gall ® 0 
hindles at every hint, and tranſcends the pu 
limits of mortality. Tſcarce ever met with 4 
any devotional writings<echich give us an a 


example of a foul, at ſpecial ſeaſons, fo far 1 6. 


raijed above every thing that is not immor- 4 | 
tal and divine. . © * #7 
Yet ſhe is conſcious of ber frailties too: '* 
foe ſometimes confeſſes ber folly and her zal 90 9 hy 
ia the fight of God, in the moſt affecting i 
languade of deep humiliation. 'Tis with . 
a pathetic ſenfibility of ber <veakneſs, and 


iu the ſtrongeſt language of ſeif-di iſplacency, | T4 


ſhe bewwails ber effences againſt her Creator | *. 7 
and Redeemer ; and in her intervals Ul 

darkneſs, ſhe wents her painful complaints * 
aud mourmings for the aer of her . * 


_eft and beſt Beloved. 


Let it. be objerwed, that it was 8 the | | 
te afhion, . wen among fome divines of emi- | 3 
nence, in former years, to expreſs the Fer- 4 
vour of devout love to our Saviour in the 


I» 4 A q 
91 3 


. of the Song of Solomon : : ins 1 muſt 
one, that ſeveral of my. compoſures i in 
Perſe, written in younger life, avere led by 
Wo examples unwarily into this track. 
Put if may be permitted to ſpeak the ſenſe 
nature age, I can hardly think this the 
WP appicht language in which chriflians ſhould 
generally diſcover their warm ſentiments 
Peireligion, fince the clearer and more ſpir i- 
aal revelations of the New. Teſtament. 
et /ill it muſt be owned, there are ſome 
Puls favoured path ſuch beautifying viſits 
1 3 rom heaven, and raptured with ſuch a 
L Fame of divine afßfection, as more power ful- 
J engages all animal nature in ibeir dewo- 
ons, and canſtrain them to ſpeak their pu- 
ag Fel and moft Spiritual exerciſes in ſuch pa- 
1 betic and tender expreſſions as may be per- | 
erſely profancd by an unboly conſtruction. 1 


Aid the bias and propenſity toward this J 
Mile is yet ftronger, where early impreſſions J 
iet have been made on the heart by de- : 

out writings of this finds. [ 

It Gould be remembered alſo, 3 is | 
rofl hing to be Found here which riſes above : J 


90a 7 
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our ideas; here are none of thoſe ab/uril fe, 
and incomprehenſible phraſes which ami an 
the ear with ſounding vanity, and hold rea- . 
fon in ſavereign contempt: here are = as 
viſionary ſcenes of wild extravagance, n\ bl 
affeftations of the tumid and unmeaning 
Style, which ſpreads a glaring confuſion . 
over the underfanding ; 3 nothing that leads br 
the reader into the region of thoſe myſtical! = 
ſhadows and darkneſs which abound in the I Ve. 
Romiſh awriters, under the pretence of re- 4 Vo- 
fined light and ſublime ecflaſy. Nor is the Min 


character of this ene author 10 be 4 e1 


hade been 7 times ogy on ſuch yore” of | 5 
Meditations. © ; 4 

T knew it bath been ſaid, that this lan- 7 
guage M rapture, addreſſed to the Deity, | . 
but a new track given to the flow ef the 2 7 
fo fier poabers, oy the diſappointment ii 4 


iy «want of a proper object and opportunity = 

zo fix thoſe tenter paffions : but this cannot 1 ö 
be allowed to be the caſe here ; for as Mrs. 
Rowe had been ſought early by ſeveral if . 


ä fo ſbe ſpent ſeveral Jears of 9 
775 


*** 
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3 an of fach ee ee and fuch 
'Y Gr cumflances, that be was well fitted to be 
bartner of ber joys and cares. 


en mmputce to injuries and ill treatment 
4 the marriage ſtate, awoereby the ſame of- 

4 crions are weaned from an undeſerving 
jc, and poured out in amorous language 


( Pon aud di- 
on an object ſupremely worthy 1 


; wa But neither has this reproach any, 
etence in the preſent caſe: that happy 
2 at they preſerved an uncommon anmitys 
2 mutual ſatigfaction, ſo long as Provi- 
mce favonred him æuith life Tis ſuf- 


5 
11 
7 
1 
1 


, "VR 


"1 prs there is no ſecret panting. after a mon- 
bove in the language o devotion and, 
. 

Vor ont cam it be objefed, thati it was any 
a and pee wiſbneſß towards other 
2185s #31714, heut bevy that taught ber to 
ref, berſeif with ſuc content of the 
things 


I iow alſo that this ſoft and paſſionate 
8: of religicus meditation has ſome times 


J hir had ſouls ſo near a-kin to each other, 


a evident then, that in theſe media. 


1 


lv reer 


things of mortality, and. all the gay and 

tempting ſcenes of the preſent Rate : ſ 
a,, by no means ſour and moroſe, and out pb. 
of humour with the avorld, nor <with Jer 44 
acquaintance that dwelt in it: fhe often . 
converſed freely with the gay and the great, 
and was in high efteem among perfons 7 * 
rank and honour. But honour and rank I 0 
among mortals, awith all the ſcenes of gaitty| a ic 
and greatneſs, eavhere little deſpicable and 4A 
forgotten things, awhile in her devout mo- he 
ments ber eye and ber heart vere fixed en * 
God, the ſupreme original 10 all excellence 1 
and all honour. . * 

In common life ſhe was affable and 

friendly with perſons of every rauk and de- 
gree; and in her latter years, as ſbe drew 1 * 
nearer to bearven, if ſhe avoided any i Lo 
it cas grandeur and public appearances on 
earth. But ſhe never ſo concealed and a. 

Aracted berſelf from "the ſociety of any if 4 
ber fellow creatures, as to deſpije the mean- b. , 
eft of ber ſpecies. She aua ever kind and 3 
compaſſionate to the diſtreſſed, and large 
liberal to the indigent, Nor did ſhe neglect) 0 


en 


} 


[3 1 4 * A 


E. xv 


he daily duties of human life under a vain 
mavination that ſhe mowved in a hither 


: 
\ ere, aud Was Jer apPicaty exalted above 1 
1 

„ In ſbort, there is nothing in theſe papers 
can Juſily ſupport any ſuch fort of cen- WM 


ircs, though men ef corrupt minds. may 
oder ihe Bible itſelf with flander and ri- 
icule. Let all ſuch readers fland aloof, 
ror touch the facred leaves, tft they erer 
Ven. 
Though there is not one complete copy of 
erſes among ft all theſe tranſports of her 
- Pol, yer ſhe ever carried with her a reliſh 
13 even into her ſacred. retirements. 
$ometimes ſhe ſprings her flight from a line 
N of Terſe, which her memory had im- 
54 upon her heart: ſometimes from the 
e of her religious elevations ſbe lights 
zo upon a feau lines of ſome modern poet; 


ren Herbert, as well as Milton, &c. though | 
“*, but ſeldom ſbe cites their names. At 

er times the werjes ſeem to be the effuficn | 
ber 0403 rapturous thoughts in ſudden me- 
1 4 and meire; ora leaft J know not | 


whence 
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whence the lines are copied: but foe 1700 
Frequently does me the. honour to make uſe * 
of ſome of my writings in verſe in theſe holy if 
meditations of ber beart. Blefed be that Wiſe 
God, who has ſo favoured any thing wy pen 
could produce, as to aff /o ſublime a devo- 4 
f 202. 9 - 
From the dif irent appearance of the pa. 1 
per and ink in ſome of theſe pieces, as well 7 
as from the early tranſcripts of jeveral of if 
them among ber friends, tis evident ol 
avere Written in ber ycunger days; others | 4 1 
are of. a much later original, though. there 2 5 
2s but one that bears a date, and that i; 4 
April 30, 1735. They ſeem to have been 
penned at ſpecial ſeaſons and occaſions 
throughout the courſe of her life. A 3 
of them bear the corrections or additions a 
her own pen, which diſcovers itſelf oy af 
little difference of the hand-avritine. „ 
Though ſhe vas never tempted away | 
from our common chriftianity, inſo bye 4 . 
ſpignable apoſtacies q the. age, yet I an s 
evell informed from many baude, that in 
her latter years ſbe entered x With more Zalli 


and | a 4 


L 


＋ 


F FREFACE xvii 
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Z afeftion into ſome of the peculiar doc- 
e, the goſpel: and tis evident that 
e theſe dewotional pieces have a more 
Mergelic turn than others, and probably 


; C % thoſe were compoſed on correted in 
= /2!ter part of life. 7. he oppoſition. 
dich has of late been made to ſome of 
. / truths, gave occaſion to ber further 
U ſe . into them, and her zeol for them. 
f H toe ver, I have placed theſe papers all as 
J 5 pund them pinned up in a wwrapping-pa- 
«WWF; though "tis evident, from plain ir- 
c 5 1 bancel, this is not the order in which 
s WW big Were written, nor is that of any great 
2 | z auc. 
hong b theſe auritings give us the aſpii 
ons of a devout foul in her holy retire - 
te ts, when ſbe had no dejign to preſent 
L. public with them; yet they did not 
great deal of adj juſiment or correc- 
7 bi in order 10 ſeg the light. The num- 
, and the titles, are added by the pub- 


—_ - 

= = 
, 
--*% 
f 


| 
b 
1 
2 | 


a, well as the breaks 8.6 pauſes, 
A ich-give a fort of reff to the reader's 
/ 5 and make the review more ealye 


B 5 Hef ö 


ATT 
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Here and there a 100 venturous flight is 
little moderated; ſometimes a medlitatitn orf 
ſentence 75 conpleated, which cen ed we 
imperfect, or a ſhort line or two inſertciif 7 
6 
zntroducè the ſenſe, aubere the argu *£ 
feemed tco abrupt, or the anean! * {09-6 
feure; her ſoul had a large fet of ideas 
preſent View, which made every pre. 
- fhe uſed eaſy and perſpicuous to Het 1 
Then ſhè awrote only for her gwn uje ; ti 
ſemnctimes her entire ſenſe might not be qi © 
C 
fo ebwious to every reader avithout a ml 7 
„ 
zulroduclion into ber track of fentiaen Wii... 
12 
Len the whole, I muſt acknowic age, Wi 
eras veryunwilling thot this exceilont <ul 44 
ante laſe eny degree 4 elegance or brigiil 1 


role by p< ins oy through my hands. ; Z 


When the manuſcript firlt came under 1 4 
revifal, I read it cher 5 5575 the cye of a c 
ticanda}j Tiewud, that T might publith it aui l 
berour to the hand that <vrote it, and il 
religious entertatument aud advantage i 
the world: nor au, this ploy. nent 4 * 
ute of its proper ſets iti. But new 
did I fect toe irue pic ure of theſe medi E 


[il 4 


210 


7 
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27, till I bad finiſhed this labour of the 
ad, and began to read them oer again 

= D-vout Exerciſes of the Heart: then 1 
deawoured to enter more entirely into ibe 
7 of the pious author, and attempted to 
une ber language as my on. But how 
ch ſuperior ewas the ſatigfaction which I 
aceived from this rewiew, eſpecialiy 
Llereſoe ver ] bad renſon io hope I could 
onounce ber words with ſincerity of ſoul. 
| 43 av happily did this raiſe and entertain 
1 [my pleaſing faffons, and gave e 010+ 
1 = * fort of delight than the dry critical pe- 
Tt w/o! of them, in order to judge concernith 
err propriety ? But I confeſs alſo, it was. 
abqſing aud moriitying thourht - when I 
nd Bb ofien I avas conſtr aines td. "op 
e ſublime expreſſion from my lips, or r- 
my tongue to ufe it, Mts, x. iy cu, at- 
cnments fuxk fo far beneaty hoſe facrcd 
vations of ſpirit, and fel! jo far Fm t of 
ofe iranſcendani degrees of divine 2 ec- 
and xeul. 

Let me perſuade all ibai peruſe this book, 
make the ſame experiment ibat i have 
WS done; 


WA _ da „5 
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done; and when they bade ſhut out al 
world, and are reading in their retiril 
ment, let them try bow far they can ſped f 
this language, and aſſume theje ſentimen 


as their own : and by aſpiring to folloul 
them, may they find the ſame ſatigſactu i 
and delight, or at leaft learn the profitabl af 
leſſon of ſelf-abaſement and bw bam, 0 h, 
and may a noble and glorious ambition ex. 
cite in their breafts a ſacred zeal to emula T/ 
ſo illuſtrious an example. Hpatſteci "3 
* ardours of divine love have been kindled tf 
a ſoul united to fleſh and blocd, may —— "i 
kindled by the ſame influences of grace ill 
other ſpirits, labouring under the Same du 
and impediments. = bh 
But perhaps it will be neceſſary bere 1 
give a caution to ſome bumble 24 
that they could not make theſe higher el 
ations of piety and holy jay the tef af 1 
ftandard by which to judge of the finceril 3 
their own religion. Ten thouſand 17 


7 42 
Fri. 


are arrived fafe at paradiſe, who have if : 
been favour d, liłe St. Paul, with a rol 
ture into the third heaven, nor could evi 


au 
on U . 
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F to the affetionate tranſports and de- 

Wt joys of Mrs. Roxwe : yet I hope all 

ons readers may find fonething here, 

ich rough the aids-of the bleſſed Spi- 

ay raiſe them above their uſual pitch, 

give a new ſprivig to their religious 

a/ures, and their immortal hopes, and 

geh render their lives more boly and 
3 8 

| IT hat the publication of this little book 

7 Wy be fawourd with the arvine bleffing 

We this happy end, is the fincere defire and 

J "Wh of the Publiſber, as it was the rea 
rive of the ingenious and pious writer, 

1 commit them by my band to the public 

4 au. This ſufficiently diſcovers Hee in 

following letter. 
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TO THE REVEREND DOCTOR WATTS 
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SIR, 


TH E opinion I have of your piety al 4 

judgment, is the reaſon of my givin 
you the trouble of looking bwer theſe +aperii | 
i# erder to publiſh them ; which 1 defi 
you to do as ſoon as you can conveniently] 
only you hade the full liberty to ſuper 
«what you think proper. 


T think there can be no vanity in this 11 
Nan, for 1 am ſenſible ſuch thoughts as theji 
ill not be for the tafte of the modiſb part 
Ze 12 75 and N * appear, 1 ſhall 
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ol entirely difenterefted in the cenſure or 
1 plauſe of mortals. 
Joe reffe#ions were oecaſu onally evritien, 
id only for my own. improvement ; but I 
nf avithout hopes that they may baus WM 
- fame ect on fore pious minds, as the | 
Ladling the experiences of others bade had 
q ry own foul. © The experimental part of 
cn hes generally a greater influence 
ts theory; and if, when I am flecping 
4 he af, theſe ſs Jiloquies pauli kindle &. 
e divine love in the heart of the loww- 
1 and m ft deſpiſed chriſtian, be the glory 
to tbe great Spring of all ENCE and 
M0 rignity. ® 
rl ae now done with n 1 and 
T to come is vaſt eternity e ternity! — 4 — 
1 tranſporting is the found! as long as 
I dd ex1/is, my being and happineſs is ſe- 
e. Theſe unbounded dejires, which the 
re creation. cannot lint, ſball be ſatisficd 
ever. 1 ſhall drink at the fountain 
ad of pleaſure, and be refreſhed with the 
Patios of original life and joy. T jball 
ar the voice Of UNCYE ated | harmony ſpeank- 


p peace and inef avie conſolatiou to my ſoul, 
B 4 . 
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wy expect eterual li ife, not as a rewar 
(of me crit) but a pure act of bounty. Del * 
teſting myſelf in every view 1 can Lale, 2 
fly to the rightecufneſs' and atonement 
my great Redeemer, for pardon and ſatu: N 
tion; this is my only confulation and hope 
Euter not into judgment, O Lord. will 
« thy ſervant ; for in thy fight ſhall 4 
0 fleſb be juſtified.” 1 

Through the blood of the Lamb I 6d 
or an entire victory over the laſt enem 1 
and that before this comes to you, 1 2 | 
bade reached the celeſtial heights : ail 
chile you are reading theſe lines, I ſhall 9 * 
adoring before the throne of Bod, aber : ; 
faith ſhall be turned into wifion, and the 
languiſbing defires ſatisfied with the "0g 
Fruition immortal love. Adieu. { 
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5 t. SUPREME LOVE TO GOD. 


MX 7 BY, o my God, muſt this mortal 
= Y firucture put ſo great a ſeparation 
ween my ſoul and thee? I am furround- 
with thy eſſence, yet I cannot perceive 


's in heaven and earth, yet I cannot 
rtake thee; thou are before me, and I 
not reach thee; and behind me, and I 
roerye thee not. 

| O thou 


e; I follow thee, and trace thy foot- 


7 
- 


2 DEVOUT EXERCISES 


O thou, whom unſeen, I love, by whil 41 
powerful influence doſt thou attract nf 
ſoul? The eye has not ſeen, nor the el 
heard, nor has it entered into the heart of mai 
to conceive, what thou art; and yet I lon 
thee beyond all that my eye hath ſeen, of 
my ear heard, beyond all that my heart ca 
corapehend. Thou dwelleſt in the 9 —̃ 
of glory, to which no human thought can 
foar, and yet thou art more near and in 9 
mate to my ſoul than any of the objects off 
ſenſe. Theſe ears have never heard uh 
voice, and yet I am better acquainted will 
thee, and can rely on thee with more conf oy 
dence than cn the dearett friend I have oi 
earth. Wy: 3 

My heart cleaves to thee, O Lord, as 1 
only refuge, and finds in thee a fecre an 
conſtant ſpring of confolation. I fp ea 
to thee with the utmoit confidence, Fn P 
think thy being my greateſt happineſs. Tic * 
reflection on thy exiltence and greatneſs re ; 


g 


bf 


creates my ſpirits, and fills my heart with 
alacrity; my ſoul overflows with pleaſure; 
I rejuice, I triumph in thy independent 
bleſſedneſs, and abſolute dominion. Reign 
O my God, for eve glorious and uncon. 
trolled! ? 


— 


ee 
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l, a worm of earth, would join my 
ent with the infinite orders above, with 


_ thy flaming miniſters who rejoice in thy 
SÞ-{dom and glory. 

1 pond | f 

not with them, thy happier race, allow'd 

es view the bright unveil” d diwinity; | 
1 By no audacious glance from mortal eyes, os 


% myſtic glories areto be projan'd 

t yet ] feel the ſame immortal flanie, 

ia love thee tho? unſeen. Sed 

1 1 l 

love thee.— Thus far J can ſpeak, but 

the reſt is unutterable; and I mutt leave 

pleaſing tale untold till I can talk in 

language of immortality z and then I'il 
5 gin the tranſporting ſtory, Which ſhall 

erer come to an end, but be kill an ttif 

5 ginning: for thy beauties, O thou faltet 

ten thouſand ! will ſtill be new, and ſhall 

dle freſh ardour into my foul to all cter- 

ay. The ſacred flame ſhall rife, nor find 

. zy limits till thy perfections find a period. 

[I love thee; O and thou who knowelt all 

ings, read the characters thar love has 

awn on my heart, What excellence but 

ine, in heaven or earth, could raite ſuch 

Mp irations of ſoul, ſuch tublime and fervent 
ections, as thoſe I feel ? what could fix | 

I 2 my i 
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* Pint but boundleſs perfection? what 
re elle for whoſe ſake I could deſpiſe | 
poet glory? why am I not at relt he 
among ſenſible enjoyments ? whence aff 
dale importunate longings, theſe infin 
detires! ? why does not the complete cri 
tion fat: sy, or at Jeait delude me —_ 
dream of happineſs? why do not the of 
jects of ſenſe awake a more ardent (mil 
ment than things diſtant and inviüble? wi 
Mould I, who 00 lay to corruption, thou 
ge my father, alpire after a union vii 
the immente ! init $7 ? 3 
Ye angels 01 80 d, WO behold his 94 E 
explain tO me the ſacred myſtery ; te] : 
lo this heavenly flame begon, unridd T : 
Its wonderous gencration. Who hath af 
1aated this mortal frame with celeſtial 1 
and given a clod of earth this divine af 
bition ; ; what could kindle it but the bred 
ct God, waick xindled up my foul ? and} 
thee, its amiable or iginal, it aſcends :| 
breaks tirough all created per tection, a | 
keaps on its reſtlefs court to the Ar {t "i 
tern of beauty. A 
Ve flow? ry varieties 16 ha ear th, and 9 FC 
frarkling glories of the ſkies, your bland: 
nients are vain, whue 1 purſue an 5 ® 
en 


— 


— 
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ce that caſts a reproach on all your glory. 
vould fain cleſe my eyes on all the vari- 
s and lovely appezrances you preſent, 
d would open them on a brighter ſcene. 
have deſires which nothing vifible can 
| uity; ; to which no materia] things are 


abe. O when ſhall I find objects more 
r.. ly agrecable to my inte! ectual tacul- 
nn foul ſprings forward in purſuit or 


WW fant good, whom 1 follow by ſome 
Int ray of licht, which only glimmers by 
brt intervals before me. Ol ben > 
bert che clouds, and break out in Fall 
bor on my fou) | 


= = what Will the open viſiog of thy 
1 s hie it while-thou art but fainiiy 
no 3 L love thee with ſuch a-Jacred 
Fo! to what bleſted heights full iy 
ration ric, when I {hail behold ine 


full perfection? when LAhall fee thee as 
þu art, exalted.) in maſeſty, 2nd comp 'ete 
beauty ! how ſhall I triumph then in thy 
ry, and in the privileges of my owa be- 
i what ineffabſe thoughts wy i ariſ> to 
= {ci united to the all- ſuffictent 50 
ey, by ties which the ſons of men has 


gilt james to exprels, by an pls te 
«Mc ie revolution of eterno] years {hall not 
lenf \ | ditiolye ! 
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diſſolye! the league of nature ſhall | 
broken, and the laws of the mingled elf 
ments be cancelled ; but my relation to 
Almighty God mall ſtand fixed and u 
changeable as his own exiſtence: ©* n 
life, nor death, nor angels, nor prix 
© palitics, nor powers, nor things prelc 
& nor things to come, ſhall ever tepari 
me from his love.“ IJ 
Triumph, O my ſoul, and rejoice ; lo 
forward beyond the period of all ne 


things: look beyond ten thouſan 1 ages 


cele tial bleſſedneis; look forward f:1}, al 


take an immealurable proſpect, preſs ot 


an 4 jeave unnumber'd ages behind, ages 


ineffble peace and pleaſure; plunge at Oil a 


pot the ocean of bliſs, and call eternity i 
lelt thy own. 1 
I here are no limits to the proſpect of m 
joy, it runs parallel with the duration | 
the infinite Divinity: my blits is witho 


bounds; O when ihall the full poſlethq 
Of it commence. 


or Tur uA Ar. 7 


THz TzuTH anD coopNness OF 
3 GOD. 


Ngrav' d, as in eternal braſs, 
The mighty promiſe ſhines ; 

can the paw'rs of darkneſs raze 
Tho/e everlaſting lines. 
e ſacred word of grace is firong 
As that which built the fhaes ; 

( voice that rolls the ſtars along 
Seals all the promiſes. 


"Wd they are all built on the immutable 
ch and goodneſs of thy nature. Thou 
„not {peak at random like vain man; 
whatever thon haſt engaged to perform, 
obe ſreſult of eternal counſel and deſign. 
ou haſt uttered nothing that thou canſt 
occaſion to alter on a ſecond review : thou 
ct promite nothing to thy own damage, 
bea loler by thy utmoſt liber ality: Thou 
h cvery way qualified to make good thy 
agements by the fulneſs of thy riches 
pow er. 
Nor hac thou any neceſſity to flatter thy 
atures, or to ſay kinder things to them 
Wn thou meaneſt to fulfil, Miſerable man 
7M bring no advantage to thee, nor has be 
| any 
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any thing to claim from thee. By whit 
benefit has he prevented thee ? By what right 
can he demand the leaſt of thy favours 
Thy engagements are all free and unconf 
ſtrained ; founded on thy own beneficency 
and not on the merits of thy creature. W hu 
J conſider this, my expectations riſe, I 4 
no limits to my hopes: I look up with conf 
fidence, and call thee “ My Father,“ an 3 
witha humble faith, I claim every advantagſ 
that tender name imports. My heart conf 4 
fides in thee with ſtedfaſtneſs and alacri ig 
fear and diſtruſt, are inconſiſtent with uw} 
thoughts ot the beneficence of thy nature. * 
| Every name and attribute, by which ho 
haſt revealed thyſelf to man, conſirms mi 
faith. Thy life, thy being, is engaged 
may as well queſtion thy exiſtence, as - | 
fuithfulneſs : as ſure as thou art, n 8 
juſt and true, The proteſtations of the n:of 
faithful friend I have, cannot give me half 
the conſolation that thy promiies give n f 
I hear vain man with difadence. I bid n ul 
ſoul beware of truſting falſe mortality; bi 
J bear thy voice with joy and full I 
Thy words are not'writ on ſand, nf 
ſcattered by the fleeting winds ; but ſhi 
ſtand in force when heaven and earth ſl 
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no more. Eternal ages ſhall not dimi- 
ſh their efficacy, nor alter what the mouth 
the Lord hath ſpoken. I believe, I be- 
eve with the moſt perfect aſſent: I know 
gat thou art, and that thou art a reward- 
er of them tnat diligently feck thee; I 
el the evidence, for thou haſt not left ihy- 
If without a witneſs in my heart. 


eee 
I. LONGING AFTER THE ENJOY- 


MENT OF GOD. 
v God, to thee my ſighs aſcend; 


1 \ every complaint 1 make, ends wich 
y lame: I paule, I dwell on the found, 


; WF {peas it over again, and find that all my 


es begin and end in thee. I long to be- 
ld the! ſupreme beauty. I pant tor the 
ic original of all that is lovely; for heauty 
at is yet unknown, and tor intellectual 

leaſures yet untaſted. 
My heart aſpires, my wiſhes fly 8 
e hounds of creation, and deſpite. ali that 
ortaiity can prelent me with., I was 
drmed tor celeſtial joys, and find mylelf 
Apable of the entertainments of angels. 
ny may I not begin my heaven below, 
S 5g»: and 
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and taſte at leaſt of the ſprings of pleafurf 

that flow from thy right hand for ever? 
Should I drink my fill, thoſe fountain A 

are ſtill exhauſtleſs; millions of happy ſoulſ e. 

quench their mfinite deſires there; million | 

of happy orders of beings gaze on thy beau 

ty, and are made partakers of thy —_ 

neſs ; : but thou art ſtill undiminiſhed : 


24 ĩů—9——j— 2 2 = _— We - 
— — — rn — > "_ 9 
— — 7 — — 
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— 


yo — —— — 
— > — — 


for ever i ; and ym muſt I periſh il ' 
want ? : 
My thirſty foul pines for the waters of 
life: oh | who will refreſh me with the wy q 
ſurable draught! How long ſhall I wand: 
in this deſert land, where every proſpect i 4 
wafte and barren! I look round me in vain 
and ſigh (till unſatisfied, Oh! who will q 
fead me to the ſtill waters, and make me re. 
poſe in green paſtures, where the weary ar I 
for ever at reſt ? How tedious are the hour 
of Expectation 5 ? 


8 2 Y Ce 8 5 
Ei 2 yy Re 
8 8 


E 
8 
"Sf, 
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Come, Lord, my head doth n, my fa, 
ig. fich, 
While thou doſt ever, ever ay 
Thy long deferring <vounds me to the ric 
My jpirit gaſpeih night. and day: g 
E ſheww thyſelf to me, | 
Or take me up to thee, Dil 


Diſpatch thy commiſſion ; give me my 
701k, and activity to perform it; and let 
ze; as an hireling, fulfil my day. Lords 
is enough ; „ what am I better than my 
fathers ? they are dead, and I am mortals 


am but a ſtranger and a pilgrim here 
v theſe wild regions auand ring and forlorng 
efileſs, and fig hing for my native home, 
onging to reach my weary ſpace of ife, 

nd to fulfdl my taſk. O hafie the hour 
joy and feet repoſe ! tranſporting hope f 


Lord, here I am waiting for thy com- 
Wands; attending thy pleaſure; O ſpeak, 
a incline my ear to hear; give me my 


erk, let me finiſh it, and gain my diſmiſ- 
n trom this body of fin and death; this 
4 ited clog of error and guilt, of corru tion 
ad vanity. Oh let me drop this Fad: 


bid theſe ſcenes of guilt a final adieu! 
I have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
= Lord ;** when wilt thou let me into thy 
iy habitation ! How long ſhall I pine at 
is diſtance from thee ! What can I ſpeak. 
= ſhew thee my pain, to utter my anguiſh, 
hen I fear the loſs of my God! O ſpeak 
alluring word, and confirm my hope 
T 
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Tranſporting moment! when wilt zboul 
appear 
To crown iy þ oper, in baniſh all iy gear- 


Again, O my Father, and my eternal 
Frience, I breath out my requeſts to thei 
in ihis land of faiigue and folly | What uff 
this lite but a 101 ry, "tireſome round, a circll 
of repeated vanities? Happineſs has nevaſl J 
been ſeen in it ſince fin and folly entered 4 
all is empty appearance, or Vain labour, a 1 
Paintui vexation. | MF 


Suffic'd with life, my lauguid TOR faint. 1 
And jain wouid be aireſi. Oh let me enter 5 
Th.ſe jacred ſeats; and, after all the toil | 

Of lige, begin an everiaſiing ſabbath ! 


Yet again, O Lord, I aſk leave to tell 
thee, © I have waited for thy ſalvation,” al 
bourly Janguiſhed after the habitations 05 | 
my God. "My heart grows ſick, and Laß J 
moſt expire under theſe delays. What hari 
I here to keep me from thee ? what to reliev | 
the tedious hours of ablence? I have pro: 3 
nounced all below the ſun vanity and ve: MW 
ation, all inſipid and burdenſome. Ami 4 
health and plenty, friends and reputation 
Land. art _ only J9Y my higheſt with, ang 

my} 
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y ſupreme delight. On thee my ſoul fixes 
her hopes; there I reſt in a celeſtial calm. 


g et it not be broken with earthly objects 
t me live unmoleſted with the cares or de- 
uss of ſenſe! 5 

ne O let me ee 
on all the world, and live alone to T bee. 
al 44494540654 4$$0054 2584 
v. GOD MY SUPREME, MY ONLY 
= HOPE, 


HY do I addreſs thee, my God, 


"3 with no more confidence? Why ds 


arbour theſe returns of infidelity and 
Wittruſt ? Can I fur vey the earth, can I gaze 
a the ſtructure of the r and aſk if 
hou art able to deliver? Can I call in 
neſtion thy ability to ſuccour me, when I 
onſider the general and particular inſtances 
tf thy g goodneſs and power? One age to 
nother n long lucceſſion, hath conveyed 
he records of thy glory. In all genera- 
daons thou haſt been our dwelling-place : 


my fathers ruſted in thee, and were de- 
"WF livered, They h d 

N were ey have encourages me 
4 C4 my 


F 
— — — 


indulge theſe remains of unbelief, and 


14 DEVOUT EXERCISES 


my own experience has encouraged me, tai 
truſt in thee for ever. 
The ſun may fail to riſe, and men il 
vain expect its light ; but thy truth, thi 
faithfulneſs, « cannot fail; ; the courle of na 
ture may be reverſed, and all be chaos again 
but thou art immutable; and canſt not bn 
any change deceive the hopes of them than 
truſt in thee. I adore thy power, and ſub-· lo. 
| ſcribe to thy goodneſs and fidelity, oy 1 
what farther objection would my unbelid ie: 
raiſe? Is any thing too hard for God to ac. Mel 
compliſh? Can the united force of _ 
and hell reſiſt his will? A 
Great God! how wwide thy glories fine! 3 * 
Hoa broad thy kingdom, how divine 
Nature, and miracle, and ate, and 4 
chance are thine 


Therefore I-apply myſelf 8 toll . 
thee, and renounce all the terror and all tel 18 


confidence that may riſe from heaven orf 
earth beſides, ? 


Nor From the duſt my joys or or ſorrows lebe 3 * 
Loet all the banejul planets ſhed 4 
Their mingled curſes round my bead; WW" 

Weir mingled curſes I deſpiſe, 4 

Let but th great th' eternal Ki ing, x 

Look thro" the clouds & bleſs me-with his oy | 

| etl 
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et him bleſs me, and I ſhall be bleſſed: 


Us 


fled without reſerve or limitation: bleſ- 
in my going out and coming in, in my 
ing down and riſing up; bleſſed in time, 


d blefled to all eternity. That bleſſing 


m thy lips will influence the whole crea- 
n and attend me wherever I am. It 
ul go before me as a leading light, and 
low me as my protecting angel. When 
lie down it will cover me. I ſhall reſt 


ieath the ſhadow of the Moſt High, and 


4 rell {ately in the ſecrets of his tabernacle. 


«Thy kingdom raleth over all, O Lord, 


and thou doft according to thy will in 


che armies ot heaven, and among the in- 


habitants of the earth.“ I confeſs and 


Wk nowledge thy providence. The ways 
man are not at his own diſpoſal, but all 


s goings are ordered by thee; all events 
e in thy hands, and thou only canſt ſuc- 


Wed or diſappoint his hopes. If thou blow 
his deſigns, they are for ever blaſted; if 
ou bleſs tem, neither earth nor hell can 
nder their ſuccels; therefore I apply my- 
lf immediately to thee, for not all created 
wer, can aſſiſt me without thee. 


Hence from my heart ye idols flee, 
Ye ſounding names of vanity, 


” 
8 
- 


/ 


Be IT 


— 
1 2 3 
— heed r — 


AE 


0 


T 


. 


Wi 
— 


— 
4 — — 


- 
n 
1 
— 1 _ 2 _ 
” * P As + 
— 8 
— © » 4 


ö 
4 
[ 


"68, 


—— 


3 
U 3 


as ; 
* —— OS AID FRG s 
3 Er 
[i 


$4 2 


J 


16 DEVOUT EXERCISES 


No mere e my tongue Hall ſacrifice 
To chance and nature, tales and lies : 
Creatures without a God can Yield me 


70 ſupplies. 


Not all the power of men on earth, noi 
angels, nor ſaints in heaven, can help or re 
lieve me in the leaſt exigence, if my Go 
hide himſelf and ſtand afar off from me. 
Second cauſes are all at thy direction, and 3 
cannot aid me till commiſſioned by thee. ; 


Lord, oben my thoughtful foul ſurveys 

Fire, air and earth, and ſtars and fears 
I call them all thy jiaves; 

Conmiſſion'd by my 1 s will, 

Por/on ſhall cure, or balms fhall kill; 

Ver nal ſuns, o Zephyris breath, 

May bura or oicft the plants to death 
That ſharp December ſaves. 

What cax winds 'or planets boaſt, 

But a precar ions power ? 

The ſun is all m darkneſs laſt, 

Fraſi jhail be fire, and fire be froft, 


When be appoints the hour. 


At thy command nature and neceſſity a are ; 
no more; all things are alike eaſy to God. 
Speak but thou the word, and my deſires 
are granted: fſay, Let there be light,“ 
and there — be light. Thou canſt look 


mel 
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into peace, when the tumult of thoughts 
Jie a ſtorm within. Bid my foul be ſtill, 
dall its tempelts ſhall obey thee. 
I depend only, on thee ; do thou ſmile, 
d all the world may trown : do thou ſuc- 
bed my affairs, ane I ſhall fear no obſtacle 
dat earth or hell can put in my way. 
5 only art the object of my fear, and 
| my deſires are directed to che. 5 
Human things have Toit their being and 
ieir names, and vaniſh into nothing before 
anee; they are but ſhades and diſguiſes to 
ail the active divinity, Oh! let me break 
ro all thele ſebar ations, and ſee and con- 
Neis the great, the governing cauie. Let no 
ppearance of created things, however ſpe 
Fous, hide thee from my view: let me [col 
ro” all to thee, nor caſt a glance of love or 
ope below thee. Wich a holy contempt 
let me ſurvey the ample round of the crea- 
ion, as lying in the hollow of thy hand, 
and every being in heaven and on earth as 
immovable by the moſt potent cauſe in na- 
ure, till commiſſioned by thee to do good 
for hurt. O let thy hand be with me to 
keep pe from evil, and let me abide under 
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| the ſhadow of the Aimighty.! I ſhall be ſe- 
cure in thy pavilion. To thee I fly for 


ent ter from all the ills of mortality. 


V. GOD 


own diſpoſal, and his paths undire&ed by 
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v. GOD A PRESENT HELP, AND EVI 
54 | NEARs | 


"THOU waſt found of me, O my God, 

A hen ſought thee not, and wilt thor 
fly me when I ſeek thee ? Am I giving mf 
breath to the wind, and ſeattering my pet. 
tions in the air? Is ita vain thing to call 
upon God, and is there no profit in cryin Wc 
to the Almighty ? Art thou a God afarf 
off and not near at hand?“ Is there anyll 
place exempt from thy preſence? any diſ. 
tance whence my cxies cannot reach thee? 


in 
Can any darkneſs hide me from thy eyes Neu. 
or is there a corner of the creation unviſited Mis! 
by thee? Doſt thou not fill heaven and tr 


earth, and am I not ſurrounded by thy im- 
menſity? | 

Are my deſires unknown to thee 3 or is 
there a thouglu in my heart concealed from 
thee ? Doſt not thou that haſt formed the eur, 
hear? Canſt thou forget the work of thine Mut 
own hands ; or, retired far in the heavens, 
full of thine own happineſs, cayſt thou leave 
thy creation to miſery and diſorder, helpleſs 
and hopeleſs ? Axe the ways of man at his 


thee ? Is calling on the living God no mote 
1 5 | than 


17 
an worſhipping a dumb idol? Canſt thou, 
e them, diſappoint and mock thy adorers! > 
Art thou unacquainted with the extent 
thy own power, that thou ſhouldſt pro- 
iſe beyond thy ability to perform? or art 
ou“ as a man, that thou ſhouldit lie, 
or the jon of man, that thou ſhoulaft 
Irepent ?” Is thy faithfulneſs uncertain, 
d thy power precarious? Are thoſe per- 
ions imaginary for which men adore 
ee, and thy gracious names inſignificant 
les. Do the children of men in vain 
put their truſt under the ſhadow of thy 
wings?“ Art not thou «© a preſent heip 
in the time of trouble ?** and is there no 
aurity in the ſecret places of the Moſt 
High? Whither then fhall I look in my 
ess? to whom ſhall I direct my prayer? 
om whom ſhall I expett relief, if there is 
0 help in God for me? 
But, oh! what unrighteouſneſs have my 
ithers ever found in thee ? what injuſtice 
an I charge thee with ? what hreach of 
uth, or want of piety ? Have the records of 
y aRions ever been {tained with the breacu 

t faithfulneſs? Art thou not my only 
ope, and my long experienced ſupport ? 
lave J ever tound help from thy creatures 
When 
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when thou haſt failed me? Have I, or caiWul 
I have, a greater certainty than thy word i en 
depend on? Can any other power defend r 
deliver like thee? * Thou art a rock, ane 
ce thy work is perfect; for all thy ways aa 
judgment: a God ot truth, and with Hark 
© out iniquity, juſt and right art thou. Hefo 
With my laſt breath I will witneſs to thy": 
truth and faithfulneſs, and declare W ot 
goodneſs to the children of men. - 
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VI. GOD AN ALL-SUFFICIENT GOOD": 
AND MY ONLY HAPPINESS. 0! 


LF FAY is my heart jo far from thee, 3 
Gods, my chief delight & | r 
Wiy are my thoughts uꝗH more by day 
With tee, no mere Ih, 11g at? 
Why ſhouid ny foolijh paſſuens node? 
Where can ſuch ſweerneſs be | 
As bade taſted in thy love, 
As I hate found in thee ? 


Where can I hope to meet ſuch joys a 
tay ſmiles have given me? where can 1 finn 
plc alure ſo ſincere and unallayed ? When Wn: 
have enjoyed the light of thy countenancu®? 
and the ſenſc of thy love, has not all myo! 
10 
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ul been filled? Have I found any want 
emptineſs? has there been any room left 
dr deſire, or any proſpect beyond, beſides 
je more perfect enjoyment of my God ? 
ave not all che glories of the world been 
arkened, and turned into blackneſs and 
forwity ? How poor, how contemptible 
ave they appeared? or ra ther, | have they. 
ot all diſappeared and vaniſhed as dreams 
1 ſhadows 1a the noun of day, and under 
e of ſun- beams? 
I have never found ſatisfaction in any 
ting but in God; why then do I wander 
om him? why 90, I. leave the n of 
ving waters for broken c:{terns ? WY . 
bandon the full ocean in ſearch of ſnallow 
treams? What account can J give for fol- 
like this? 1 can promiſe mvielf no! hing 
rom the creature; thoſe expectations mall 
leccive me no more. *' 11s thou, my Cod, 
hou art the only object of my hopes and 
eres; it is chou only canſt make me 
JDPY's 
If thou frown, my being i is a curſe; thy 
ndignation i is hell wit ball its terrors. Let 
me never feel that, and I defy all things elſe 
to make me miſerable. I ſeem independent 
on all nature, to thee only J apply mylelt. 
WI Hers 


1 
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Hear me, thon beneficent author of my be. 
ing, thou ſupport of my hfe ; to thee I di. 
rect my wiſhes, thoſe defires which thoy 


wilt approve, while I aſk but the happincii 1 

I was created to enjoy. Oh! {ix all my hee 
expectations on thee, and free me from th Hirt: 
levity and inconſtancy. ho | 
Look gently down, almighty Grace, 8 li 
Priſon me round in thy embrace; hy 

Pity the heart that would be thine, cer 
Aud let thy power my love confine. n tl 


Suffer me never to ſtart from thee ; fuch 
a confinement were (weeter than liberty: 
Thy yoke is eaſy, and thy burden light.“ 
I ſhail blels the chain that binds me to thee, 
Oh! give me ſuch a view of thy beauty as 
all fix my volatile heart for ever? ſuch a 
vie.v as ſhall determine all its motions, and 
be a conſtant conviction how unreaſonable 
it 1s to wander from thee. 

Is it that I reliſh any thing beyond thy 
love? Oh! no. I appeal even to thee, 
who canſt not be deceived, and knowelt the 
inmoſt fecrets of my ſoul. Thou xnoweſt 
where the balance of thy love falls, and that 
my wandering's are not deliberate ; that it is 
not by choice that I forſake thee, I grieve, 
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ne, I can never forgive myſelf, for I know 
Wt is mexcuſable. : | OLE 

I want nothing when I am poſſeſſed of 
ee; without thee I want all things. Thou 
rt the centre of all my paſſions; I have 
Vo hope but what is thine, no joy but what 
flows from thee: my greateſt fears are thoſe 


hy favour. This is the {ubje& of my 


eepeſt anxiety 2 every ſigh I breathe ends 


n thy name, and that lov'd name alone al- 


- 


ts wildeit tempeſts, | 


From thy frowns or favour all my joys 


r {orrow ſpring; thy frowns can make 
me inhnitely miſerable, thy favour can 
make me infinitely bleſſed. I can defy. hell, 
and ſmile in the face of death, whilſt I can 
all thee mine. My God! ſtill let me bleſs 
he ſound, and part with all things rather 
han renounce my property in thee; let me 
ld it to my laſt breath, and claim it with 


my expiring ſigh. | 

"W. Secure of thee, nothing can terrify my 
o; allds peaceful and ſerene within, eter- 

u love and immortal pleaſure : I detire no 
' Wnore ; imag mation ſtops here, and all my 
1 | wiſhes . 


| [ ſigh for my folly : ſhouldſt thou forgive 


f loſing thee z my inmoſt care is to ſecure 


Ways every anguiſh of my ſoul, and calms 
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wiſhes. are loſt in eternal plenty. My God! 


more cannot beaſked, and with leſs I ſhould 
be infinitely miſerable. The Kingdoms of 
the ſkies ſhould not buy wy title to thee and Wc pe 
thy love; the bleſſedneſs of all creatures is 
complete here, for God himſelf is bleſſed in * 
bimſelf for ever. | Big 


What can 1 add? for all my words are faint, Jeſu 
Celeſtial love no eloquence can paint; 


ro 
No more can be in morial ſounds pre, uy 
But waſt eternity ſball tell the reft. delil 
92259 2S459030504505 $2594.49 eie 
1m 
VII, A COVENANT WITH GOU. Peg 
Neomprebenſible Being! who 4c ſearch- I "Y 
« ett the henrt, and trieſt the reins of | ©* a 
&« the children of men ;” thou knoweſt my wy 
ſincerity, and my thoughts are all unveiled 1 
to thee; I am ſurrounded with thine im- wh . 
menſity; thou art a preſent, cho' inviſible IN *- 
witneſs of the ſolemn affair I am now en- gy 
gazed in. I am now taking hold of thy WM ;, 
ſr ength, that I may make peace with thee, 5 


and entering into articles with the Almigh- 
ty God. Theſe are the happy days long 8 
ſince predicted, when “one ſhall ſay, T am 
60 the Lord” 3, and another ſhall call him- 

| c ſelf 
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ce {ef by the name of Iſrael, and another 
ce ſhall-{ub{cribe with his hand to the Lord; 
c and I will be their God, and they ſha 


« be my tons and my danghters, faith the 
& Lord Ichovah.“ 


With the moſt thankful © lincerity I take 
hold of this covenant, as it is more fully 
manifeſted and explained in thy goſpel by 


Jeſus Chriſt ; and, humbly accepting thy 


propoſals, I bind mytit to thee by a facreck 
and everlaſting obligation. By a free and 
deliberate action, I do here ratify the Arti. 
cles which were made for me in my Sy 
tim, in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and tne mo Spirit; J religionfly devote 
myſelt to thy ſervice, and entirely ſubmit 
to thy conduct, I renounce the glories 
and vanitics of the world, and choole thee 
as my happincde, my ſupreme felicity, and 
everlaiting portion. 1 make no articies 
with thee for any thing beſides: deny or 
give me what thou wilt, I will never repir 
while my principal treaſure is ſecure. This 
is my deliberate, my free, and ſincere de- 
termination; a determination which, by thy 
grace, I will never retract. 

O Thou, by 1 power alove I ſhall 
be able te Hand, © put.thy fear in ny 

1 ares 2 heart, 
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cc heart that I may never depart from thee.” 
Let not the world, with all its flatteries, nor W creat! 
death, nor hell, with all their terrors, force her e: 
me to violate this ſacred vow. Oh! let-me I} eloqu 
never live to abandon thee, nor draw the ſplen 
impious breath that would deny thee, finite 
And now lit ſurrounding angels witneſs as ſu 
for me, that I ſolemnly devote all the pow- | The 
ers and faculties of my ſoul to thy ſervice; © ance 
and when I prelumptuouſly employ any of | remc 
the advantages thou haſt given me. to thy ÞÞ thee 
ciihonour, let them teſtify againit me, and 
let my awn v ords cor demn ine. S 


Elizabeth Rogue. 


Thus have I ſubſcribed to thy gracious 
propolals, and engaged myſelf to be the 
Lord's : and now let the malice of men and 
the rage of devil's combine again me, I can - 
defy all their ſtratagems; for God himſelf 

is become my friend, Jelus is my all- ſutfi- 
cient Saviour, and the d Spirit of God, I truſt 
will be my Sanctifier and Comforter. 

O happy day | tranſporting moment! the 
brightcf? period of my life! Heaven with 
all its bght ſmiles'on me. What glorious 
mortal can now excite my envy? what 
cane to tempt, my ambition coul the whole 

excation 
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creation diſplay ? Let Glory call me with 
her exalted voice; let pleaſure, with a ſofter - 
eloquence, allure me; the world, in all its 
ſplendor, appears but a trifle, while the in- 
finite God is my portion. He is mine by 
as ſure a title as eternal veracity can confer. 
The right is unqueſtionable ; the convey- 
ance unalterable ; the mountains ſhall be 
removed, and the hills be diffolved, before 
the everlaſting obligation ſhall be cancelled. 


SEPESSESSEEIESESS$$4 $4444 $ 


VIII. A THANK-OFFERING FOR SAVING 
GRACE. 


6 DLEss the Lord, O my ſoul, and all 
| &« that is within me bleſs his holy 

e name: bleſs the Lord and forget not all 
« his benefits; who redeemed thy life from 
« deſtruction, and crowneth thee with lov- 
«© ing kindneſs and tender mercies: whe 
brought thee out of the mire and clay, and 
ſet thy feet upon a rock; who broke thy 
tetters, and freed thee from the milerabie 
bondage of fin. I lay a wretched flave, 
pleaſed with my chains and fönd of my 
captivity, fatally deluded and undone, till 

D 3 lovr, 
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love, Almighty love, reſcued me. Bleſſed 
_ Eifect of unmerited grace ! I ſhall ſtand for 
ever an illuftrious inſtance of boundleſs 
mercy : to that I muſt entirely aſcribe my 
falvation, and thro” all the ages of eternity 
I'll rehearſe the wonders of vedeeming love, 


and tell to liſtening angels what it has done 
for my ſoul. 


Jil feng the endleſs miracles of lobe; 
Foreverthat my lofty theme ſball prowe.' 


My glorious Creator ! why did I employ 
thy thought before I had a being? why 
from all eternity was an immor tality defign- 
ed me, and my birth allotted me in a land 
xuminated with the rays of ſacred light? J 
mighthave been invoking the powers of hell 
with deteſtable ceremonies, inſtead of ado- 
ring the omnipotent God. But when thou- 
fands are loſt in theſe deluſions, way am I 
thus graciouſly diſtinguiſhed ? Inſtead of 
being born among the ſhameful vices of 
unpious parents, and an heir to their eurſes, 
why am I intitled to the bleſſing of religi- 
ous anceſtors ? why, when I was incabable 
of choice, was I devoted to the God that 
Fe keeps covenant and mercy to a thouſand 
1 generations of them that fear him?“ 


Why, | 
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Why, when I knew thee not, didſt thou 


ſuſtain me? but, Oh! why, ien I knew . 


thee, and rebelled againſt thee, why didſt 
thou ſo long ſuffer my ingratitude; why 
did thy watchful providence perpetu: uy ſur- 
round me, cxoſſing all the methods I took 
to undo mylelf? why was I not curſed 


with my ohen wiſhes, and left to the quiet 


poſſeſſion of thoſe vanities I delighted in ? 
thoſe toys which I fooliſhly preferred to all 
the treaſures of thy love? why didſt thou 
purſue me with the offers of thy favour, 
when -I fled thee with ſuch aver ſion, and 
had fled thee for ever,. if thou Halt not 
compelled me to return ? 

Why did thy Spirit ſtrive fo tou with 
an obſtinate heart, which reſiſted all its mo- 
tions, and turned thy patience and long- 


tuffermg into ee and gui? why | 


am I not undone by thoſe pleaſing Thares in 
whith I have ſeen ſo many deluded wre!ches 
iperiſh? Like them T deſpiſed the unſearcha- 
ble riches of thy grace; with them I had 
been content to ſhare the ſorry portion and 
pleuſfures of this world, if thou hadſt let me 


alone; and I ſhould never have inquired after 


_m_ But why waſt thou found of one that 
J Ä ſought 
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ſought thee not O why! but „ becauſe 


« thou wilt be merciful to whom thou wilt 
40 be merciful!” _ 0 ' 
Therefore again, with aſtoniſhment and 
delight, I look back on the methods of thy 
grace; and again I conſider myſelf loſt in 
an abyſs of fin and miſery ; when there 


Was no eye to pity me, no hand but thine 


to aſſiſt me, thou madeſt it then the time of 
love. 

Never was grace more free and furprifi ng 
than thine is; never was there a more ob- 
itinate heart than mine, and never ſuch un- 


conquerable love as thine, How glor ouſly 


hath it triumphed over my rebellious fa- 


cuities ! how freely has it cancelled all my 
guilt! 


Could I have made the leak pretence to 


merit, or have challenged any thing from 
thee, the benefit had been leſs exalteg.; had 


there been any foundaſion for human pride, 


my corrupt heart would ſoon have taken 
the advantage, and laue robhed thee of thy 
honour, by aſcrihing the gloricus works to 


the ſtrength of my owa realen, or a natural 


tendency to virtue; but here my vanity is 
for ever ſilenced. 1 am loſt in the bound- 
leſs abyſs. O height! O depth! E lengih 


and 


WDS 
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and breadth immeaſurable! How un- 
« ſearchable are thy ways, Almighty Love, 
ee and thy paths paſt finding out!“ 
Let me here begin my eternal ſong, and 
aſcribe © ſalvation and honour, dominion 
«and majeſty, to him that fits on the 
ce throne, and to the Lamb for ever, who 
has loved ne, and ranſomed me with his 
blood ; ranfomed me from a voluntary bon- 
dage, from the moſt vile and hopeleſs cap- 
tivity, a captivity from which nothing but 
that invaluable purchaſe could have redeem- 
ed me. 


2 Infinite love! almighty grace ! 
« Stand in amaze, ye rolling ſkies ! 


i 


Bring hither your celeſtial harps, ye be- 


neficent beings, who, amidſt the height of 
your happineſs, expreſs a kind regard for 
man: teach me the language of paradiſe, 
the ſtrains of immortality. But, oh! it is 
all too feeble; the tongues of ſeraphims 
cannot utter what I owe my Redeemer. 

From what miſery, my adorable Saviour, 
haſt thou reſcued. me? From error, from 
lin, from ſnares and death, from internal 
chains, eternal horror, and the blackneis of 
darknels for ever, | 
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Nor here my glorious Benefactor ſtayed; 
but ſtill went on to magnify the riches of 
his grace, and entitled me to an endleſs in- 
heritance, and an immortaF crown; to the 
fruition of God, and the unutterable joys 
that flow from his preſence. | 


Myſterious depths of beundleſs laue 
My admiration raiſes: _ 

O God, thy name exalted ſtauds 

Abo my higheſt praiſe. 
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1X. EVIDENCES OF SINCERE LOVE TO 
GOD. 


IF I love thee not, my bleſſed God, I 
1 know not what I Jove : if I am uncer- 
tain or this, I am uncertain of my exiſtence. 
If I love thee not, what is the meaning of 
theſe pathetic. expreſſions, My God My 
All! thou ſpring of my life, and fountain 
of my happineſs ! my great reward, and m 

exceedin,” joy] the eternal object of my love, 
and ſupreme felicity of my nature ! Does 
not my heat attend my lips in all this 
language? How can this be, if my ſoul 
does not love thee ? | | en 


O my 


thy abſence! from whence proceeds this 


| ſipid without thee? Without my God what 
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O my God, if I love thee not, what is 
the meaning of this conſtant uneaſineſs at 


painful anxiety of mind about thy love, and 
all theſe intenſe, theſe reſtleſs deſires after 
thee? why are all the ſatisfactions of life in- 


are riches, and honour, and pleaſures to 
me? I ſhould eſteem the poſſeſſion of the 
world but a trifle, or rather my eternal da- 
mage, if it muſt be purchaſed with the loſs 
2 thy favour. Thy benignity is better 

han life, and the moments in which I en- 
— a ſenſe of thy love, are the only happy 
intervals of my life. Tis then I live; it is 
then J am truly bleſſed ; it is then I look 
down with contempt on the little amuſe- 
ments of the world, and pity them that 
want a taſte for theſe exalted pleaſures, 

How calm, how peaceful, in thoſe ſea- 
ſons, are all the regions af my foul! I have 
enough, I aſk no more. Can they languiſh 
for the ſtream who drink at the overflowing 
fountain? J have all the world, and more, I 
have heaven itſeli in thee; in thas Iam com- 
pletely and ſecurely bleſſed, and can defy the 
malice of earth and hell to ſhake the founda- 


tion of my happineſs, while thou doſt whiſ- 
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yy thy love to my foul. O bleſſed ſtabi- 

Ity of heart! O ſublime ſatisfaction! Haſt 
thou not told me that thou art mine by an 
inviolable engagement, when my ſoul de- 
voted itſelf ſincerely to thee? Does not thy 
word aſſure me, „ that the mountains ſha!] 
« depart, and the hills be removed; but 


te thy kindneſs ſhall not depart, nor the co- 


« venant of thy peace be broken?“ 

Haſt thou not terminated my wiſhes, O 
Lord, in thyſelf, and fixed my wandering 
deſires! Is it for riches and honour, for 


length of days, or pleaſure, that I follow 


thee with daily importunities ? Thou know- 
eſt theſe are not the ſubject of my reſtleſs 
portions : do Jever balance theſe toys with 
thy favour? Oh! no! one ſmile of thine 
obſcures all their glory. When thou doſt 
bleſs my retired devotions with thy preſence, 


I can wink all created beauty into black- | 
neſs. When I meet thee in my ſolitary 


contemplations, with what contempt do I 
look back on the leſſening world! 

How dazzling is thy beauty Hoco divine! 
How dim the luſtre of the world to thine. 4 


How dull are its entertajnments to the 
Pleaſures of converſing with thee! Oh; 


L #1 0 
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ſtay, in thoſe happy moments, cries my ſa- 
tisfied foul ; 


Stay, my beloved, with me here; 
Stay till the morning-flar appear; 
Stay till the duſty ſhadows fly | 
Before the day's uluſirious eye. 


Oh! ſtay till the gloomy night of life is 
paſt, and eternity dawn on my tou]. There 
is nothing in this barren place to entertain 
me when thou art gone : I can relith no- 
thing below, after thele celeſtial banquets. 

If I love thee not, what is the meaning of 
this impatience to be with thee? My foul 
© longeth, yea fainteth, for the courts of 
6c "0 Lord; when hall I come and ap- 

ear before thee? O that I had the wings 
0 5 a dove; fer then would I fly away, 
& and beat reit l“ 


4+ +I SS SS$$S$S$SI<S$I<SSEEGE> 
X. ASSURANCE OF SALVATION IN 
CHRIST JESUS. Si 


Have put my treaſure, my immortal 
I part into thy hands, O my dear Re- 
deemer; and * ſhall the prey be taken 
e trom the mighty ?** ſhall a ſoul, conſe- 


cr ated to ts. fall a ſacrifice to hell? 
s Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed God, am I not thine; and Gall col 
the temple of thy Spirit be prophaned, and lol 
the lips that have ſo often aſcribed domi- the 
nion, and glory, and majeſty to thee, be de- || 7: 
filed with infernal biaſphemy, and the. exe- 
crations of the damned? Shall the ſparks of V 
divine love be extinguiſhed, and immortal 

_ enmity ſucceed ? and ſhall I, who was once 
Wleffed with thy favour, become the object. 
of thy wrath and indignation ? Shall all the | ® 
mighty things thou. halt done for my foul be | 
forgotten ? Shall all my vows, and thy own | © 
facred engagements, be canceiled ? Tis all Þ 
impoſſible; for „thou art not as man, that 1 
« thou ſhouldeſt lie; nor as the ſon of man, | ": 
tc that thou ſhouldett repent.” £ 

Thou art ergaged by thy own tremen= || * 
dous name for my ſecurity : my God, and k 
my father's God; from generation to ge- 
neration thou haſt been our dwelling- place. 

I was devoted to thee in baptiſm by the ſo- I| © 
lemn vows. of my religious parents: my | © 
infant-hands were early lifted up to thec, 
and I foon learned to know and acknow- | 
ledge the God of my fathers. I have ac- 
tually ſubſcribed with my hand to the Lord, | 
and am thine by the moſt voluntary and de- 

liberate I The portion of Ja- 


cob 


= * 
_— I a 
——6 4+ FL 


—— "ea. 
— 
5 2 4 
—— —_— 


„ 
< 
. A ne 


— b — —— — - 
ou — — wr ren ery ß 


= o * — * 
— —8 
> * a 


pram nn = 
33 
& 7, _— A tt * N 
- 5 x —— 
— — — — on 2 — — — 
—— n 


. 
4110 


2 


OF THE HEART. 38 


cob is my aa: choice, nor need. I fear 
loling it while thy word is eſtabliſhed as. 
the heavens. 


The Lord who 0 made e beawen, earth and fea, 
And all that they contain, 


Wil newer quit bis fledfoft truth, 


Ner 2 his promiſe van. 


Were my dependance on myſelf, T were 


undone: the kit temptation W ſhake 


my reſolutions : J ſhould fell the ineſtimable 
riches of thy love for a trifle, and fool away 
immortal, pleaſures for the joys of a mo- 
ment; a ſpecious deluſion would ſeduce 
me from all my hopes of a glorious futu- 
rity. I ſhall fall a victim to my own folly, 


and muſt inevitably periſh, if thou forſake 


me: but the ſtrength of Iſrael is my hope, 
che Mighty One of Jacob my defence. 
Thou art the Kock of ages? the fixed 
and immutable Divinity is my high tower 
and my refuge, my Redeemer and Al- 
mighty Saviour. Thele were the bleſſed, 
the glorious titles by which thou didſt at 
fret aſfure my doubtful ſoul : theſe were 
the tranſporting names I knew and called 


thee by, and thou haſt anſwered them thro' 


all the changes of my life. 


I WAS 


— — — — cha. — nl ini —— ——— — 


e 


8 
2 $I 
2 — 


1 
> ESRD EIS TY CE e * . 
_ 8 * 6 WY? 
* N r = , wg > * 
n . — Codes 24> Pie. of le 2 — it 5 
N - * * 2 be . r I. 
4 2 — 
1 Hh 8 28 


r 


n 


y 5 n « b bk Sal IN oa 1 . = 
PPP 


1 


n 
- - 


38 DEVOUT EXERCISES: 
I was thy early care; thou didit ſupport 
my helpleſs infancy, and art the watchful 
guide of my unſteady youth. Whichway 
{oever I turn I meet thy mercy, apd trace 
thy providence ; and as long as I live I 
will record thy benefits, and depend on thy 
truth; thoſe benefits which have conſtant! 

purſued me, and that truth which has never 
deceived me, and is engaged never to a- 
bandon me. Tranſporting affurance ! what 


farther ſecurity can I aſk, what ſecurity can 


I with, beyond eternal veracity | “ The 


„mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be 


* removed; but thy kindneſs ſhall not de- 
© part, nor the covenant of thy peace be 
& broken; that covenant winch has been 


ſealed by the blood of the Son of God, and 
in that holy ſacrament I have received the 


pledges of thy love. Thou didf graciouſly 
invite me into that communion, and met me 
there with the moſt unmerited favour. _ 
Fear not, ſayeit thou, poor trembling 
ſoul, for I am thy Redeemer, and thy migh- 
ry Saviour, the Hope of Ifrael, and in my 
name ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
blefled ; «© I am gracious and merciful, 
cc Jong-ſuffering, and abundant in good- 
cc nels and truth, *” Theſe are the titles by 
| which 


* 
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which I have revealed myſelf to men. I 
came the expected Meſſiah, tlie Star of Ja- 
cob, and the Glory of the Gentiles; I 
came from the fulneſs of ineffabſe glory, i in 
the form of man to redeem the race of 
Adam; I am willing and able to fave, and 
« wholoever comes to me, Iwill in no wife 
e calt away. Fear not; I had kind de- 
ſigns towards thee from eternity; and by 
theſe viſible ſigns of my body and blood 1 
ſeal my love to thy ſoul: take here the 
pledges of heaven, the aſſurances of ever- 
laſting happineſs. 

Tis enough, replied my tranſported ſoul; 
divide the world as thou wilt, let others 1 
eavied ſhare its glory; thy love is all T 
crave. 1 am bleſſed with that aſſurance, I 
I am ſurrounded with the joys of paradiſe 
every place 18 a heaven, while my beloved 
is mine, and I am his. | 


If all the monarchs, whoſe command ſupreme | 


Divides the wide dominion of this ball, 
Should offer each his boaſted diadem, 

1 would not quit thy favour for them all: 
Theſe triſtes with contempt I would ræſign; 


pF ve world” 5 atoy,while I can call thee mine. 
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Let God and angels witneſs for me, that 


I renounce the world and chooſe thy love | 


as my portion; witneſs that I ſacrifice my 


darling fins to thee ; and from this moment 
 folemnly devote myſelf to thy ſervice. 


Thus did I engage myſelf to be the 
Lord's; and thus didſt thou graciouſly con- 
deſcend to ſeal the privileges of the new co- 
venant to my foul. And O let the ſolemn 
tranſaction never be forgotten; let it be 


written in the volumes of eternity ; let it be | 


engraven in the books of unalterable de- 
ſtiny : there let the ſacred articles ſtand re- 
corded, and be had in everlaſting rement- 
brance. | 
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XI. THOU ART MY GON. 


FA God, thou art my God; thou art thy 
own blefledneſs, the centre of thy 

own deſires, and the boundleſs ſpring of thy 
own happineſs. Thou art immutable and 
infinitely perfect, and therein conſiſts thy 
bleſſedneſs and glory; but that thou art 


my God, it is from thence flows all my 
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conſolation ; this glorious privilege is my | 


« and 


dignity and boaſt. Thou art my G04, | 
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ce and I will praiſe thee; my father's God, 9 
and J will exalt thee. The Lord liveth, 2 
cc and bleſſed be my rock, and let the God | | 
« of my ſalvation be exalted. Thy be- 1 
ce nignity is better than life, therefore my 4 
„lips thall praife thee.” * 1 

I have all things in poſſeſſing thee; I "1 
find no want, no emptinets within; m 1 
wiſhes are anſwered, and all my deſires ap- 1 f 
peaſed, when I believe my title to thy fa- i | 
vour tecure. Whatever tempelts ariſe, i 

| whatever darkneſs ſurround me, yet thou 1 

art my God; I cry, and the ftorms are ap | | 

| peaſed, and the darkneſs vanithes. I find Fl 
my expectations from the world diſappoint- [| 
ed, my friends falſe, and human dependence v5 | 
vain ; but ſtill thou art my God, my un- 4 | 
failing confidence, my rock, my everlaſtin . 
inheritance, Death and hell level their 4 
darts againſt me; but with a heavenly tran- 74 
quiliity L cry, * Thou art my God: I 
« dweli on high, my place of defence is the mn 
©& nzunition of rocks.“ | || 
My hiding -place, my refuge, tower, _ 11 
And ſbield, art thou, O Lord; 14 
J. firmly anchor all my hopes 74 
On thy unerring word. 1 
E 2 While 4 
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While thou art mine, what can I fear ? 
Can Omnipotence be vanquiſhed ? can al- 
mighty ſtrength be oppoſed ? When it can, 
then, and not till then, ſhall I want ſecu- 
rity; then, and not till then, ſhall my 
confidence be ſhaken, and my hopes con- 
founded. 

Thou art my God. Let me again re- 

at the glorious accents, and hear the plea- 
ſurable ſound ; let me a thouſand and a 
thouſand times repeat it; it is rapture all, 
and harmony : the harps of angels and their 
tongs, what notes more melodious could 
they ling or play? What but theſe tranſ- 
porting words give the emphaſis to all their 
Joys? On this they dwell, it is their eter- 
nal theme, „Thou art my God.” Like 
me, every ſeraph boaſts the glorious pro- 
priety, and owes his happineſs to thoſe im- 
portant .words ; in them unbounded joys 
are comprehended. Paradiſe itſelf, all hea- 
ven is here deſcribed ; all that is poſſible 
to be uttered of celeſtial bleſſedneſs is here 
contained, 

My God, my all-ſuficient good, 

My portion and my choice; 
In 7255 my vaſt defires are fill'd, 

Aud all my powers rejoice, | 

My 
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My God, my triumph, and my glory: 
let others boaſt of what they will, and pride 
themſelves in human ſecurities; let them 
place their confidence in their wealth, their 


honour, and their numerous friends; I re- 


nounce all earthly dependence, and glory 


only in my God. 


9 


From him alone my joys ſhall riſe, 
And run eternal rounds; 
Beyond the limits of the ſties, 
And all created bounds. 


When death ſhall remove all other ſup- 


ports, and forces me to quit my title to the 


deareſt names below, in my God I ſhall 
have an unchangeable property : that en- 


gagement ſhall remain firm, when I ſhall 


loſe my hold of all other enjoyments; when 
all human things vaniſh with an everlafting 
flight, I ſhall bid them a joytul adieu, and 
breathe out my ſoul with this triumphant 
exclamation, * Thou art my God, my 
inheritance, my eternal poſſeſſion : nor 
death, nor hell ſhall ever ſeparate me from 
thy love. | 
Thou art my God.” Let me ſurvey 


the extent of my bleſſedneſs: let me take a 


proſpect of my vaſt poſſeſſion : let me con- 
* 3 der 
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ſider its dimenſions : O height! O depth ! 


O length and breadth immeaſurable! 1 
have all that is worth poſſeſſing; e Thou 


& art my God.” 
But what have I uttered ? Ts mortality 
permitted to ſpeak theſe daring words ? can 


the race of man make ſuch glorious pre- 
tenſions ? Thou thyſelf canſt give no more: | 
thou that art thy own happineſs, and the 
ſpring of joy to all thy creatures ; with thee | 


are the fountains of pleaſure, and in thy 


preſence is fulneſs of joy; immortal Hfe 
and happineſs flow from thee, and they are 


neceſſarily bleſſed who are ſurrounded with 
thy favour ; thou art their God, and “ thou 
art my God, to everlaſting ages. 


Earth flies, with all the charms it bas in flore, 


Its ſnares and gay temptations are no more. 
Creatures no more of entity can booſt, 


| The ftreams, the hills, and tou" ring groves 


are 10 


The ſun, the ars, and the fair fields of light 


Wilbdraw, and now are vaniſh'd from my 
fight, 
And God is all in all, 


— 
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h1'f xii. CONFESSION or SIN, WITH 
1 HOPE OF PARDON. ö 
ou | os | | 
RE AK, break, inſenſible heart! let 
ity confuſion cover me, and darkneſs, 
-an black as my own guilt, ſurround me. Lord, 
re- Y what a monſter am I become! How hate- 
e: ful to myſelf for offending thee ? How much 
he more deteſtable to thee; to thee, againſt | 
nee whom 1 have offended ?' Why have I pro- 1 
hy voked the God on whom my being every 5 
ife | moment depends; the God, who out of no- i 
we | thing advanced me to a reaſonable and im- j 
ith | mortal nature, and put me in a capacity of 
ou being happy for ever; the God, whoſe good- 1 
neſs has run parallel with my life; who has i | 
preſerved me in a thouſand dangers, and 1 
e, kept me even from the ruin I courted, and # 
. even while I repined at the providence that |} 
{aved me? | 4 
"es How often has he recovered me from 
| ceternal miſery, and brought me back from i | 
ht the very borders of hell, when there was but 
1 a dying groan, but one faint ſigh between 
me and everlaſting perdition! When all 
human help failed, and my mournful friends [ 


were taking their laſt farewell ; when every 


| tmiling hope forſook me, and the horrors of | 
v-8 E 4 | 


death 
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death ſurrounded me, to God 1 cried from 
the depth of miſery and deſpair; I cried, 
and he was entreated, and reſcued my lite 


from deſtruction: he © brought me out of 
<« the miry clay, and ſet my feet upon a 


& rock.” A thouſand inſtances of thy 


goodneſs could I recount, and all to my 


own confuſion. 

Could I conſider thee as my enemy, I 
might forgive myſelf ; but when I conſider 
thee as my beſt friend, my tender father, the 
ſuſtainer of m lite, and author of my hap- 
pineſs, good God! what a monſtereus thing 
do I appear, who have ſinned againſt thee ? 
Could I charge thee with ſeverity, or call 
thy laws rigorous and unjuſt, I had tome 
excule ; but I am ſilenced there by the con- 
viction of my own reaſon, which aſſents to 
all thy precepts as juſt and holy. But, to 
heighten my guilt, I have violated the ſa- 
cred rules I approve z I have provoked the 
Juſtice I fear, and offended the purity I a- 
dore. 

Vet ſtill there are higher aggravations of 
my iniquity: and what gives me the utmoſt 
confuſion is, that L have ſinned againſt un- 
bounded love and goodneſs, Horrid ingra- 
titude ! here lies th2 emphaſis of my tolly 
and 
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and miſery ; the ſenſe of this torments me, 
can I not fay, as much as the dread of hell, 
or the fear of loſing heaven? I hy love and 
tender compaſſion, the late pleaſing ſubjects 
of my thoughts, are on this account become 
my terror, The titles of an enemy and a 
judge ſcarce ſound more painful to my ears, 
than thoſe of a friend and a benefacter, 
which to ſhametully enhance my guilt ; 
thoſe ſacred names confound and terrify my 
ſou], becauſe they furniſh my conſcience 
with the moſt exquiſite reproaches. The 
thoughts of ſuch goodneſs abuſed, and ſuch 
clemency affronted, feem to me almoſt as 
inſupportable as thoſe of thy wrath and ſe- 
verity.-O whither ſhall I turn! I dare not 
look upward, the ſun and ſtars upbraid me 


there? if I look downward, the fields and 


fountains take their Creator's part, and hea- 
ven and earth conſpire to aggravate my ſins. 
Thoſe common bleſſings tell me how much 
I am indebted to thy bounty ; but, Lord, 
when I recall thy particular favours I am 
utterly confounded. What numerous in- 
ſtances could I recount ! Nor has my re- 
bellion yet ſhut up the fountain of thy grace; 


for yet I breathe, and yet I live, and live to 


implore a pardon : heaven is ſtill open, and 
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the 8 of God acceſſible. But oh 
with what confidence can I approach it; 
what motives can I urge, but ſuch as carry | 
my own condemnation in them ? ; 

Shall I urge thy former pity and indul- 
gence? This were to plea againſt mylelt : | 
and yet thy clemency, that clemency which 
I have abuſed, is the belt argument I can 
bring; thy grace and clemency, as revealed | 
in Jeſus, the Son of thy love, the blefled 
Reconciler of God and man. 

O waiither has my folly reduced me ? 
with what words ſhall I chooſe to addreſs 
thee ? „ Pardon my iniquity, O Lord, for 
it is great.“ Surprifing argument! yet 
this will magnify thy goodneſs, and yield 
me an eternal theme to praile thee ; it will 
add an emphaſis to all my graetul ſongs, 
and tune my harp to everlaſting har [MONY. 
The ranſomed of the Lord ſhall join with 
me, while this glorious inſtance of thy grace 
excites their wonder, and my unbounded } 
gratitude ; thus ſhall thy glory be exalted. 

O Lord God, permit a poor worthleſs 
creature to plead a little with thee. What 
honour will my deſtruction bring thee ? what 
profit, what triumph to the Almighty will 
my perdition be? Mercy is thy brighteſt 

attri- 
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attribute; this gives thee all thy lovelineſs, 
and completes thy beauty. By names of 
kindneſs and indulgence thou haſt choſen to 
reveal thyſelf to men; by titles of the moſt 
tender import thou haſt made thyſelf known 
to my ſoul : titles which thou doſt not yet 


diſdain, but art ſtill compaſſionate, and 
ready to pardon. 


But that thou haſt or wilt forgive me, O 
my God, aggravates my guilt. And wilt 


thou indeed forgive me; wilt thou remit 


the gloomy ſcore, and reſtore the privilege 


I have forfeited ? Wonderous love! aſto- 
niſhing benignity ! let me never live to re- 
peat my ingratitude ; let me never live to 


break my penitent vows ; let me die ere 


that unhappy moment arrive, 
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XIII. THE ABSENCE OF GOD ON 
| EARTH. 


HAT is hell, what is damnation, 
but an excluſion from thy preſence ? 


*Tis the want of that which gives the re- 


gions of darkneſs all their horror. What 
is heaven, what are the ſatisfactions of an- 
gels, but the views of thy glory ? what but 


thy 


j 


r 
- 


50 DEVOUT EXERCISES 
thy ſmiles and complacence are the ſprings 
of their immortal tranſports ? 

Without the light of thy countenance, 
what privilege is my being? what canſt 
thou thyſelf give me to coontervail the infi- 
nite loſs? Could the riches, the empty glo- 
ries, and inſipid pleaſures of the world re- 

compenſe me for it? Ah? no, not all the va- 
riety of the creation could ſatisfy me, while 
I am deprived of thee. Let the ambitious, 
the licentious, and covetous, ſhare their 
trifles among themſelves; they are no a- 
mulement for my dejected thoughts. 

There was a time (but, ah ! that happy 
time is pait, thoſe bliſsful minutes gone) 
when, with a modeſt atſurance, I could call 
. thee my Father, my almighty Friend, my 
; #5 QErence, my hope and my exceeding great 
& reward: but thoſe glorious advantages 
are loft, thoſe raviſhing proſpects withdrawn, 
and to my trembling ſoul thou doſt no more 
appear but as a conſuming fire, an inacceſ- 
ſible majeſty, my ſevere judge, and my om- 
nipotent adverſary ; and who ſhail deliver 
me out of thy hand? where ſhall I find a 
ſhelter from thy wrath ? what ſhades can 
cover me from thy all- ſeeing eye ? 


One 
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One glance from thee, one piercing ray, 
Would kindle darkneſs into day: 

The weil of night is no diſguiſe, 

No ſcreen from thy all-ſearching eyes: 
Thro midnight ſhades thou find'ft thy way, 
As in the blazing noon of day. 


« But will the Lord caſt off for ever ? will 
he be favourable no more? has God in- 
* deed forgotten to be gracious ?”* Will he 
ſhut out my prayer for ever, and mult I ne- 
ver behold my Maker? muſt I never meet 
thoſe ſmiles that fill the heavenly inhabitants 


with unutterable joy; thole ſmiles which 


enlighten the celeſtial region, and make e- 


verlaſting day above? In vain, then, have 


theſe wretched eyes beheld the light; in vain 
am I endued with reaſonable taculties and 
immortal principals : alas! what will they 


prove but everlaſting curſes, if I mult ne- 


ver ſee the face of God ? 


Is it a dream! or do I bear 

The woice that fo delights my ear? 
Lo, he o'er hills his ſieps extends, 

And, bounding from the cliffs, deſcends : 
Nod lhke a roe outftrips the wind. 


And leaves the panting heart behind. 
J have 
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<< I have waited for thee, as they that wait 
“ for the morning, and thy returns are 
more welcome than the ſpringing day-light 
after the horrors of a melancholy night; 
more welcome than eaſe. to the ſick, than 
water to the thirſty, or reſt to the weary tra- 
veller. How undone was I without thee ? 
In vain, while thou wert abſent, the world 


hath tried to entertain me: all it could of- 


ter was like jefts to a dying man, or like 
recreations to the damned. On thy favour 
alone my tranquility depends : deprived of 
that, I ſhould ſigh for happineſs in the 


midſt of a paradiſe : * thy loving-kindneſs 


cc is better than life. F Ge if a taſte of 
thy love be thus tranſporting, what ecſtaſies 
ſhall I know when I drink my fill of the 
ſtreams of bliſs, that flow from thy right 
hand for ever! But when 


When ſhall this happy day of viſion be? 
When ſhall Imake a near approach tothee? F 
Be loft in love, and aurapt in ecftaſy ? 

Oh! when ſhall I behold thee all ſerene, 
Without this envious cloudy weil between ? 
*Trs true, the ſacred elements* impart 

T by virtual preſence to my faithful beart, 
But to my ſenſe fiill unreveal'd thou art. 


This, 
* At the Lord's Supper. 
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This, though a great, is an imperfe# bliſs, 
To ſee a ſhadow for the God I wihh : 

1 My foul a more exalted pitch would Ho, 
And wiew thee in the heights of majeſty. 
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XIV. BANISHMENT FROM GOD FOR 
EVER. 


EPART from me, ye curſed |” 
Oh ! let me never hear thy voice 
pronounce thole dreadful words. With 
what terror would that ſentence pierce my 
heart, while it thunders in my ears Oh! 
rather ipcak me into my primative nothing, 
and with one potent word finiſh my exiſt- 
ence. 'To be ſeparated from thee, and 
curled with immortality, wa can ſuſtain 
the intolerabie doom. 


0 dreadful Hate of black deſpair , 


To ſee my God remove, 


And fix my doleful ſtation where 
I muſt not taſte his love, 


nor view the light of thy countenance for 


ever. Unutterable woe! there is no hell 

beyond it. Separation from God is the 

_ of miſery, Blackneſs of W 
an 
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and eternal night, muſt neceſſarily involve 
a ſoul excluded from thy pretence. What 
life, what joy, what hope is to be found 
where thou art not? I want words to Pe 
my thoughts of that diſmal ſtate. Oh! let 
me never be reſerved for the dreadful] expe- 
rience ! rather let looſe thy wrath, and in a 
moment reduce me into nothing. 

cc Depart from thee!” Oh! whither 
ſhould I go from thee ? * Into utter dark- 
& neſs !'* That makes no addition at all to 
the wretch's miſery that is baniſhed from 
thy face. After that fearful doom, I 
ſhould, without-conſtraint, ſeek out ſhades 
as dark as hell, being moit agreeable to my 
own deſpair, and | in the horrors of eternal 
night bewail the infinite loſs. 

The remembrance of that loſt happineſs 
would render celeſtial day unſufferable. 


The light of paradiſe could not cheer me 


without thy favour; the ſongs of angels 
would but heighten my anguiſh, and tor- 
ment me with a ſcene of bliſs which I muſt 
never taſte. The fight of thy favourites, 
and the glories of thy court, would but ex- 
cite my envy, and fill me with madneſs, 
while I confider2d myſelf the object of thine 


6 | mony 


eternal indignation : nor could all the har- 
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mony of heaven allay the horror of that re- 
flection. * 
The groans of the damned, and the 
darkneſs of the infernal caverns, would bet- 
ter ſuit my g grief. There, to the-cries of 
tormented ghoſts, and to the jound of et-r- 
nal tempeſts, I might join the wid com- 
plaints, and lament the lofs of infinite bliſs, 
and curſe my own folly. But all the plagues 
below, if I might {pcak my preſent thoughis 
ſhould not extort a bla!; hemous reflection 
on the divine attributes; for I know I de- 
ferve eternal iniſery, and even in hell I: hink 
l ſhould confeſs thy juſtice. Thy long- 
* pcrienced clemency, I am jure, ought to 
Gience My reproaches for ever, and to all 
eternity leave thee unblemiſhed with the im- 
putaiion of cruelty. | 
Eut, oh! what agonies would the re- 
nembrance of thy former favour excite? 
What exquiſite remorſe would it give me to 
recall thoſe | happy Moments when "Yo (Aidſk 
blels my retired devotion with thy] prelencc? 


After Thave reliſhed thoſe divine entertain= 
ments, nuw bitter would the dregs ot thy 


wrath dc? Winther would th 15 s ns link 


me, after I have enjoycd the light of thy 
CUUNKENANCE ? | 


F 1 


56 DE vOU Tr EXERCISES 


If I muſt loſe thy favour, Oh ! let me 
forget what that word imports, and blot for 
ever from my remembrance the joys that a 
ſenſe of thy love has excited : Jet no traces 
of thole ſacred tranſperts be left on my ſoul. 
But muſt I depart from thee into everlaſt- 
ing fre? Double and dreadful curſe! and 
yet unquenchable flames, and infernal { 
chains, (if I can judge in this life of ſuch 
awful futurities) would be leſs terrible than 
the ſenſe of thoſe loſt j Joys. That loſs would 
endure no reflection; the review would be 
for ever inſufferable; the ages of eternit 
could not diminiſh the exquiſite regret ; fil 
it would excite new and unuttera ble an- 
guiſh, and rack me with infinite defpair. j 
Blcfied God, pity the ſoul whoſe extrem- L 
eſt horror is the doom of an eterna] depar. 
ture from thee. © Draw my 'ſpirit into th: 
holieſt and the neareſt union with wu 
that is poſſible, while it dwells in this fleſh; 
and let me here commence that delichtfuf 4 * 
reſidence and converſe with God, which 
neither death nor judgement ſhall ever de 
ſtroy, nor ſhall a long eternity ever put 
TROY to dit, | 
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XV. THE GLORY OF. GOD IN HIS. 


; { My days are as an hand's-breadth, and 
my lite is nothing. before thee; but thou 
art the fame, and thy years never fail. 

From ever laſting to everlaſting thou art 
God; the incomprehenſible, the immu- 
able Divinity. The language of paradiſe, 
nd the ſtrains of celeſtial eloquence, fall 


q flight, loſe themſelves in bliſsful aſtoniſh- 
1 nent in ſearch of thy excellencies; even 
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WORKS OF CREATION, PROVI- 
DENCE, AND REDEMPTION. 


Y being immediately flows from 
IM: thee, and ſhould I not praiſe my 
| omnipotent Maker? I received the laſt 
breath drew from thee; thou doſt ſuſtain 
my life this very moment, and the next de- 
pends entireiy on thy pleaſure. *Tis the 
| KR of my nature to know, and my hap- 
pineſs to praile and adore my great original. 
But oh ! thou Supreme of all things, how 
Jart thou to be extolled by mortal man! 
I fay to corruption, Thou art my father, 
4% and to the worms, Ye are my brethren. 


ort of thy perfectious; the firſt-· born ſuns 


en with ſilent ecſtaſy, adore thee, while 
hou art veiled with ineffable ſplendour 3 
F 2 1 Ihe | 
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The bright, the bleſs'd Divinity is known, 
And comprehended by himſclf alone. 


Who can conceive the extent of that power, 
which out of nothing brought materials for 
a riſing world, and from a gloomy chaos 
bid the harmonious univerſe appear! 


Confuſion heard the voice, and wild uproar 
Stood rul d; flood vaſt infinity con fin d. 


At thy word the pillars of the ſkies were 
fram' d, and its beauteous arches raiſed; thy 
breath kindled the ſtars, adorned the moon 
with ſilver rays, and gave the ſun its flam- 
ing ſplendour. Thou didſt prepare for the 
waters their capacious bed, and by thy pow- 
er ſet bounds to the raging billows : by 
thee the vallies were cloathed in their flow- 
ery pride, and the mountains crowned with 
groves. In all the wonderful effects of na- 


ture we adore and confeſs thy power; thou 


uttereſt thy voice in thunder, and doſt ſcat- 
ter thy lightning abroad; thou rideſt on the 
wings of the wind, the mountains ſmcak, 
and the foreſts tremble at thy approach ; the 
ſummer and winter, the ſhady night and 
the bright revolutions of the day are thine. 
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Theſe are thy glorious works, parent of good ! 


\ Almighty, thine this univerſal frame: 


Thus wwond'rous they, thyſelf how wond"rous 
then ! 


| But O what muſt thy eſſential majeſty . 
and beauty be, if thou art thus illuſtrious | 


in thy works ! If the diſcoveries of thy pow- 


er and wiſdom are thus delightful, how. 


tranſporting are the manifeſtations of th 


| gootineſs ? From thee every thing that lives 


receives its breath, and by thee are all up- 
held in life. Thy providence reaches the 
leaſt inſet, for thou art good, and thy care 
extends to all thy works. Thou feedeſt the 
ravens, and doſt provide the young lions 


their prey: thou ſcatereſt thy bleſſings with 
a liberal hand on thy whole creation; man, 
ungrateful man, largely partakes thy boun- 


ty. Thou cauſeſt thy rain to deſcend, and 


| makeſt thy ſun to ſhine on the evil and un- 


thankful :; & for thou art good, and thy 


8 ©* mercy endureth for ever.“ 


; As the Creator and Preſerver of men, 
thou art gloriouſly manifeſt ; but, oh! how 


much more gloriouſly art thou revealed, as 


3 reconciling ungreatful enemies to thyſelf 
by the blood of thy eternal Son! Here thy 


F 3 bene- 
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beneficence diſplays its brighteſt ſplendour z 
1 here thou doſt fully diſcover thy moſt mag- 
1 nificent titles, THE LORD, THE LORD 
GOD, MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS, 
LONG-SUFFERING AND ABUNDANT 
IN GOODNESS: How unſearchable are 
c thy ways, and thy paths paſt finding 
cc out?” Infinite depths of love, never to 
be expreſſed by human language! And $ 
yet, ſhould man be ſilent, the itones thern- 
ſelves would ſpeak, and the mute creation 
find a voice to upbraid his ungrateful folly, 
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XVI. LONGING FOR THE COMING or | 


a+ * 


| | OME, Lord Jeſus, come quickly : 
11 oh! come, left my expectations ſaint, 
\4 left I grow weary, and murmur at thy long 
delay. I am tired with theſe vanities, and 
[| the world grows every day more unenter- 
- taining and inſipid; it has now lott its | 
charms, and finds my heart inſenſible to all 
its allurements. With cotaneſs and con- 


5 / 


tempt I view theſe tranſitory glories : in- 
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pectations, by faith I ſee the promiſed land, 
and every day brings me nearer the poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heavenly inheritance, Then 
ſhall I ſee God and live, and. face to face 
behold my triumphant Redeemer. | 


And in his favour find immortal light, 


Te hours and days, cut ſhort your tedious flight, 
b Ye months 3 

2 11 this deteſted barren world for me ) 

$ With hafly revolution roll along, 

I languiſh with impatience to be gone. 


years (if ſuch allotted be 


I have nothing here to linger for; my 


hopes, my reſt, my treaſure, and my joys, 


are all above; my ſoul faints for the courts 
of the Lord in a dry and thirſty land, where 


there is no refreſhment. 


How long * ſhall I dwell in Meſhech, 


[ and ſojourn in the tents of Kedar When 


will the weariſome journey of life be finiſh- 


ed? when ſhall I reach my everlaſting 
home and arrive at my celeſtial country? 
My heart, my wiſhes, are already there! I 
have no engagements to delay my farewell, 
nothing to detain me here; but wander an 
Junacquainted pilgrim, a ſtranger, and deſo- 
ate, far from my native regions. 


F 4 My 
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My friends are gone before, and are now 
triumphing in the ſkies, ſecure of the con- 
queſt, poſſeſſed of the rewards of victory. 
They ſurvey the field of battle, and look 
back with pleaſure on the diſtant danger: 
death and hell, for ever vanquiſhed, I. ave 
ag in the poſſeſßon of endleſs tranquil-, 
ity and joy; while I, beſet with a thouſang 
ſnares, and tired with continual toil, un- 
ſteadily maintain the field, till active faith 
ſteps in, aſſures me of the conqueſt, and 
ſhews me the immortal crown. Vis faith 
tells me, that „light is ſown for the 
„ righteous, and gladneſs for the upright 
it aſſures me that * my Re- 
ce deemer lives, and that he ſhall ſtand 


cc at the laſt day on the earth. And tho? 


ce after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, 
yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God: whom 
& I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and not another; 
% and theſe eyes ſhall behold, though my 
& reins be conſumed within me. Amen, 
even ſo come, Lord Jeſus.” This mult 
be the language of my ſoul till thou doſt 
appear, and theſe my impatient breathings 
after thee. Till I fee thy ſalvation, my 


God. 


heart and my fleſh will pine for the living Ml 
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&« Grant me, O Lord, to fulfil, as an 
« hireling, my day" ſhorten the ſpace, 
and let it be full of ation. *Tis of {mall 
importance how few there are of theſe little 
circles of days and hours, ſo they are but 


| well filled up with Arcen. and wich all 


proper duty. 
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GOD, 


F H! let not the Lord be angry, and J, 
() who am but dutt wii] fpeak, Why 
colt thou withdraw thylclt, and ſuffer me 
to purſuc thee in vain ? If I am ſurrounded 
with thy immenſity, „hy am I thus in- 
ſenſible of thee ? why do I not find thee, 

if thou art every. where preſent? I ſeek thee 

in the temple, where thcu haſt often met 
me; there I have ſeen the traces of thy ma- 
jeſty and beauty; but thoſe ſacred viſions 
| blels my light no more. I ſeck thee in my 
ſecret retirements, where J have called upon 
thy name, and have often heard the whil- 
ers of thy voice; that ce'eitial converia- 
ion hath often reached and enraptured my 
ul, but I am ſolaced no more with his 

divine 
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divine condeſccaſions. J liſten, but L hear I dre 
thoſe gentie ! tounds no more; I pine and | ay 
languiſh, but thou fleeſt me; ſtill I wither ma 
in thy abſence, as a drooping plant for the | na 
reviving ſun. ear 
O when wilt thou ſcatter this melan- | nol 
choly darkneſs? when {hall the ſhadows | thr 
flee before thee ? when ſhall the cheerful I co 
glory of thy grace dawn upon my mind at 
thy approach ? I hal} revive at thy light; Þ wh 
my vital ſpirits will confets thy preſence 3 | for 
grief and anxiety will vanith before thee, | ſor 
and nnmortal joys turround my foul. _ FOR 
Where thou art preſent, heaven and hap- but 
| pinels enſue; hell and damnation fils the anc 
breait where thou art abſent. While God pre 
withdraws, I am encompaſſe with dark- pal 
neſs and deſpair; the fun and ſtars thine WW wo 
with an uncoinforiable luſtre; the faces of N co; 
my friends grow tireſome the ſmiles of Neve 
angels would fail to cheer my languithing | | 
ſpirit. I grow unacquainted with tran- fro 
quillity; peace and joy are empty ſounds I; 
to me, and words without a meamng 
Tell me not of glory and pleaſure, there 
are no ſuch things without wy God; while d. 
he withdraws, what delight can theſes trifles 
afford ? All that amuſes mankind are but 
dreams 
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dreams of happineſs, ſhades, and fantattic 
1 appearances, What compenſation can they 
| make for an infinite goud departed ? All 
nature connot repair my loſs : heaven and 
earth would offer their ireaſures in vain; 
not all the kingdoms of this world, nor the 
$ thrones of archangels, could give me a re- 
{ compenſe for an ablent God. 

O where can my grief find redreſs? 
| whence can I draw ſatisfaction, when the 
fountain of joy ſeals up its ſtreams? My 
ſorrows are hopeleſs till he returns; with- 

out him my night will never ſee a dawn, 

but extend to everlaſting darkneos ; content 

and joy will be eternal ſtrangers to my 

breaſt. Had I all things within the com- 

pals af creation to delight me, his frowns 
won! blaſt the whole enjoyment ; unre- 
conciled to God, my foul would be for 
ever at variance with itſelf. 

Even now, while I believe thy glory hid 
from me but with a tranſient eclipſe, while 
T wait for thy return as for the dawning 
day, my foul ſuffers 1nexprefſtoie agonies at 
1 the delay; the minutes ſeem to linger, and 
Hays are lengthened into ages; but, Lord, 
hat keener anguiſh ſhould L feel, did i 


did 


— 


hink thy preſence had totally forſaken me; 
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did 1 1magine thy glory ſhould no more 
ariſe on my foul! My ſpirits fail at the 
ſuppoſition ; I cannot face the dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of my God for ever gone. Is 
it not hell in its moſt horrid proſpect, eter- 
nal darkneſs, and the undying worm, in- 
finite ruin, and irreparable damage ? Com- 
pared to this, what. were all the plagues 
that earth could threaten, or hell invent ? 
what is diſgrace, and poverty, and pain? 
what 18 all that mortals fear, real or imagi- 
nary evils? they are nothing compared to 
the terrors which the thoughts of loſing my 
God excites. 

O thou, who art my boundleſs treaſure, 
my infinite delight, my all, my ineffable 
portion, can I 
without light, and breathe without air, 
ſooner than be bleſſed without my God. 


Happineſs ſeparate from thee were a contra- | 


diction, an impoſſibility (if I dare ſpeak it) 


to Omaipotence itſelf, I feel a flame which F 
themeſt glorious creation could not ſatisfy, |; 
an emptineſs which nothing but infinite | 
I muſt find thee, or weary | 


love could fill. 


myſelf in an eternal purſuit. Nothing ſhall 
divert me in the endleſs ſearch, no obſtacle 
ſhall fright me back, no alluremont with- 


hold | 


part with thee. ? I may ſee | 
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hold me, nothing ſhall flatter or relieve my 
impatience; my bliſs, my heaven, my all 
depends on the ſucceſs. Shew me where 
thou art, O my God, conduct me into thy 


preſence, and let thy love confine me there 
for ever. | | 
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XVIII. APPEALS TO GOD CONCERN- 
1 ING THE SUPREMACY OF LOVE TO 
| HIM. | 


God, when I ceaſe to love and praiſe 
thee, let me ceaſc to breath and live 
when I forget thee, let me forget the name 
of happineſs, and let every pleaſing idea 
be razed from my memory. When thou 
art not my ſupreme delight, let all things 
elſe deceive me; let me grow unacquainted 
with peace, and ſeek repoſe in vain : let de- 
luhon mock my gayeſt hopes, let my de- 
ſires find no ſatisfaction till they are ter- 
minated all in thee. When I forget the 
ſatisfactions of thy love, O my God, let 
4 pleaſure be a ſtranger to my foul 3 when TI 
prefer not that to my chiefeſt joy, let me be 
inſenſible of all delight; when thy benignity : 
8 1s 
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is not dearer to me than life, let that life 
become my burden and my pain. 
Search the inmoſt receſſes of my heart, 
and if thou findeſt any competitor there, re- 
move the darling vanity, and blot every 
name but thine from my breait. Let me 
find nothing but emptineſs in the creature, 
when I forſake the all- ſufficient Creator: 
let the ſtreams be cut off, when I wander a- 
way and abandon the fountain, Let me be 
deſtitute of aſſiſtance when I ceale to rely 
on thee: let my lips be tor ever tilent when 
they refuſe to acknowledge thy benefits, and 
make not thee the ſubject of their higheſt 
praiſe, Let no joyful {train enter at my 
ear, when thy name 1s not the mott de- 
lightful ſound they can convey to my heart, 
I have been pronouncing heavy curſes on 
myſelf, it thy love be not my chief bleſſing; 
yet, O my deareit good, my portion, and 
my only telicity, might I not go on tarther 
ſtill, and even venture immortal j joys on the 
fineerity ot my love to thee? Blefſed Lord, 
forgive thele dangerous efforts of a- mortal 
tongue, which are - the mere out-br eathings 
of a fervent affection. 1 could even dare to 
pledge all my hopes and pretenſions to fu- 
ture Sappencts, and TY let not my heart de- 
ceive 


59 
ceive me!) I think I could riſk them all, 
if thou thyſelf art not the object of my 


brighteſt hopes, and the light of thy coun- 
tenance ihe height of that expected happi- 
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nels. 


If I defire any thing in heaven or On 
earth in compariſon of thee, I am almoſt 
ready to ſay, Banith me as an eternal exile 
from the light of paradiſe : even that para- 
diſe would be melancholy darkneis withuut 
thee, and the obſcureſt corner of the crea - 


tion, bleſſed with thy preſence, would be 
more agreeable. Oh! where could I be 
happy remote from thee ? what imaginable 


good could ſupply thy abſence ? Say, O my 


God, do I not love thee ? 
Shall I call the holy angels to witneſs ? 
ſhall 1 call heaven and earth to witneſs ? 


will not the moſt high God himſelf, the 


poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, condeſcend to 


witneſs the ardour and ſincerity of my love ? 
With what ier do J reffect on the 
obligations by which I have devoted myſelf 


to thee ! My ſoul collects itſelf, and with 


an entire aſſent gives up all its powers to 
| thee: I would bind myſelf unto thee be- 
yond all the ties that mortals know. Ye 
miniſters of light, * me your flames, and 


teach | 
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teach me your celeſtial forms; let all be no- 
ble and pathetic, and ſolemn as your own 
immortal vows, and I will joyfully go thro” 
them all to bind myſelf ro my Goa tor ever. 
Say, now, ye heavens and carth, ſay, ye 
holy angels, and O thou ali-know:ng God 
ſay, do I not love thee? 


reer Nr 


XIX. A DEVOUT RAPTURE; OR, LOVE 
TO GOD INEXPRESSIBLE, 


HOU radient fun, thou moon, and 

all ye fparkling ſtars; how gladly 
would I leave your plealant light to ſee the 
face of God! Ye cryta} ſtreams, ye groves 
and flo wry lawns, my innocent del; lights. 
how joytully could J leave you to meet that 
bliſsful proſpect! And you delightful faces 
of my friends, | would this moment quit 
you all to ſee him whom my ſoul loves ; 19 
loves, that I can find no words to express 
the unutterable ardour. Not as the miſer 
loves his wealth, nor the ambitious his 
grandeur; not as the libertine loves his 
pleaſures, or the generous man his friend; 
thete are flat ſimilitudes to deſcribe ſuch an 
intenſe paſſion as mine. Not as a man 

ö ſcorched 
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ſcorched in a fever longs for à cooling 
; draught ; not as a weary traveller wiſhes 
for ſoft repoſe : my reſtleis deſires admit of 
no equal compariſon from theſe. — 
l love my friend; my vital breath and the 
# light of heaven are dear to me; but, ſhould 
I fay I love my God as I love theſe, I ſhould - 
belie the ſacred flame which aſpires to infi- 
nity. Tis thee, abſtractly thee, O uncre- 
ated Beauty, that I love; in thee my wiſth- 
es are all terminated : in thee, as in their 
| bliſsful centre, all my defires meet, and 
$ there they muſt be eternally fixed: it is 
thou alone that mutt conſtitute my everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, Were the harps of angels 
ſilent, there would be harmony for me in 
the whiſpers of thy love: were the fields of 
light darkened, thy ſmiles would bieſs me 
with everlaſting day; the viſion of thy face 
will attract my eyes, nor give me leiſure to 
waſte a look on other objects to all eternity, 
any farther than God is to been in bis 
creatures. All their beams of grace, and 
joy, and glory, are derived from thee, the 
eternal Son, and will merit my attention 
no farther than they reflect thy image, or 
diſcover thy excellencies. 


)) 


72 bvour EXERCISES 


Even at this diſtance, encompaſſed with . 


the ſhades of death, and the miſts of dark- 
neſs; in theſe cold melancholy regions, 
when a ray of thy love breaks in on my 
ſoul, when through the clouds I can trece 
but one feeble beam, even that obſcures all 


human glory, and gives me a contempt for I. 


whatever mortality can boaſt. What won- 


ders then will the open viſion of thy face 
effect, when 1 ſhall enjoy it in ſo ſublime a 


degree, that the magnificence of the ſkies 
will not draw my regard, nor the converſe 
of angels divert my thoughts from thee ? 
Thou wilt engroſs my everlaſting attention; 
and I ſhould abound in felicity, if I had no- 


thing to entertain me but immediate com- 


munion with the infinite Divinity. 


Mend thy pace, old lazy time, and ſhake 2 
thy heavy ſands; make ſhorter circles, ye 


rolling planets; when will your deſtined 


courſes be fulfilled ? Thou reſtleſs ſun, how- | 


Jong wilt thou travel the celeſtial road? 
when will thy ſtarry walk be finiſhed ? when 


will the commiſſioned angel arreft thee in 
thy progreſs, and, lifting up his hand, ſwear | 


by the unutterable name, that time ſhai] 
te be no more?“ O happy period l my im- 
patievt ſoul ſprings for ward to ſalute thee, 
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1 and leaves the lagging days, and months, 
and years, far behind. * Make haſte, my 


© beloved, and be like a roe, or a young 


{ 4 hart, on the ſpicy mountains. 

I pine, I die for a ſight of thy counte- 
& nance: Oh! turn the veil aſide, blow a 

& the ſeparating cloud, pull out the pins of 


this tabernacle, break the cords, and let fall 
the curtain of mortality: O let it interpoſe 
no longer between me and my perfect bliſs, 


I feel thoſe flames of divine love which are 
$5 unextinguifhable'as the lights of heaven; nor 
1 death itſelf ſhall quench the ſacred ardour. : 


' Ye minilters of light, ye guardians of the 


+ juſt, ſtand and witneſs to my vows; and 
in an humble dependance on thy grace, O 


Jeſus, may I not venture to bid theſe th 


1 tlaming miniſters proteſt againſt me when I 


change my love, and ſtand my accuſers at 


the laſt judgment? When I prove lalſe to 


FF thee, may I not venture to ſay to them all, 


Bring in your awful evidence, and proelaing 
2 perjury? 


; For you have ligen d while the e name 


That kindles in each bead uly breaſt a flame, 
Tou liſten d while it melted on my tongue, 


Floao d from my lips, and gas the mids 


wight ſong. 
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1 85 hours, 


While holy lowe employ d my noblefl pre” rs: 


TH heavens appear d, andth” proputious ſkies 


Unveil d their inmaſt glories to my eyes. 

Ob ! flay, I cry'd, ye happy moments ſtay 
Nor is your flight ſnatch that delights ab ; 
J aſe no more the riſing ſun to view, 
To mortals and their hopes 1 bid adieu. 


Theſe heavens and this earth have heen 
witneſſes to my vows: the holy angels have 
been witneſſes, and all will join together to 
condemn me when I violate my faith. 
Strengthen and confirm it, O my Saviour, 
and make the bonds of it immortal. 

If I were only to reaſon upon this ſub- 
je&, I might ſay, What motive could earth, 
what could hell, what could heaven itſelf 
propoſe to tempt my ſou] to change its love? 
What could they lay in the balance againf 


an infinite good? What could be thrown. 


in as a ſtake againſt the favour of God? 
Aſk the happy fouls who know what the 


light of his countenance imports, who drink 


in joy and immortality from his ſmiles ; aſk 
them what value they ſet on their enjoy- 
ment? aſk them what in heaven or earth 
ſhould purchaſe one moment's interval of 


; their 
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their bliſs? aſk ſome radient ſeraph, amidſt 
W the fervency of his raptures, at what price 
he. values his happineſs; and when theſe 
| have named the purchaſe, earth and hell may 
try to balance mine. Let them ſpread the 
W baits that tempt deluded men to ruin; let 


WT riches, honour, beauty, and bewitching 


pleaſure appear in all their charms, the ſen- 
17 ſuality of the preſent and paſt ages, the 
$7 Perſian delicacy, and the Roman pride; let 
them uncover the golden mines, and diſ- 
cloſe the ruby ſparkling in his bed; let them 

open the veins of ſapphire, and ſhew the 
diamond glittering on his rock; let them 


all be thrown into the balance; alas! their 


weight is too little and too light. —Let the 
pageantries of ſtate be added, imperial titles, 
and the enſigns of majeſty; put in. all that 
boundleſs vanity imagines, or wild ambi- 
tion craves, crowns and ſceptres, regal veſt- 
inents and golden thrones—the ſcale ſtill 
mounts. Throw in the world entire—"tis 
unſubſtantial, and light as airy vanity. _» 

Are thele thy higheſt boaſts, O deluding 
world ? — Ve 470 5 of darkneſs, have 
you nothing elſe to offer? Are theſe your 
utmoſt propoſals? Are theſe a compenſation 
for the FAVQUR OF Gop? Alas! that 


boundleſs word has a meaning which out- 


G 3 weighs 
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weighs them all: infinite delight, vncon- 


ceivable joy, are expreſſed in it; the light 


of his countenance t:gnifies more than an- 
gels can deſcribe, or mortality imagine: 
and ſhall I quit all that an everlaſting hea- 
ven means for empty ſhadows ? 

Go, ye baffled tempters, go offer your 
toys to madmen and tools : they all vaniſh 
under my ſcorn, and cannot yield ſo much 
as an amuſement to my aſpiring thoughts. 
The ſun, in a3! its ſpacious circuit, beliolds 
nothing to tempt my wiſhes, Theſe wind- 
ing ſkies, in all their ample round, contain 
nothing equal to my deſires; my ambition 
has far different ends, and other profpe&s 
in view; nothing below the joys of angels 
can ſatisfy me. 

Let me explore the worlds of life and 
beauty, and find a path to the dazzling. re- 


ceſſes of the Moſt High ? let me drink at 


the fountain head of pleaſure, and derive all 
that T want from original and uncreated 
fulneſs and felicity. 

Oh! divme love! let me launch out into 
chy pleaſurable depths, and be ſwallowed 
up of thee: let me plunge at once in im- 
mortal joy, and loſe myſelf in the infinite 
wean of N 

Till 
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ill chen I murmur to the winds and 


Wreams, and tell the ſolitary ſhades my 
rief, The groves are conſcious to my 


3 


j Till then I pine for my celeſtial country; 


1 


1 
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Womp'aints, and the moon and ſtars liſten 
Wo my ſighs. By their ſilent lights I talk 
ver my heavenly concerns, and give a 
vent to my divine affections in mortal lan- 
aeuage; then looking upward, F grow im- 
ö 3 patient to reach that milky way, the ſeat of 
oy and immortality. 
Come love, come life, and that bleſs'd day 
Fer which I languiſb, come awvay z 
ben this dry foul, theſe eyes ſhall ſee, 
And drink the unſeal'd ſource of Thee. 


F © come, I cry, thou whom my foul 
loveth? I would go on, but want expreſ- 
ſion, and vainly ſtruggle with the unutter- 
able thought. 
Tell me, ye ſons of light, who feel the 
| force of theſe celeſtial fires ; in what language 
you paint their ſacred violence? Or do the 
tongs of ſeraphs falter? does the language 
of paradiſe want emphaſis here, and immortal 
eloquence fail? Surely your happineſs is 
more perfect than all your deſcriptions of 
it: heaven echoes to your charming notes, 
| WS as 
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as far as 5 reach, while divine love, whichl 0 
is all your ſong, is infinite, and knows no 4 ect 
limits of degree or duration. 15 W. bul 
Vet would ſay, ſome gentle ſpirit, c come Walt 
and inſtruct me in your art; lend me a gol- far 
den harp, and guide my ſacred flight; let Mit 
me uniate your devout ſtrains; let me copy og 
out your harmony; and then 


' Some of the faireſt choir abowe 


Shall flock around my ſong, 1 
Nat 
With joy to hear the name they love, 3 
Sound from a mortal tongue. $ 


Bleſſed and immortal creatures, I long | 
to join with you in your celeſtial ſtyle f 
adoration and love; I long to learn your 
ecſtaſies of worſhip and joy, in a language 
which mortals cannot pronounce, and to 
ſpeak the divine paſſion of my ſoul in words 


which are now W 


4 $4 48 244444 


XX. SELF-REPROOF FOR GS” 
TIVITY, | 


S it poſſible that I ſhould one day be 
vvrapt almoſt into the third heaven, and 
ear a tew weeks have paſted oyer me, I 


ſhould 
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£ is find myſelf creeping among the in- 
x ets of the earth, and almoſt as meanly 
Wbuſtcd as they? Can divine love, which ex- 
f Eited me lateiy into flaming tranſports, ſo 
Far ſublide and grow cool within me ? can 
Et leave me fo inactive as I now feel my- 
"m7 What ſhall I do to ſhame my con- 
ſcience with reproaches, and renew the flame 
of religious zeal and vigour ? | 
Alas! how does the activity of men 
about the little affairs of human life con- 
dem may negitge::ce in matters of everlait- 
ing conſequence! Does tne fond lover with 
such anxiety and impatience purſae the ob- 
4 ject of his WI nes; and ſhall not divine 
beauty and infinite lovelineſs enflame my 
deſires to a nobier height, and excite my 
languiming devotion ? 
= Are the ambitious fo reftlels and foli- 
| citous to make themſelves great, and to pur- 
chaſe the veneration of fools? Do they lay 
ſuch mighty projects, and compaſs their de- 
ſigns with ſuch pain and difiiculty, for mere 
pageantry and gaudy trifles ; and ſnall I, 
who am a candidate for heaven, a proba- 
tioner for celeſtial dignity, loſe my title for 
want of diligence ? ſhall J faint in the no- 
ble ſtrife, when God and angels are ready 


A 1 
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to aſſiſt me, and ever y moment's toil wall belf % 
recompenſed with eternal ages of reſt ana K 
triumph? * 
See, ſee, the moments fly, the about i# 
'fhortens, and the immenſe reward draws 
near; the palm of victory, the ſtarry crown, n 
are my view; the happy realms and fields. 
of light entertain me with their glor 1 . 
proſpect. Rouſe thee, my ſoul, to the mol: 
active purſuit of thoſe felicities ; waken 1 {6.4 
thy ſprightly powers; and let it never, ne. i 1 
ver be thy reproach, that the vigour and in. K 
tenſeneſs of thy labours fall ſhort of the 
pretenſions of thy defires ; or that thy hay 
induſtry. ſhould tink fo far below the fer- 102 
vour ot thoſe affections, which, in àa devout | N 
Hour, thou hait pronounced inexpreſſble. 
O Lord, what 4 mutabie thing is man! 
what fr ailty works in this fieſh and blood, | 1 
and hangs heavy upon our better powers! 
Is grace, divine grace alone, can keep 1 
{ 


{8 


B 


alive that immortal ipark within us, which 

came firſt from heav en, and firit taught our 
hearts to riſe and ſpring upward. Preſerve 
and complete thy own work, Almighty 
Grace, | 


21 


i. 4 JOYFUL VIEW OF APPROACH- 
_ NG DEATH. 
n I Death, where is thy ſting ? where is 
"EY thy boaſted victory? The conqueſt is 
Wne; 1 ſhall paſs in triumph througÞ chy 
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jp rk dominions ; and ot", the grace of 
1 > Son of God, my divine leader, I ſnall 

1 rear there, not a captive, but 2 conqueror. 
! 


O king of terrors, where are thy formid- 
j 1 Pie looks? I can ſee nothing dreadful in 
J aſpct: thou appeareſt with no tokens 
WW defiance, nor doſt thou come with ſum- 
1 hons fi om a ſevere judge, but gentle invi- 
ations from my bleſſed Redeemer, who has 
J WW Wea gloriouſly through thy territories in 

Pis way to his throne. 
5 Thrice welcome, thou kind meſſenger of 
| 1 y liberty and happinels! a thouſand times 
| more welcome than jubilee to the wretched 
Jflave, than pardon to a condemned malefac- 
tor. Lam going from darkneſs and con- 
finement, to immenſe light and perfect li- 
berty; from theſe tempeſhious regions, to 
the ſoft and peaceful climes above; from 

ain and grief, to everlaſting caſe and tran- 
quillity. For the toils of virtue, I ſhall 
immediately receive its vaſt rewards; for the 
reproach 
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reproach of fools, the honour and applanl * _ 
n In a few minutes I ſhall þ 


higher than yonder ſtars, and brighter M w 1 


tnan they. I ſhall range the boundlaff 2 c 
ther, and breathe the balmy air of pars . 
Jiſe. I ſhall preſently beho d my gloriouf 1 * 
Maker, and ling hallelujahs to my exalte( e 
Sawiour. 1 * 


And now come, ye bright cuardians of i - 
the juſt, conduct me through the unknown 1 al 
and trackleſs zther, for you paſs and re. 7 
paſs the celeſtial road continually; you have 
commiſſion not to leave me till [ arrive at. 
Mount Sion, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 6 


1 


K 


city of the living God; till I come to the 
innumerable company of angels, and the 
ſpirits of juſt men made per fect. F 
Hold out, faith and patience; it is buta 'Þ 
little while, and your work will be at an 
end; but a tew moments, and theſe e 
and groans ſhall be converted into everlaſt. 
ing hallelujahs; but a few weary ſteps, and 
the journey of life will be finiſhed. One 
effort more, ng ſhall have gained the top 
of the everlaſtmg hills "and from yonder i 
bright ſummit ſhall preſently look back on 
the dangers I have eſcaped in my travels 
—_ the widernels, . qr 
Roll 
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{WR oll faſter on, ye lingering minutes ; the 
' ne arer my joys, the more impatient I am to 
| e them : after theſe painful agonies, how 
of fr eedily ſhall I drink in immortal eaſe and 
 ME:ture! Break away, ye thick clouds; be 
1 . ye envious ſhades, and let me behold 
a clories ye conceal ; let me ſee the pro- 
Wd land, and ſurvey the happy regions I 
| | t immediately to poſſeſs. How long will 
: "ſ t interpoſe between me and my bright ſun? 
Etween me, and the unclouded face of 
Pod? Look up, my foul, lee how ſwestly 
i | Pole reviving beams br eak forth | how they 
| 15 the gloom, and gild the ſhades of 
1 feath! 
O bleſſed eternity! with what a cheerful 
Y Þlendor doſt thou dawn on my ſoul ! With 
I Nee comes liberty, and peace, and love, and 
Indleſs felicity: but pain, and forrow, and 
Iomult, and death, and darkneſs, vaniſh be- 
re thee for ever. I am juſt upon the 
hot es otgthoſe happy realms, where unin- 
errupted day and, eternal ſpring reſide ; 
onder are the delectable hills and harmo- 
ious vales, which continually echo to the 
ſongs of angels. There the bliſsful fields 
Extend their verdure, and there the immor- 


al groves aſcend, But how dazzling is 
» wy 
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thy proſpect, O city of God, of whom ſul 


glorions things are ſpoken ! In thee then 1 
«« ſha l be no more night, nor need of th! 
« (un or moon, for the throne. of Gad, 
and of the Lamb is in the midſt of thee; WF 
“and the nations that are ſaved ſhall walk 4 
ce in thy light, and the kings of the earth 
& ſhall bring their glory and honour into 1 
ec thee; and there the glorious Lord ſhall 

te be to us a place of defence, a place ol hl 
« ftreams and broad rivers z** and the voice 1 * 
of joy, and the ſhout of triumph, ſhall be 
heard in thee for ever. 


There holy ſouls perpetual ſabbaths a 

And never are concern'd for food or ſieep: 

There neww-come ſaints with wreaths * 
light are croaun d, 

While ivory harps and ſilver trumpets gende 

There flaming ſeraphs | hymns 2 

And raptur'd cherubs loud reſponſes ſings 


My eyes ſhall there bzhold the King 

6“ in his beauty; and ch! bow Taviſing 
will the aſpects of his love bel What un- 
utterable ecſtaſies ſhall I feel, when I meet 
thoſe ſmiles which enlighten heaven, and ex- 

| hilarate all the celeſtial regions; when I 
| mall view the beatific gory, without one 
inter- 
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? terpoſing cloud to eternity; when I ſhall 
ink my fill at the fountains of joy, and in 


"WW ole rivers of pleaſure chat Bow from his 
3, r. hand for ever. | 
Ci 4 

N N 6 44441666 60 
to WW x11. A DEVOUT RESIGNAT!ON OF 
sr TO THE DIVINE POWER AND 


W co0DnEss. 
| l M. all- ſufficient friend, my ſhield, 


e and my exceeding great reward!“ 
Thave enough: unbounded avarice can co- 
vet nothing beyond thee; the ſoul whom 
hou doſt not ſuffice deſerves to be eternally 
poor. Thou art my ſupreme happineſs, 
I y voluntary choice: I took thy love alone 
or my treaſure in that bleſſed day when I 
a F atered! into covenant with thee, and became 
thine: I made no articles with thee for the 
\& friendſhip, the honours, and pleaſures of the 
F world, but ſolemnly renounced them all, 
and choſe thy favour for my ſingle inheri- 
© tance, leaving the conduct of my life en- 
tirely to. thee. 

Theſe were my vows, ind theſe I have 
often renewed ; and ſhall I now retra& ſuch 


_w ww” op - = * 


ſacred obligations, and alter a choice ſo juſt 
GT, £3 Wy 325 9 and 5 
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86 
and reaſonable ? Forbid it. gracious coil +} 
let me never be guilty of ſuch madneſs N 
The world has often diſappointed my molt 


de 
confident expectations, but thou haſt nero" ce 
a 

ci 
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deceived me. In all my diſtreſs I have 
found thee a certain refuge, © my ſhield, 
my fortreſs, my high tower, my deliver. 3 
cc er, my rock, and he in whom I truſt.“ 1 E 
When there was none to ſave me, thy pow- il 
erful hand has ſet me free; thou halt re- 
dreſſed my grievances, and diſſipated my 
fears; thou baſt brought me to light out of 
po and turned my darkneſs into} 
o 
When the world could afford me nating 4 
but tempeſt and diſorder, with thee I have A N 
found repoſe and undiſturbed tranquillity. 
T hou haſt been my long-experienced re- 
fuge, my unfailing confidence, and I ſted- 
faſtly depend on thee for my future con- 
duct. . I cannot err when guided by infi- 
nite Wiſdom; I mult be fate in the arms 
of. eternal Love, to which J humbly reſign 
mylſeif. Let me have riches or poverty, 
honour or contempt ; whatever comes froni 
thy hands ſhall be thankfully received, J 
would here no voice but thine, nor make a 
ſtep but where I am following thee. * | 


| 
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d 1 If thou wouldſt leave me to chooſe for 
% elf, L would reſign the choice again to 


if Wee. I dread nothing more than the guid- 
er Nce of my own blind defires : I tremble at 
„e thoughts of ſuch a fatal liberty; avert, 
d, $ cious God, that miſerable freedom ! 


. ou foreſeeſt all events, and at one ſingle 
s doſt look through eternal conſequen- 
JB; therefore do thou determine my cir- 
i Wn tances, not to gratify my own wild de- 


y. but to advance thy glory. 3 
CVirhou haſt an unqueſtionable right to diſ- 
e of me; 1 am thine by neceſſary ties 


voluntary engagements, which I thank = 
iy acknowledge, and ſolemnly renew : 


of 


_ 


=@bcrat:ly and entirely I put myſelf into 


1 12 


* 
J 
2 
P 


ut hands. Whatever intereſt I have in 
world I facritice to thee, and leave my 
| de reſt enjoyments to thy diſpoſal, acknow- 
J eing it my greateſt happineſs to be guid- 
1 by thee. hs 
i Lord, what is man, that thou art mind- 
Ful of him?“ that thou who art ſupremely 
it, and independently happy, ſhouldſt 
cern thyſelf with human affairs, and con- 
end to make our wants as much thy 
e as if mortal miſeries could reach thee, 
interrupt immortal bleſſedneſs! Thou 
weuldft 
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| 0 wouldſt make us ſenſible of thineindulgen 03 ** 
1 by che moſt tender ſimilitudes: a fatal Es 
| gentle care but faintly ſhadows thine, ai or 
U all we can conceive of human pity {al Maile 
| l ſhort of thy compaſſion. Thou doſt ſee 4 1 
to ſhare in our calamities, and Graef de 
| 1 in all our grief. No friend flies to our af Er 
| ſiſtance with half the ſpeed that love b:1 mh * 
. thee; nor canſt thou ever want methods wer 
relieve thoſe that confide in thee. aur 
[ Thy providence finds or makes its w: 8 IF 
| through all oppoſitions ; the ſtreams ſha. . 
1 roll back to their fountains, the ſun ſhul 4 ich! 
1 ſtand ſtill, and the courſe of nature be y pa 
| verſed, rather than thou want means n 
It: bring thy purpoſes to paſs. No obttach i 
45 puts : a ſtand to thy deſigns, nor obitrudl | 
11 thy methods; it is thy will that makes na * } 
| ture and neceſſity: who can [tay thy handf # 3 
1 or {ay unto thee, What doſt thou?“ 40 un 4 
| | council ſhall ſtand, and thou wilt do ali oi In 
lf | pleaſure. Nothing 3 is impoſiible for chec Meret 
; accompliſh : wherever I calt my eyes, 1s u 
f inſtances of thy power: the extended fit n 
4 mament, the ſun and ſtars, tell, me wil . by 
| b thou art able to perform ; they atteſt were d 
F omnipotence, and rebuke my unbelief. bl wy 
1 f Who. ev. 
| | 
| 
| 


0 THE HEART. 89 


Pole creation pleads for thee, and con- 
ns my infidelity. 
Almighty God, forgive my diffidence, 
ile I confeſs it is moſt ine cuſable. Thy 
d! is nut ſhortened, nor are the ſprings of 
bounty ſealed; thy ancient miracles 
1 be not exhauſted thy ftrength, nor hath 
x Fr petual benificence impoverithedthee; thy 
4 wer remains undiminiſned, and thy mercy 
Wdurcth for ever. That dazzling attri- 
5 Pte ſurrounds me with tranſporting glo- 
ts : which way ſoever I turn I meet the 
5 Fe. conviction; I cannot recall a day of 


odneſs is not ſtamped. 


, who hath taſted of thy clemency 
greater mea;ure, or more oft, tbau I? 
ich way ſoe'er I turn my face or feet, 
Wee by mercy, and thy glory meet. 


nn whatever thou haſt granted, or what- 
er thou haſt denied me, thy beneficence 
as mingled with every diſpenſation; thou 


Wit not taken the advantage of my follies, 


Wor been ſevere to my fins, but haſt remem- 
ered my frame, and treated me wi h the 


moſt indulgence. IP be to thy name 
91 Ever. | 


1 N XX11E, 
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7 Wy paſt life on which ſome ſignature of thy 
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XXIII. REDEEMING LOVE. 7 


Lmighty Love, the theme of eve F. 2 : 

A heavenly fong ! infinite Grace, 1 Word 
wonder of angels! forgive a mortal ton W 
that attempts thy praiſe ; and yet ſhould maß We 

be filent, the mute creation would 100 | 15 cor 
voice to upbraid him. 'F 5 
But, ol! in what language ſhall I ſp mm * wy 
with what circumſtance ſhall I begin ? "Sf Ws... 
I roll back the volumes of eternity, ae 
egin with the glorious deſign that deter . | 10 
mined man's redemption before the birth * | 
Time, before the confines of Creation wal 8 > 
fixed: can nes 
Infinite years before the day, 25 

Or heavens began to roll? ned 

Shall I ſpeak i in general of all the nation 5 

of the redeemed? or, to excite my o² tha 
ratitude, ſhall I conſider myſelf, my worth one 
fel ſelf, included, by an eternal decree 5 K 0 
among the number of thoſe who ſhould he tal! 
of a Redeemer's name, and be marked outs c 
a pat taker of that immenſe privilege? Befoch em 
the foundations ef the hills were laid, ti myt 
* deſign was formed, and the blech of 
4 * An 


} 
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W of it ſchemed out before the curtains 
Me {ky were ſpread. 

Word! what is man? what am I? what 
che human race, to be thus regarded ? 
Narrow thoughts, and narrower words! 
W confeſs your defects; theſe are heights 
to be reached by you. Adorable mea- 
of infinite clemeney ! unfearchable 
s of grace; with what aſtoniſhment do 
Wr vey you! I am ſwallowed and loſt in 
glorious immenſity. All hail, ye di- 
myſteries? ye glorious paths of the un- 
Wchable Deity | let me adore, though I / 
never expreſs you. | 

Het ſhould I be ſilent, heaven and earth, 
bell itfelf would reproach me: the 
ned themſelves would call me ungrate- 
& ſhould I fail to celebrate that grace, 
fe loſs they are for ever lamenting; a 
W that leaves them for ever deſperate and 
one. Tis this grace which tunes the 
s of heaven, and yields them an im 
ral ſubject of harmony and praiſe. The 
ts of juſt men made perfect fix their 
emplations here; they adore thy glori- 
myſtery, and while they ſing the won 
of redeeming love, they aſcribe ſub- 
and living honours to kim that fits on 


H 3 | the 
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in. 


the throne, and to the Lamb for eren 


* 


IV 
And infinitely worthy art thou, O Lord, i 9 | 


receive the grateful” homage. Who hu us 


not praiſe and magnify thy name? who ſul 
deny the tribute of thy glory ? 4 
But, alas! what can mortal man add! 3 
thee? what can nothingneſs and vanin | | 
give? We murmur from the duſt, and 1 
tempt thy praile from the depths of miſn 1 
yet thou doſt condeſcend to hear and lite i ta 


to our broken accents; amidſt the halleh P. 
jahs of angels our groans aſcend to the'Y BY 
our complaints reach thee : from the heichl _ 
of thy happineſs, and from the exaltaiinſ Wy | 

of eternal glory, thou haſt a regard to ma 
poor wretched. man! thou receiveſt vi; 6 -B Wo to: 
mage with delight, his praiſes mingle wit 1 to 
the har mony of angels, nor interrupt an 
ſacred concord. Thoſe natives of heaval ho 
thoſe morning ſtars ſing together in th wp 
heavenly beatitudes, nor diſdain to let t! b [al 
ſons of earth and mortality join with th the 
in cclebrating the hononrs of Jesus, 10 3 
Lord and ours. To him be cv ery tongg ba 
devoted, and let every creature for % Bro 
praiſe him. Amen, | 13 
110 

he 
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4 IV. FLEADING FOR PARDON AND 
8 HOLINESS. 


by 
Mmortal ſpring of life, the fountain of 
all exiſtence, the firſt and laſt,“ with- 
4 put beginning of days, or end of years; 
Wore the heavens were created thou waſt, 
uralt remain unchanged while they wax 
aud decay. Thou art infinitely bleſſed 
6 thyſelt, thy glory admits of no addition; 
We praiſes of angels cannot heighten thy 
Wppinc!s, nor the blaſphemies of hell di- 
unit. Thou canſt do every thing, and 
t * power finds no obſtacle. Thou 
madeſt heaven and earth, the ſea, and the 
tountains of water; thou doſt according 
to thy will in the armies of heaven, and 
i amongſt the inhabitants of the earth: thou 
holdeſt the waters in the hollow of thy 
| hand, and meaſureſt gut the heavens with 
| 2 ſpan ; thou comprehendeft the duſt of 
the earth in a meaſure, and weigheſt the 
mountains in icales, and the hills in a 
balapce: thou covereſt thyſe:t with light 
as with a garment,” and art ſurrounded 
ch inacceſſible ſpendour: © thou art glo- 
rious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes ; the 
8 heavens are not clean in thy ſight, and 
H 4 thou 


* | 

] [ 9 44 - DEVOUT EXERCISES | 
| 1 * thou chargeſt thine angels with folly pt x 
nn hat then is man that drinketh in im wr 
ny c quity like water? What is man, 0 e £ 
[i te thou art mindful of him? or the fon eic 
li ce man, that thou doſt thus viſit him at 
. Tis becaule thou art good, and thy mere of, 
1 endureth for ever; mercy is thy prevailing ain 
0 attribute. Thou art compaſſion ate, an ta 
li} infinitely gracious, and haſt ful y maniſeſt. ” 
| ed thy love and benificence to the race 9 e | 
| man, in the glcr.ous methods of our er 
I demption from everlaſting bondage an, ea 
ö f death by thy Son Jeſus. 2 Ine 
| i T herefore, with the loweſt reverence, ail 1 
| moſt humble gratitude, I deſire to |: vlt TY 
17 mylelf before thee, acknowledging it m Wc 
143 euteſt honour and undeſerved privilegev vil 


Y 
7 
4 =Y 
* + 


approach the Lord ani bow myſelf befon 


| | the high God; I that am unworthy to ut. F Ext 
| | | ter thy ti cans name, or once to liſt TH hs 
| F my eyes to heaven. To my own confu - Wan 
| I; fon I here confeſs [ have abuſed the mercy Eb. 
IÞ which I now imptore, and injured that c 
| 4 odneſs and forb-arance by my fins which 
| I 
Wt am now addreſſing myſelf to. I ban 30 
[ forfeited the very benefits I aſk, and de. ao 
| ſpiſed thoſe ſacred privileges which I an} Ned 
BJ F 
1 forced to plead: I can uſe ſcarce any motim | fa: 
| | but fl 


N 
— <a + —— 
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J 


pt what would carry in it my own con- 


Wm nation. Shall IJ implore thy mercy by l 
We gracious terms of the new covenant, 
Waicd by the blood of thy eternal Son? Alas! = 
Pat gracious covenant I have violated, and £ 
WWofancd its facred ſeals : I have ſinned a- 3 
inſt the cleareſt light, and the tendereſt = 


Wn ſtances of love: I have not only broken 
Wy obligations to thee as my Creator, but 
We ſtronger engagements of thy adoption, 
Nen the glorious privilege of being admit- 
Wed into thy family, and numbered among 
Whe children of God. - 
Bout ſtill thoſe very circumſtances that 
iggravate my guilt, exalt thy mercy ; here 
Me freeneſs and magniticence of thy grace 
vill diſplay itſelf: here thou wilt anſwer the 
Indulgent title of a father in its tendereſt 
extent. I have no ſins too great for infi- 
Pite clemency to pardon. Thou art God, 
Wand not man; and as the heavens are high 
above the earth, ſo high are thy ways of 
compaſſion above all human methods. 
= I dare not ſet bounds to thy goodneſs, 
nor affirm, that thus far, and no farther, di- 
vine patience extends. Thou haſt pardon- 
ed and reſtored me to thy favour too often 
for me now to deſpair: my penitent ſighs 
were 
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were never rejected, nor my humble cequet 'Y Ie th 
unanſwered. I have always found the bea. | ate 
vens open, and the throne of God acceſſible pf h 
through the blood of a Redeemer. By his|Wtion 
agony and bloody ſweat, by his croſs and q 8 
paſſion, by his painful death and glor 10 Ps 
reſurrection, I implore thy pardon : he has 3 out 
made a full atonement, and divine Juſtice 9 In. 

will demand no further ſatisfaction. «To 1 
„% him give all the prophets witneſs, that, 
© through his name, whoſoever bclieveth in 
him, ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins.“ da 
O bleſſed Jeſus! the hope of the Gentiles, WW of 


the ſalvation of the ends of the earth: the WM 1 
great Meſſiah, the promiſed Saviour, who r. 
doſt anſwer theſe: glorious titles in their ut- , Ic 
moſt ſignification, to thee, my certain, my Wt * 
experienced refuge, I fly; O Son of God, 'P 1 
hear me; O Lamb of God, who takeſt -! 
way the fins of the world, have mercy on 

me. = - 


O eternal Spirit, the promiſed Comforter, Wi 
come withall thy facred conſolations: come, 
and be as dew to the drooping flowers, as 7 
rain to the parched ground; oh! come with 
thy reviving light, and diſpel the darknets || 
that beclouds my ſoul : break in like the. 
ſup after a melancholy night. One om” | 

| L 
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Sf thine would melt this frozen, this obdu- 
Mate heart, and kindle in my foul the ſpark 
et holy love; breath upon my cold affec- 
Miions, and raiſe them to a ſacred flame. 
WF Searcher of hearts! from whom nothing 
s concealed whole penetrating eyes find 
out hypocriſy in its darkeſt diſguiſe ; thou 
WF knoweſt the deſires of my ſoul, and art my 
WF impartial witneſs, that I kneel not here for 
the riches and honours of the world; that 
I am not proftrate before thee for length of 
days or pleaſure; but that it is the kingdom 
of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, that 
I ſeek. Give me not my portion with the 
rich and great, but let me have my humble 
lot with thy children; let me bear contempt 
and deriſion, and ſuffer reproach » ith the 
people of God, rather than enjoy the plea- 
{ures of fin, which are but for a ſeaſon. 
Thy favour 1s the end of all my wiſhes, 
the conſtant ſubject of my prayer. Oh! 
thou whoſe ears are open to the wants of 
all thy creatures, who heareſt the young ra- 
vens when they cry from their neſt to thee, 
who gweſt the men of the world the tranſi- 
tory things they chooſe, Wilt thou deny the 
defires which thou thyſelf doſt inſpire and 
approve? O let me be filled with that righte- 
: ouſneſe 
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liberality could not make thee poor. 
I aſk not privileges above the capacity of 


angels; I only beg that I may reach thoſe 
heights of holineſs and divine love, which 
ſouls, inveſted with a mortal body like 
mine, and incumbered with the ſame hu- 
man paſſions have attained. But m vain 
I ſtrive to imitate thoſe brig ht examples thou 
haſt ſet before me; without thy aſſiſtance 
all my endeavours will prove ſucceſsleſs. 
Thou knoweſt the frailty of my nature, and 
the mighty difficulties I have to encounter: 
I have not only the allurements of the 
world, but all the ſtratagems of hell to en- 
gage with, and a treacherous heart within, 
ready on all occaſſions to betray me into ſin 
anqd endleſs perdition : O let my impotence 
| il and danger awaken thy compaſhon, 
Remember thy former benignity, O Lord, 
and let that engage thee to grant me new 
ſupplies of that grace by which alone I ſhall 
prove victorious. Thy bounty to any of 
dhe works of thy hands muſt always ana 
=. | om 
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ouſneſs which I hunger and thirſt after, and 
be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. Thou canſt ſt 
not be diminiſhed, whatever perfection thou 
| doſt communicate to the creature; endleſs | 


my nature, nor aſpire to the perfections of 
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From the goodneſs of thy own nature ; for 
Wav hat creature can pretend to merit any 
Whing from thee ? I would urge nothing but 
Why own infinite mercy, when I entreat thee \ 
Wot to let me periſh, after the wonderful Ml 
[ ings thou bait done for my ſoul; after all x 
he pledges thou haſt given me of thy love, | 
et not my follies provoke thee to forſake 
Ine; but remember thy covenant, and its 
Fracious articles, and act according to thy 
dwainetfable b: nignity, which has been the 
glorious motive of every favour I have re- 
7 cived from thee, 
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5 XV. A TRANSPORT OF GRATITUDE 
; FOR SAVING MERCY. 


Bleſs a thouſand times the happy day 
1 when firſt a beam of heaveniy ight | 
broke in on my ſoul, when the day-itar from 
Won high viſited me, and the celeſtial light 
began to dawn. I welcomed its cheerful 
Wluſtre, and felt the ſacred influence; the 
flames of holy love awoke, and holy j joys 
were kindled. 
W The earth and all its pageantry diſap- 


peared like clouds before the morning _ 
; t 


4 
[AL 
A* 


U 


"TOO 


what is all I have reliſhed till now? What 
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the ſcenes of paradiſe were opened—ſerz. | . 
phic pleaſures, and unutterable delights. * 7, 
All hail, I cried, you unknown joys, my 4 


unexperienced pleaſur es! compared to you, 


is earthly beauty and harmony? what is al 
that mortals call charming and attractive 
I never lived till now; I knew no more] 
than the name of happineſs till now : 1 
have been in a dream during all the days 4 
my folly and vanity, but now J awake to 2 
the life of heaven-born ſpiri ts, and taſte the 

joys of angels. 
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'XXVI. IMPORTUNATE REQUESTS -o: 


THE RETURN OF GOD TO THE SOUL. 

HOU great and glorious, thou in- 
viſible and untverfal Being, art thou 

no nearer to be approached ? or do I fee 
thee amils? is there a corner of the creation 


unviſted by thee, or any place exempt A B. 


from thy preſence? I trace thy foot ter: 
tarough heaven and carth, but L cannot 
over;ake thee. | 


N | 4 - 
_— 
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17 y do I ſceb thee, if thou art not here ? 
ky * find thee not, if thou art ev'ry where ? 


| Tell me, O my God, and my All, tell 
We where thou art to be found ; for there 
tue place of my reſt, What imaginable 
1 bod can ſupply thy abſence? Deprived of 
1 ee, all that the world could offer would be 
Wc a jeſt to a dying man, and provoke 
Wy avcrion and dildain. Tis a God that 
ſeek. : 5 
3 Wiſhes ſtoop not to a lower aim; 

Hou, thou baji kiadled this immortal flame, 
Which nothing can allay. 


Adieu, adieu to all human things! Let 
e. find my God, the end of all my wiſhes. 
BWV iy doſt thou keep back the face of thy 
1 throne ? why does the- cloud and ſacred 
arkneſs conceal thee ? 


by voice produced the ſeas and ſpheres, 

| 27 id the ] es roll, and planets ſhine ;. 
4 Bt nothing like thyſs!f appears, 

W- 7 -r0 all theſe various works of thine. 


= © thou fairer than all the works of thy 
hands! Wilt thou ever hide thy ſelt from a 
; creature 


— — 
— —— 


— — tarts omg” © eas 


_ 


r — —— Fr * : ER 


„ - 

1. —_— x 

— ww * — ? * „ 
— 2 — — k 3 a | . oe — 
_ . 7 —_— _ - — > . 
F : 5 — — — — 2 — — 
— — 2 _ 8 — — — — — — 
5 — = — = "> 
wan — 5 . 


12 DEVOUT EXERCISES | 
creature that loves and ſeeks thee with ſo her 
intenſe defire! I appeal to thee, O Lord; Y yy 
are not my breathings after thee moſt hear- MWmo 
ty and unteigned ? does not my ſoul pant ce, 
after thee with a fervour which cannot ea 


extinguiſhed, and a ſincerity which cannot ur. 
be diſguiſed ? rac 
For thee I pine, and am for thee undone ; B | he 


As drooping flow'rs that want their parent i 
ſun. | WW 


How do my ſpirits languiſh for thee ! No 
ſimilitudes can expreſs the vehemence of my 
defires : wealth and glory, friends and plea- 
ſure, loſe their names compared to thee. Wl 
To follow thee I would leave them all be- ir 
hind ; I would leave the whole creation, and 
bid the fields and ſparkling ſkies adieu. Let 
the heavens and earth be no more, while 
thou endureſt for ever, I can want no ſup- i 
port; my being itſelf, with all its blefied- Wl 

nels, depends, entirely on thee. | 

Place me far from the bounds of all cre- 
ation, remote from all exiſtence but thy 
own; in that ineffable ſolitude let me be 
loſt, let me expatiate there for ever, let me 
run the endleſs rounds of bliſs —but; alas! 
I flatter myſelf in vain with ſcenes of unat- 
tainable happineſs, I will ſearch thee, _ 

where 
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here I hope thou mayeſt be found. I caſt 
Wy eyes to the bright regions above, and 
moſt envy the happy beings that ſee thy 
ce unveiled. I ſearch thee in the flower y 
Peadows, and liſten for thee among the 
Wurmuring ſprings ; then, filent and ab 
Wracted from human things, I ſearch thee 
holy contemplation., Tis all in vain: 
Wor fields, nor floods, nor clouds, nor ſtars, - 
Wveal thee, | „ 
Le happy ſpirits, that meet his ſmiles, 
Wd hear his voice, direct a mournful wan- 
rer, while I ſeek him whom my ſoul loves, 
While I ſigh and complain, and caſt my 
Inguiſhing eyes to yonder happy manſions, 
in would I penetrate the ſtarry pavilions, 
d look through the ſeparating firmament : 
l that thou wouldſt divide the clouds, 
at thou wouldſt rend the heavens, and 
ve me one glimpſe of thy glory! that thou 
Would(t difplay thy beauty, and, in the 
Wd of theſe earthly ſcenes of amuſing va- 


ty, give me one moment's interval of ce- 


ial bleſſedneſs! 


One look of mercy from thy o_ 
One whiſper of thy 2 0 

Exceed a whole eternity 
 Employ'd MR joys, 


cba 


* 
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Could I the ſpacious earth command, 


Or the more boundleſs ſea, * 
For one dear hour at thy right-hand ; * 
I'd give them both away. 8 


1 


II things were put into juſt balances, 251 
| computed aright, for the firft moment al 1 5 


youu 


this ſatisfaction, I 'am ready to ſay, the [ m 
whole creation would be cheaply loſt: how h.: 
gladly would I reſign all for ſuch a bi [th 
Adieu to human things; let me find m5 [tt 
God, the end of all my wiſhes; it is -* re 
Som 1 ſeek, it is he alone can ſatisfy my 2 
Infinite deſires. Oh! why doſt thou wil 1 Wo! 
draw ? why thus lor 28 conceal thyſelf 21 
where doſt thou retire; Nor earth nor bee % 8 
ven reply to my repeated calls. tb 

Let me invoke thee by every racioul Wh 
title, My God, and the God of my 3 ther iſ Wo 
& from one generation to #6 4. thou 4 1 

ce been our dwelling place; “ the claim 1 
deſcended from age to age; thy covenal 
has been eſtabliſhed with us, and ny fat 4 

fulneſs remains unblemiſhed. Oh! forgdif 1 
not thy covenant, forget not the bleſſing 
entaned on me: forget not the prayers an W f: 
tears by which my pious anceſtors Have c th 
gaged thy __ tor me, forget not thei # 
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1 vos and folemn dedication of me to thee : 
ob! recall thy ancient favours, and renew. 
chy former mercy to a family which has 
been thine in a ſucceffion of ages. 1 
Let me invoke thee now by a nearer pro- 
Wpricty : My covenant God, my Father, and 
my Friend! if by all thoſe tender names I 
have ever known thee, forget me not. By 
thoſe ſacred engagements, O Lord, I entreat 
thy return. If all thy paſt favours were 
real, if all was waking bliſs, and not a gay 
deluſion, O reftore my heaven again! Lite 
of my ſoul, light of my eyes, return; come 
and bring all thy ſacred conſolations; once 
Wagain let me experience thoſe holy joys that 


thy preſence imparts; once again let me 


hear thy voice, and once again be Þbleſs'd 
Vith thy ſmiles. Ol Of Nw 

05 hear, and to my longing eyes 

{3 Reſtore thy wonted light z 

Ad ſuddenly, or I ſhall fleep 

| In everlaſting night, 


. & *” 


1 Bleſſed Saviour! in thee we beffold the 


face of God as a reconciled father; and doſt 


| chou withdraw thyſelf? O how: welcome 


will thy return be! how like the breakings 
of immortal day wilt thy prefence cheer me! 
= - | how 
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how dearly ſhall I prize my happineſs ! how | 
fearful ſhall T be of eyery thing that would b 
offend thee! how joyful in the bleſſed diſ. 
covery and poſſeſſion of thy love! I'd whil. 
per my bliſs to the likening m and 
groves: \ „ 
I'd carve my paffon on the bark, 
And ev'ry wounded tree 
Shall drop, and bear ſome myſtic mark, 
That Jeſus dy'd for me. 9 
The fevains Hall wonder when the read, 
Inſcrib'd on all the grove, 7 q 
That heaw'n itſelf came down and bled 
To avin a mortal's love. 


But why do I flatter myſelf with theſe PE 9 1 c 
nghtful ſcenes? I find thee abſent till : 1 + 
mourn and complain as one 57 wo. b N 5 
What is life while thou art abſent ? Oh! | 
return and bleſs me with thy preſence, thou 81 
who knoweſt my diſtreſs, and art ai. | F | 
ed with my ſecret cares. Thou who art 1 1 
the witneſs of my midnight fighs, and doit 
hear when at the dawning day I call thee; 3 * 
but ill thou anſwereſt not, and ſeemelt 
deaf to my prayers. I am, it is true, 4 
worthleſs wretch; but, vile as I am, thou | 
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Into covenänt with thee: <« OY beloved is 
F © mine, and I am his.“ 


7 A 


He it my e tho he refuſe to Bine: ; 
Tb for a moment he depart, 
Ia vell for ever on his heart, 

F For ever he on mine. 


\- 
. 


2 
to 
#7. 

3 


1 Nothing can break the ſacred union: but 
: j for this confidence I were undone z but for 
his beam of hope, I were loſt in eternal 
$ (darkneſs, «4 Why art thou diſquieted, O : 
my ſoul, and why art thou caſt down 
| [ „within me? Hope in God, for I ſhall - 
4 yet praiſe him for the light of his coun- 
ctenance; I ſhall yet-welcome his return, 

5 ſhall yet hear is chearing voices and meet 

his favourable ſmiles. 

But why, O my God, this long ſuſpenſe? 

hy do theſe inter vals of night and dark= | 
neſs abide upon me, and torment my heart 
long? Wilt thou deny a bliſs ſo eafily f 
ranted? I aſk no more than is lawful for | 
nortality to wiſh : I aſk not the viſions of 

angels here below, nor the beatitudes of 
perfected ſpirits z I aſk but what thou haſt | 
id me ſeek, and given me hopes to obtain: 
= ak that ſacred tellowſtyp, that ineffable 
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their ſouls; let me meet thoſe beams that 
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communion with which thou favoureſt thy | 1 1 
ein 7 
Oh! let me hear thaſe heavenly whiſpers i 1 0 
that give them the foretaſtes of immortal RW : 
op. ures : let me be ſenſible of thoſe divine 

approaches that kindle celeſtial ardour in b. | 


darken all mortal beauty: let me enjoy, at I 
this earth] diſtance, thoſe {miles that are | 1 
the bliſs 4 angels in heaven. Though it 
but darkly — afar off, yet let me feel 4 
80 influence; it wall brighten the paſſage . 
of life, it will direct me through its mazes, 3 
and gild i its rough and gloomy paihs ; 3 t 1 | 
will raiſe the flames of ſacred love, it will S 
waken the divine principle within me, and 4 
ſet it a glowing through all my powers. 1 1 14 
ſhall abandon, I fhall forget the vaniiizs be- 
low, and the:glories of the world will be no 
mare. But while thou; O my God, hidet 1 | 
thy fage, I:loſe my fun, I languiſh and die; 2 | 
yet to thee I will © j up my eyes, to thee ! 1 


will lit up my ſoul B , . 
|. Come, Lord, aud never from me go; 5 4 nit 

| This ⁊uorid s a dart ſome place: a3 

# find no pleaſure here below, = 
R 


- Wars thee 0 weil thy face. 
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? ” VII. BREATHING AFTER GOD, aug 
Io WEARY OF THE WORLD. 


[7 S no mean beauty of the ground 
That has allur d my eyes; 

$1 /aint beneath a niobler wound, 
Mor love below the fries. 


If words can reach the heights of love 
nd gratitude, let me pour out the ſecret ar- 
1 our of my foul; O let it not offend thy 
t ö reatneſs, that duſt and vanity adores and 
4 pres-thee; If thou hadſt given tne other 
apacities, and formed any thing more ſuit- 
*. to my wiſhes, I might have found a 
1 power happineſs; and been coutent with 
b pmething below the infinite Deity z but the 
anty creation affords nothing to ſatisfy 
e, and 1 follow thee by a divine inſtinct 
aid mere neceſlity of nature. 
My life is uſeleſs, and my being, inſigni- 
cant without thee: my reaton has no pro- 
er employment; love, the nobleit pation 
4 bt my ſuul, has no object to anſwer its dig- 
rity. I am reduced to abſolute poverty; 
ny nature is entirely ruined, I am loft; eter- 
1 nally Icit, undope, and abandoned to de- 
ar, if 1 fm deprived of thee. There can 
14 — 
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be no reparation made for an infinite lol 
nothing can be inſtead of God to my ſoul. ll 
I have willingly renounced all things ei 
for thy ſake : all the ſentiments of tende, 
neſs and delight, that my ſoul ever fe * al: 
for any earthly object, is mere indifferencjnl 
compared to my love for thee; and it gronliii 0 | 
into hatred when that object ſtands as thi 9 10 | 
rival or competitor. This is the conqua# 7 
ing, the ſuperior flame, that draws in 0 Ls 
ſwallows up all the other ardours of 1 = 
nature. My engagements with all tn 
reſtial things, are broken ; the names * 
father, of brother, or of friend; are no more 3 
abſtracted from thee, theſe tender titles gin 0! 
me neither confidence, nor joy, and 22 
mere inſignificant names, but as thou doſ 1 
give them an emphaſis; they are nothing an 
all without thee; and with thee, what Enuff * 
good can be in addition? 1 
be foul can bold no more, for God i ts ali| : 


__ "Ne w_ equals its capacious graſp, 
_ only overfills to ſpaces infinite. 


Thou art my God, and I have enough; Wl 
my ſoul is ſatisfied, I am entirely at rel. Wi 
Divide the vain, the periſhing creation, © 
the mulerable wretches that aſk no oth 

portion: $ 
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on: let them unenvied poſſeſs the ho- 

(, and riches, and pleaſures of the 

a; with a laviſh hand divide them a- 
: theſe things are but as the duſt of the 
nc to the happy ſoul that knows what 
light of thy countenance imports. Af- 
chat, there can be no reliſh left for the 
_ dclights of mortality. 


AS ft in the high enjoyments of thy love, 
"at glorious mortal could my envy mode? 


EY ineffable delectations of divine love, 
me have no ſentiment of pleaſure left but 
you. My God, revealing his glories 
his graces in Jeſus Chriſt his Son, is 
ccient for my eternal entertainment. 
What if all former ideas ot viſible things 
ere wiped from my ſoul? What if I had 
imagination, no memory, no traces left 
any thing but the joys I have found in 
Dy preſence, and the aſſurances of thy ever- 
ſing favour? Thoſe are the only pat 
Woments 1 recall with pleaſure z and, oh!“ 
all the vaſt eternity before me be ſpent 
=P theſe ſatisfactions. | | 
—_ Vaniſh, ye terreſtrial ſcenes ! fly away, 
_ vain objects of ſenſe! I reſign all thoſe 
=_ poor 


WY 
| 5 
8 
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poor and limited faculties by which you 
enjoyed let me be inſenſible to all your uf : 4 
1 if they do not lead me to my 6 
et chaos come again, and the fair face Ta 
nature become an univerſal blank: let i 
glowing beauties all fade away, and tn 
divine char acters ſhe wears be ea 1 1 
ſhall yet be happy; the Ged of nature, a aY 
the original of all beauty, i is my God. 
What if the ſun were extinguiſhed in 1 
ſkies, and all the etnerial lamps had bun 
out their golden flames! I thall dwell 
light and immortal day, for my God Y 
be ever with me. When the groves tl 
no more renew their verdure, nor the elch 
and vallies boaſt any longer their flowerf 
pride; when all theſe lo er heavens, 1 B 
this earth, are mingled in univerſal ruin, al £ 7 
theſe material i images of things are no wo 
I ſhall ſee new regions of beauty and i * 
ſure for ever opening themſelves in the 1 
vine Eſſence, with all their original gloria 3 
But oh! how various, how boundl:alf 
how tranſporting will the proſpect be? ou 
when ſhall J bid adieu to phantoins and 1 
luſions, and converſe with eternal realitis! 
When ſhall I drink at the fountain heads 
eſſential life and bleſſedneſs ? 
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— 2 mort dud then, 
T« bat! But aſk not of the tongues of men, 
gels cannot tell. — Let it ſuffice, 


ny. ſoul, ſball feel thy own full; Joys, 
4M We them faſt for ever. 


_ break my fetters, for I muſt I 
.— Bring my ſoul out of priſon; I am 
ened; the whole creation is too nar- 
for me: I ficken at this confinement, 
roan and pant for liberty. How 
t are the thoughts of enlargement? My 
is already on the wing, and practiſes 
Wc inary flights: I ſeem to reach the hea- 
of heavens, were God himſelf reſides. 
good for me to be here. 


c“, bow ſoon the clouds of mortal inst 
e, and veil the charming viſion ! 


Alas! what do I here in this all and 
Wadtul wilderneſs; this diſmal region, 
Were our delights are vaniſhing, and the 
Wy glimpſes of future felicity we enjoy are 
oon overſhaded, and ſurrounded with 
WE horrors? Alas! what do I hear, waſt- 
chat breath in ſighs and endleſs com- 
unts, that was given me to bleſs and 


aiſe the Infinite Creator ? Alas | what 4 | 
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I There, among ftringers and enemies, ini 
wild unhoſpitable place, far from my H ra 
and all the objects of my ſolid oY | 


77 abiſbes, hopes, my pleaſures and ay i 
ly thoughts and nobleſt paſſions are a 


What do I here in the dominions of 4 1 
and fin, in the precin&s and range 0 SP 
powers of darknefs ? Here they lay 
toils, and ſet their tata] ſnares ; but, Lu 
what part have they in me? I have bid 
fiance to the powers of darkneſs in 7 
ſtrengih, and renounced my ſhare in WW 
vanities of the world. I am a ſubject WM 
another kingdom, and dare not enter ini 
any terms of peace and amity with the | 

concilable adverſaries of God and my { VP 
which inhabit theſe treacherous and {inf } 
regions. The friendſhip of this wal 
eis enmity with God,” Death and i 
ſtruction are in its ſmiles; I* ſtand on I 
guard, and am every moment in danger 
ſurpriſe 4 oh] when will my W & 
come from on high? _ 3 


— en, my ſoul N 
O al Hall thy releaſe froth cumP/ rous 1 Y 


. 
0 
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4 


Ba ebe great ſeal of heaven? What happy 
9 15 Hall give 75 thoughts a looſe to ſoar 
race the intellectual auorld 


1 at glorious ſcenes ſhall open when 
this mortal partition falls, when theſe 


awake” into immortal light,“ I ſhall 
ſatisfied with thy likeneſs.” Theſe 
WWe(slcſs defires will die into everlaſting 
res: hope and languiſhing expectation 
bde no more; but preſent, complete, and 
Woundcd fatisfaftions will ſurround me. 
== Cod, my God himſelf, ſhall be my in- 
e, my unutterable joy: all the avenues 


des of beauty and proſpects of delight. 
verlaſting joy ſhall be upon my head, 


WH lcafure ſhall be open before me, the 


cd ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away 

or ever.” . 
here will be no more intervals of grief 
ſin; ſin, that inſupportable evil, that 
„ : 1 4 wor it, 


116 DEVOUT EXERCISES 


worſt, that heavieſt burden: here the i 
ful and deadly preſſure lies: tis this WM 
hangs as a weight on all my joys; 
thanks be to my God, I can ſay, I incl ls 
deteſt and hate this vileſt of flaveries, Wy? 
curled bondage of corruption; I low 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of Gol | 
groan under this load of fleſh, this E 
of mortality, this body of death. 8 
But grant, O Lord, that I may with FE 
tience continue in well- doing, and af 
obtain glory and immortality through] * 5 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs. Sané ti 
& through thy word of truth z** remenl » 
this requeſt of my glorious Advocate. I "m 
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XXVIII. A PRAYER FOR SPSEI! 1 
- SANCTIFICATION., A 


Lord God, great and holy, ; All-h 4 
| cient, and full of grace, if 
ſhouldeſt bid me form a wiſh, and ul 
whatſoever in heaven or earth I had ton 6 
it ſhould not be the kingdoms of this vu 
nor the crowyns of princes ; no, nor {1 
it be the wreaths of martyrs, nor the thi 


of archangels ; my firſt requeſt 15, Uf 4 


148 1 
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bh; this is my higheſt concern. 
Wy the diſorders ſin has made in my 
and renew thy image there; let me he 
cd with thy likeneſs. Thou haft 
pad my paths with mereèy in all other 
as, and I am diſcontented with no- 
but my own heart; becauſe it is fo 
e the image of thy holineſs, and fo un- 
r thy immediate /prelence. 
ermit me to be importunate here, O 
ed God, and grant the importunity of 
rv ihcs; let me be favoured with a gra- 
and ſpeedy anſwer, for I am dying 
eam ſpeaking : the very breath with 
ch I am calling upon thee, is carrying 
a part of my life: this tongue, that 
ow invoking thee, muſt ſhortly be ſi- 
in the grave; theſe knees, that are bent 
ay thee homage, and theſe hands, that 
now lifted to the moſt high God for 
cy, muſt ſhortly be mouldering to their 
| duſt : theſe eyes will ſoon be cloſed 
cath, which are now looking up to thy 
one for a bleſſing. Oh! prevent the 
irg hours with thy mercy, and let thy 
eur outſtrip the haſty moments. 
Thou art unchanged, while rolling ages 
along; but I am qecaying with every 


\ 


. 
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— I drew: my whole allotted time 
prepare for heaven is but a point, compay 
with thy infinite duration. The horte 9 

and vanity of my preſent being, andy J 

importance of my eternal concerns, join 

gether to demand my utmoſt ſolicitude, ai 


give wings to my warmeſt wiſhes. Belg 3 t 
I can utter all my preſent defires, the half : 
opportunity perhaps is gone, the gol % pl 
minute vaniſhed, and the ſeaſon of mal IF * 
has taken its everlaſting flight. 1 d 
Oh! God of ages, oy me ſpeedily, a 3 # 
grant my requeſt while I am yet ſpeaking 1 
my frail exiſtence will admit of no dela 1 1 
anſwer me according to the ſhortneſs ofn = 
duration, and the exigence of my circun 
ſtances. My buſineſs, of high importadl = 
as it is, yet is limited to the preſent Nov Y - 
the paſſing moment ; for all the powers ij =. 
earth cannot promiſe me the next. = 
Let not my preſſing importunity then = 
fire offend thee; my happineſs, my evi - 
laſting happineſs, my whole being. is*cal - p 
cerned in my ſucceſs , as much as the en 
ment of God himſelf % worth, 1s. at ſtake 8 - 
| Thou knoweſt, O Lord, what quali 5 


tions will fit me to behold thee ; ; thou know, ( 
eſt in what Lam defective; thou canſt pr 
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are my ſoul in an inſtant, to enter into thy 
iy habitation : I breathe now, but the 
moment may be dead; let not that 
tal moment come before I am prepared. 
he ſame creating voice that taid, ** Let 
there be light, and there was light,” can 
the ſame manner purify and adorn my 
ul, and make me fit for thy own pre- 
ce; and my ſoul longs to be thus puri- 
WE and adorned. O Lord, delay not, for 
1 tery moment's interval 1s a loſs to me, and 
_y be 2 los unſpeakable and unreparable. 
yy delay cannot be the leaſt advantage to 
ee; ty power and thy clemency are as 
WE this preſent inftant as they will be the 
, and my time as fleeting, and my 
rds as preſſing. 3 | 
Remember, O eternal God, my loſt time 
bor ever loſt, and my waſted hours will 
eer return, my neglected opportunities can 
er be recalled ; to me they are gone for 
r, and cannqt be improved; but thou 
ſt change my ſinful ſoul into holineſs, 
a word, and ſet me now in the way to 
Er laſting improvement. 
let not the Spirit of God reſtrain itſelf, 
bleſs me according to the fulneſs of thy 
being, according to the riches of thy 
* | grace 


Y 
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grace in Chriſt Jeſus, according to thy i 1 
finite unconceivable love manifeſted in tui 
-glorious gift of thy beloved Son, when 

the fulneſs of the Godhead was contained AF 

it is through his merit and mediation I hu 
bly wait for all the unbounded bleſſing 
want or aſk for. 185 = 
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XXIX. GRATITUDE FOX EARLY aifhil 
 PECULIAR FAVORS, 6. 


ET me trace back thy mercy, O 
God, from the firſt early dawn 'Y | 
life, and bleſs thee for the privileges of i 
birth, that it was not in a land of darkndl 
where no ray of the goſpel had ever dat 
its light; where the name of a Saviour wi 
ver had reached, my ears, nor the tranſpor 
ing tidings of redemption from eternal nl 
ſery had never bleſſed my fouls |} 
But how ſhall Texpreſs my gratitude 
that grace which ordained my lot in tif 
happy land, one of the iſlands of which 
was long ſince propheſied, . they ſhouldlf 
« thy glory, and truſt in thy name ? G 
& has enlarged Japhat, even the iſland 
the ſea, and made him to awel! in 


. 
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tents of Shem," in the inheritance of A- 
Wham. I have my deſcent from the Gen- 
Ws, who were once © ſtrangers to the co- 
eenant of grace, aliens from the com- 
nmon-wealth of Iſrael ;**. but are now 
Wought nigh by the blood of ſprinkling. 
aas, the great peace-maker, hath brought 
th near to God and to each other, ; 
I bleſs thee, with all my powers, for the 
Wvilege of my deſcent from pious anceſ- 

W's ; that thou haſt been their dwelling- 
ce from generation to generation, and haſt 

WS taken thy loving-kindneſs from their 
(ceed, nor ſuffered thy faithfulneſs to fail.“ 
hou haſt extended thy mercies to me, the 
_ and leaſt of all my father's houſe, un- 
Ar thy to wipe the feet of the meaneſt of the 
vants of my Lord; and yet, by an abſo- 
_ act of goodneſs, I am brought into thy 
py, and numbered with the children of 
ed. Even ſo it has ſeemed good in thy 
bt, who “ art gracious to whom thuu 

Vilt be graciouns . 
l night have been a veſſel of wrath, a 
phy to thy juſtice, inſtead of a monument 
; thy mercy: how unſearchable thy ways! 
_ uncontrouled and free! Thou didſt re- 
came in my low eſtate, in more than my 
: K 2 origi. 
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original. guilt and miſery ; for I had im. | 
ou raved the wretched ſtock, and been a yy. : | 
tary, as well as a natural Have to ful 3 
and death. Þ 
From this ignominiqus {lavery, thou, mi 
great Redeemer, haſt ranſomed me, anf i 
brought me into the glorious liberty of ui 1 
ſons of God. I was a ſtranger, and tholf n 
didſt take me in; naked, and thou wif 3 
clothed me with the ſpotleſs robe of thy o 
righteouſneſs : I was hungry, and thou didi | 
feed me; thirſty, and thou didſt give uf 
to drink af the fountain of life. 3 
What am I, O Lord, and what is my 1 ad 
ther's houſe, that thou baſt dealt thus gr. io 
ciouſiy with me, in entering into an ever rn 
laſting covenant, ſigned and ſealed, eva 
ſenſibly ſealed to my foul by the witneſz off 
thy Spirit! Lord, why me rather than man 
that were companions of my early vanitia|i 
and folly? Whence were the motives draw 
but from thy ſovereign pleaſure ? How ms 
ny are paſſed by that could have done tie 
more ſervice, and returned a warmer ac 


knowledgment tothy diſtinguiſhing bounty! ? ( 
Ve ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, O 
Wehe nations, triumphant above, 1 
* 


ä * the A of — eloquence; 


tall 
| 
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me in what ſtrains of ſacred harmony 
u expreſs your gratitude for this glorious 
emption, while in exalted raptures you 
Wo to him that loved and waſhed you in 1 
his own blood, and made you kings and '* 

prieſts to God. a __ n=, 


ere ee, 


XX. ASPIRING AFTER THE lagi 
OF GOD IN HEAVEN. | 


Beſeech thee, ſhew me thy glory. 5 
It was a mortal in a ſtate of frailty 
d imperfection that made this bold, but 
ious requeſt; which J repeat on different 
rms: fince none can ſee thy face and live, 
t me die to behold it. This is the only 
queſt I have to make, and this I will ſeek 
ter, that I may behold the beauty of the 
Lord 3 not as I have ſeen it in thy lanctua- 
AR? but in full perfection and ſplendor, 
Ws thou art ſeen by ſeraphs and cherubs, by 
Ingels and archangels, and nnn, juſt 


2 
4 
o 
* 

0 


een made perfect. | 

O my God, forgive my importunity : 
Won haſt commanded me to- love thee with 
Il my heart, my ſoul, my ſtrength, and haſt 
Py thy Spirit kindled the ſacred flame in 


: x 3 my 
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my. breaſt, From this riſes my preſent in. : 
patience; from hence the ardour of ny 
deſires ſpring. Can J love thee, and be f 
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happineſs terminate in thee. 


refreſhing ſtream? would not the wean 


have no abiding place; this is not my rech 


in thy family, I will not repine at my ſtay. 


— ů —ü—ñ——ʒ— 


gels are ſpirits, thy miniſters flames of fire | 


and ten thouſand times ten thouſand mini. 


With a zeal as 882 nd ve as theirs. 


* 
8 SI 
Tag = 


tisfied at this diſtance from thee? Can 
love thee, and not long to behold thee nil 
perfect excellence and beauty? Is it a crineſf 6 
to preſs forward to the end for which I wall 
created? All my wiſhes and my hopes ff 


Does not the thirſty traveller pine for corel * 


be at reſt, or the wretched captive be fret 3 
and ſhall not my thirſty, weary, | cata 
foul, long for refreſhment, liberty, and rei 
I am but a ſtranger, a pilgrim here, ani 


my home; and yet if thou haſt any em. 
ployment for me, though the meaneſt off 


But, O Lord, thou haſt no need of lch 
worthleſs ſervice as I can pay thee ; thy at- 


thouſands of thouſands Rand before thes 4 


ſter unto thee; they attend thy orders, al cl 
fly at thy command. O deliver me from tui 0 
burden of mortality, and I will ſerve thei 8 


I cat 
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lan ſpeak of thy loving kindneſs to the 
ildren of men in a very imperfect man- 
er; but then I will join with the celeſtial 
oir; in praiſing thee, and rehearſe to liſt- 
Wing angels what thou haſt done for my 
ul. Here I have a thouſand interruptions 
om the delightful work, a thouſand cold 
Id darkſome intervals, when my heart 
nd tongue are both untuned, a thouſand 
Wecceſfary diſtractions that riſe from the mi- 
ries of mortality; but when theſe intervals 
f grief and fin ſhall ceaſe, my ſoul ſhall 
well at caſe, and be for ever glad, and re- 
Woice in thy ſalvation. Wy 
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Wc x x1. A SURRENDER OF THE, SOUL 
| 10 GOD, | 


Ommand me what thou wilt, O Lord, 
2 give me but ſtrength to obey thee; be 
thy terms never fo ſevere, O let us never 
part, I reſign my will, my liberty, m 
choice to thee; I ſtand diveſted of the world, 
and aſk, only thy love, as my inheritance. 
W Give, or deny me what thou wilt, I leave 
all the circumſtances of my future time in 
K4 "0: 
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thy hands: let the Lord guide me conti. 
nually: here J am, do with me what ſeems 
eth good in thy fight, only do not fag; i 
<< Thou hait no pleaſure in me. 

Let me not live to diſhonour thee, to 
bring a reproach on thy name, to profane 
the blood of the Son of God, and grieve the 
Spirit of grace. O take not thy loying kind, 
neſs from me, nor ſuffer thy faithfulneſs to 
fail. Thou haſt ſworn by thy holineſs, and 
thou wilt not lie to the ſeed of thy ſervants; 
thou haſt ſworn, that the generation of the 
_ righteous ſhall be bleſſed : veſt me with this 
character, O my God, and fuifil this pro- 
mile to a worthleſs creature. 
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XXXII. TRUST- AND RELIANCE ON (MW! 
THE DIVINE PROMISES. 3K 

3 wont! : = 1] 

Let not my importunity offend thee, not 

for it is the importunity of faith ; it gl 

a a1 


is my ſteadfaſt belief in thy word that makes 
me periſt : thy word and thy oath, „the che 
ce two immutable things in which it is im- et 
6. poſſible for God to lie, give me ftrong W&? 
& conſolation," | | 


It 
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It is this that makes me preſs forward to 
hy throne, and with confidence lay hold on 
by ſtrength, thy wiſdom, and thy faithful- 
eſs, on thy goodneſs and tender compaſ- 
jon; thoſe glorious attributes, for which 
the children ot men put their truſt under 
the ſhadow. of thy wings.” It is thy 
glory to be the confidence of the ends of 
the earth, and it was long ſince predicted, 
that in thy name the Gentiles ſhould truſt.?? 


aid, 
0 © whom the vows of all mankind are paid, 


e pay thee the higheſt homage, and exalt 
thy infinite attributes by faith and confi- 
dence mn thee. 

I know that thou art, and believe thee a a 
„ rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
ce thee,” I will never quit my hold of 
thy promiſes, ther e I fix my hopes: I will 
not let a tittle go, nor part with a mite of the 
glorious treaſure. 1 humbly hope I have 


a rightiul claim; thou art my God, and 


the God of my, religious anceſtors, 55 God 
of my mother, the God of my pious father: 


dying and breathing out his ſou], he gave 


me to thy care, he put me into thy gracious * 
aärxmis, 


ind guardian the World, our heavenly 


4 
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-Arms, ind | delivered me up to thy protee. 


tion. He told me that thou wouldſt nem 


leave nor forſake me: he triumphed in thy 
long experienced faithfulneſs and truth, 
and'gave his . for thee with his la. 
teſt breath, 

And now, O Lord God of my fathers, 
whoſe mercy has deſcended from age to age, 
whoſe truth has remained unblemithed, 
and inviolable, and whoſe love remain | 
without Yecay : O Lord, the faithful Gol 
and the true, keeping covenant and mercy 
to a thouſand generations, let me find that 
protection and bleſſing that the prayers of 


my dying father engaged for me: now, in 


the time of my diſtreſs, be a preſent help; 
and if thou wilt this once deliver me, thou 
alone ſhall be my future truſt, my counſel. 


lor, and hope; to thee I will immediately 


apply myſelf, and look on the whole force 
of created nature as inſignificant. To thee 
I will devote all the bleſſings thou ſhalt 
give me; my time, my life, my whole of 
this world's good ; whatever ſhare thou 
ſhalt graciouſly allot mh ſhall ſurely be the 
Lord's. | 
Oh! hearken to the yows of my diſtreſs 
and for my" own honour deliver me * 
| t 5 
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is perplexity, which thou kneweſt, and 
»yeal to me the abundance of mercy and 
. e ; 
lt was my dependence on thy promiſe 
nd fidelity that brought me into this exi- 
ence: I ſtaggered not at thy promiſes 
bhrough unbelief, but boldly ventured on 
ne credit of thy word : I took it for my 
curity, and can the ſtrength of Iſrael re- 
ent? canſt thou break thy covenant, and 
leer the thing that is gone out of thy 
Wnouth ? 10 125 | 
„O God of Abraham, God of Iſaac, 
and the God of Jacob, this is thy 
name for ever, and this thy memorial to 
all generations ;** the God before whom 
my tathers walked,” the God that fed me 
all my life long till now, and the Angel that 
W redeemed me 2 all evil, bleſs me. Let 
the God of Jacob be my help, let the Al- 
mighty bleis me; let the bleſſings of my 
father ( prevail above the bleſſings of his 
“ progenitors, to the utmoſt bounds of the 
% everlaiting hills.“ 3 
Bleſs me according to thy own greatneſs 
according to the unſearchable riches of thy 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus; he is the ſpring of all 
my hope, in whom all the promiſes of God 
; | "EG? 
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are ye and amen; he is the true and faith. 
ful witneſs, and- by his death ſealed thy 
divine veracity, and is become ſurety fu 
the honour and faithfulneſs of the moſt 
High God. To this alſo the Holy Ghok, 
the Spirit of Truth, bears witneſs. _ 
Oh! great Jehovah, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt! the Lord God omnipotent! 
hear and grant my requeſt, for the glory 
of thy mighty name, that name which ſainu 
and angels bleſs and love : let thy pertec. 
tions be manifeſted to the children of men; 
let them ſay, there is a God that judgeth in 
the earth: let them confeſs thou doſt keep 
thy covenant with the ſeed of thy ſervants, 
that thy righteouſneſs is from age to age, 
and thy ſalvation ſhall never be aboliſhed; 
let them ſee and acknowledge, that in the 
fear of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, and 


his children have a place of refuge. 
 Unhhaken as the facred hill, 


Aud firm as mountains be; 
Firm as a rock the ſoul ſhall reſi 
7 bat Were O . on ans 


— n 


1 EMO R AN DUN. 
This act of faith in God was fully an- 
ſwered, and I "000% my teſtimony, * 
66 the 
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and he knoweth them that Pu their truſt 
F in him. - 
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XXXIII. ' APPLICATION' TO THE 
| DIVINE TRUTH. 


reſent diſtreſs may, be to human 
views, why ſhould I limit the Almighty ? 
br why ſhould the Holy One of Iſrael li- 
it himſelf ? Nature and neceſſity are thine; 
Sou ſpeakeſt the word, and it comes to 
paſs ; no obſtacle can oppolz the omnipo- 
tence of thy will, nor make thy deſigns in- 
effectual. 

Is thy hand at all ſhortened ſince the 
oloripus period, when thy mighty power, 
a and thy ſtretched- out arm formed the heavens 
and earth; when thele ſpacious ſkies were 
ſpread at thy command, and this heavy 
globe fixed on its airy pillars? © | 


The firong foundations of the earth 
Of old by thee were laid, 

Thy hands the beauteous arch of beaven 
With wond” wut * bad made. 


2 3 12 


66 Al 


Fd 


the name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, 


OWEVER intricate and hopeleſs my 
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& And theſe ſhall wax old as a garment; 
& as a veſture ſhalt thou change them, an 
c they ſhall be changed; but ſhouldf 
thou, like theſe, decay, where were thi 
hopes of them that confide in thee ? If i 
all generations thy perfections were not th 
ſame, what conſolation could the race d 
men draw from the ancient records of thy 
wonderful works? Why are we told, ** thay 
ce didſt divide the ſea, to make a path fe 
te thy people through the mighty waters ;" 
that thou didſt “ rain bread from heaven,” 
and diſſolve the flinty rock into chryſtal till 
to give thy choſen nation drink ?, 
Thou art he that diſtinguiſhed Noah it 
the univerſal deluge, and preſerved thi 
floating ark amidſt winds and rains, and 
tumultuous billows, _ | 
Tas thy protecting care that led A. 
braham from his kindred and native coun- 
try, and brought him ſafely to the promil- 
8 18 
Thou didſt accompany Jacob in his jour. 
ney to Padan- aran, and gave him bread to 
eat, and rayment to put on, till, greatly in- 
+ creaſed in tubſtance, he returned to his fa. 
ther's houſe: he wreſtled for a bleſſing, he 
wreſtled with the Almighty, and mens 
6 | U 
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With Joſeph thou wenteſt down into 
ypt, and didſt deliver him out of all his 
ad verſities, till he forgat his ſorrows, and 
all the toil-of his father's houſe, 

Thou didſt remember thy people in the 
gyptian bondage, and looked with pity- 
ng eye on their affliction; and, after four 
undred and thirty years, on the very day 
hou hadſt promiſed, didſt releaſe, and bring 
hem out with triumph and miracles. Thy 


loud by day, and a protecting fire by 
night: thy conquering hand drove out 
great and potent nations, and gave them an 
ntire polleſſion of the land promiſed to 
heir fathers: nor didſt thou fail in the leaſt 
circumſtance of all the good things thou 

hadſt promiſed. WE 
A. What a cloud of witneſſes ſtand on re- 

cord | Joſhua and Gideon, Jephthah and 
i ampſon, whothro? faith obtained promiſes: 
Thou didſt command the ravens to feed 
thy holy prophet ; and at the word of a 

ur- | . 
prophet, didſt ſuſtain the widow's family 
with a handful of meal. | 
- . Thou didſt walk with the three Hebrews 
+ in the fiery furnace: thou waſt preſent with 
ad. Be 1 ae Daniel 


preſence went with them in a pillar of a 
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Daniel in the lion's den, to deliver hin 
becaule he trufted in thee. | 
In what inſtance has the prayer of fa 
been rejected? Where wer: the righteo u 
forſaken ? Who can charge God without 
charging him foolifhly ? What injuſtice haz 
been found in the Judge of all the earth} 
His glorious titles have ſtood unblemilhdi 
from generation to generation; nor cat 
any of his perfections decay, or rolling year 
make a change in the Ancient of Days, 
Are not his words clear and diftind, 
without a double meaning, or the leaſt de. 
ceit? are they not ſuch as may juitty ſecure 
my confidence? ſuch as would ſatisfy me 
from the mouth of man, unconſtant man, 
whole breath is in his noftri:s, and his 
foundation in the duſt, unſtable as water, 
and fleeting as a ſhadow? And can I ſo 
ſlowly aſſent to the words of the moſt High! 
Shall I truſt impotent man, that has neither 
wiſdom nor might to accompliſh his de- 
ſign; that cannot call the next breath of 
motion his own, nor promite himſelf a mo- 
ment in all futurity? Can I teſt on theſe 
feeble props ; and yet tremble and deſpond 
when I have the veracity of the eternal God 
to ſecure and ſuppert me? 
1 I Enow 
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I know he will not break his covenant, 
nor {uffer. his faithfulneſs to fail: I dare at- 
teſt it in the face of earth and bell, I dare 
Rake my all for time and eternity on this 
plorious truth; a truth which hell cannot 
blemiſh, nor: all its malice contradict, _ 

Exert yourſelves, ye powers of darkneſs, 
nel bring in your evidenee, co lect your in- 
ances, beg in from the firit generations: 
ince the world was peopled, and men be- 
gan to call on the name of the Lord, when 
id they call in vain? when did the Holy 


ne uinble and contrite ſpirit? Font out in 
me ur blackeſt characters the diſmal period, 


an ehen the name of the Lord was no more a 


hy efuge to them that truſted in him? Let 
Us > | 

ter, he annals of hell be produced, let them 
| 6 Wark the dreadful day, and diitinguiſh it 
oþ 1 Wvith eternal triumphs; 1 

. In va; earch = f. ither heaven 
ther n vain you ſearch ; for neither heaven, 


Wor earth, nor hell, have ever been wiincſs 


mo- (11 ö | | 
heſe , to the confuſion of hell, and the conſo- 
ond Nation of thoſe that put their truſt in him. 

30d On thy eternal truth and ho, our I ene 


L deceived: 


One of IIrael fail the expectation of the 


o the leaſt deviation from truth or juſtice: 
he Almighty ſhines with unblemiſn'd glo- 


rely caſt myſelf; if I am deceived, I am 
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crowns, ye ſpirits ele& ; Where are you 


tation. 


be cancelled ! The pillars of heaven wigit 


deceived : angels and archangels are de. 
luded too; they, like me, have no depen. 
dence beyond the divine veracity for the 
bleſſedneſs and immortality ; they hang al 
their hopes on his goodneſs aud immutabi. 
lity ; if that fails, the celeſtial paradiſe ya 
niſnes, and all its glories are extinct? the 
golden palaces fink, and the ſeraphic throng 
muſt totter and fall. Where are your 


ſongs and your triumphs, if the truth ag 
God can fail? a mere poſhbility of tha 
would darken the fields of light, and tun 
the voice of melody into grief and lamen 


What pangs would , riſe, even throug 
all the regions of bleſſedneſs! what diff. 
dence and fear would ſhake the heart d 
every inhabitant ! what agonies ſurpriſe then 
all, could the word of the moſt High Gal 


then tremble, and the everlaſting mountain 
bow: the celeſtial foundations might it 
moved from their place, and that noble 
ſtructure of the hands of God be cha 
and eternal emptineſs, oY 

But for ever * juſt and true are ti 
£ ways, thou King of Saints; bleſſed ar 


6 al 
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call they that put their truſt in thee ;”* for 
ou art a certain refuge in the day of dif- 
refs, and under the ſhadow of thy wings 
will rejoice. ** My foul ſhall make her 


© falvation : I called on him in my diſtreſs, 
and he has delivered me from all my 
© fears.” — Hallelujah. 


* Here I diſmiſs my carnal hope, 
1 My fond defires recali; 
tha I give my mortal intereſt up, 


And make my. God my all. 
$$$$$0p+$$$S+S$$S$$S$S$S$S$$$$+$$4 


net 

XXIV. GLORY TO GOD FOR SALVA- 
ug rioN BY JESUS AND HIS BLOOD. 
ff. 


ET me give glory to God before I 


yielf. I aſcribe my ſalvation to the free 
Gand abſolute goodneſs of God. Not by the 
gh Irength of reaſon or any natural inclina- 
con to virtue, but“ by the grace of God 
We FI am what I am.“ O my Redeemer, 


e the victory, be the glory thine! I expect 
ternal life and happineſs from thee, not as 
debt, but a free gift, a promiſed act of 
ounty. How poor would my expecta- 


© boaſt in the Lord, and triumph in his 


die, and take ſhame and confuſion to 


D 2 — — tons. 
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_ tations be, if I only looked to be rewardg 
according to thoſe works which my om 
vanity, or the partiality of others, hat 
called good, and which, if examined by th 
divine purity, would prove but ſpeciay 
ſins ! As ſuch I renounce them: pardo 
them, gracious Lord, and I aſk no mor: 
nor can I hope for that, but through thi 
ſatisfaion which hath been made to divine 


juftice for the ſins of the world. ro 
O Jeſus, my Saviour, what harmony 1 | 

_ dwells in thy name! celeſtial joy, immortah)” 
life is in the ſound, a 
Sæueet name! in thy each Hyllable 

A thouſand bleſs'd Arabias dwell ; 57 
Mountains of myrrh, and beds of ſpices, | 
And ten thouſand paradiſes. # 
Let angels ſet this name to their gold 8 
harps ; let the redeemed of the Lord fff t 
ever magnify it. h 
O my propitious Saviour! where were m d 


hopes but for thee ; how deſperate, hos 
undone were my circumſtances? I look a 
myſelf, in every view I can take, with ha 
ror and contempt. I was born in a {tat 
of miſery and fin, and in my beſt eftat 
am altogether vanity, With the utms 

a 
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advantages I can boaſt, I ſhrink back, I 
remble to appear befors unblemiſhed Ma. 
jeſty. O thou in whoſe name the Gen- 
tiles truſt, be my refuge in that awful hour. 
To thee I come, my only confidence and 
hope. Let the blood of ſprinkling, let the 
ſeal of the covenant be on me. Cleante 
me from my original ſtain, and my con- 
tracted impurity, and adorn me with the 
robes of thy righteouſneſs, by which alone 
J expect to ſtand juſtified before infinite 
juſtice and purity. | 
O cnter not into j 
the beſt actions of my life cannot bear thy 
ſcrutiny ; ſome ſecret blemiſh has ſtained all 
my glory. My devotion to God has been 


charity to man with pride and oſtentation. 
tions, and thoſe very things which perhaps 
deſerved contempt in the ſight of God. 
*« When I ſurvey the Wond rous croſs 
© Oz which the Prince of glory yd; 
* My richeſt gain I count my loſ, 


* And pour contempt on all my pride. 
5 L 3 « Forbid 


udgment with me, for 


mingled with levity and irreverence; my 
Some latent defect has attended my beſt ac- 


have, been highly eſteemed by men, haye 


. 
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te Forbid it, Lord, that I ſhould boaſt, 
% Save inthe croſs of Chrift, my God: 
All the vain things that charm me ni nel: 
I facrifice them to thy blood.” be 


| ] 
SIESIPEISHEOEISEESES IHE $44YY thy 
APRIL 30, 1735. 5 

xxxv. A REVIEW OF DIVINE MERCY ,y/ 
| AND FAITHFULNESS, 10 

am now ſetting to my ſeal that God u 

Þ true, and leaving this as my laſt teſti. N 
mony to the divine veracity. I can from 8 
numerous experiences aſſert his faithfulneſs, a 


and witneſs to the certainty of his promiſes. 
4 The word of the Lord is try d and he 
« js a buckler to all thoſe that put the 
( truſt in him.“ | 

« O come, all you that fear the Lord, 
«6 and I will tell you what he has done for 
« my ſoul; I will aſcribe righteouſneſs to 
«© my maker, and leave my record for a 
people yet unborn, that the generation to 
come may riſe up and-praiſe him. 

Into whatever diſtreſs his wiſe providence 
has brought me, I have called on the Lord, 
and he heard me, and delivered me from all 
TOE | 8 1 
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my fears; I truſted in God, and he ſaved 


me. Oh! let my experience ſtand a W- 
neſs to them that hope in his mercy ; let it 
be to the Lord for a praiſe and a glory. 
I know not where to begin the recital of 
thy numerous favours. Thou haſt hid me 
in the ſecret of thy pavilion, from the pride 
of man, and from the ſtrife of tongues, 
when by a thouſand fol:ies I have merited 
reproach : thou haſt graciouſly protected 
me, when the vanity of my friends, or the 
malace of my enemies might have ſtained 
my reputation: thou haſt covered me with 


truſted : thy truth has been my ſhield and 
my buckler; to thee I owe the bleſſings of a 
clear and unblemiſhed name, and not to my 
own conduct, nor the partiality of my 
] friends: - Glory be to thee, O Lord. 


labyrinths, and enlightened my darkneſs. 
When ſhades and perplexity ſurrounded me, 
my light was broke forth out of obſcurity, 
and my darkneſs been turned into noon- 
day. Thou haſt been a guide and a fa- 
ther to me. When I knew not where to 
aſk. advice, thou haſt given me unerring 
counſel ; „ the ſecret of the Lord has been 
| LS cc with 


thy feathers, and under thy wings have 1 


'Thou haſt led me through a thouſand 
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« with me and he has ſhewn me his co. nig! 
« venant. | ſtil 
In how many ſeen and unſeen dangen mo 
haſt thou delivered me? How narrow my wit 
gratitude ! how wide thy mercy! how in- 
numerable are thy thoughts of love | how 
infinite the inſtances of thy goodneſs ! how 
high above the ways and thoughts of man 
How often haſt thou ſupplied my wants, 
and by thy bounty confounded my unbe. 
lief; Thy benefits have ſurpriſed and juſtly 
reproached my diffidence; my faith has 
often failed, but thy goodneſs has never 
failed. The world and allits flatteries have 
failed, my own heart and hopes have failed, 
but thy mercy endures for ever, thy faith- MW & 


fulneſs has never failed. p 

The ſtrength of Iſrael has never deceived 

me, nor made me aſhamed of my confi- WW 11 

dence. Thou haſt never been as a deceitful MW c 

brook, or as waters that fail, to my ſoul. c 
In loving-kindneſs, in truth, and in very : 


faithfulneſs, thou haſt afflicted me: oh! 

how unwillingly haſt thou ſeemed to grieve © | 

me! With how much indulgence has the WW * 
wuniſhment been mixed! Love has appear- 

rough the diſguiſe of every frown : its 

"beams have glimmered through the darxeft WW 
he night; 
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night ; by every affliction thou haſt been 
ſtill drawing me nearer to thyſelf, and re- 
moving my carnal props, that I may lean 
with more aſſurance on the eternal Rock. 
Thy love has been my leading glory 
from the firſt intricate ſteps of life: the firſt 
undeſigning paths I trod were marked and 
guarded by the vigilance of thy love; oh! 
whither elſe had my fin and folly led my 
How often have I tried and experienced 
thy clemency, and found an immediate an- 
ſwer to my prayers ; Thou haſt often liter- 
ally fulfilled thy word: I have a freſh in- 
ſtance of thy faithfulneſs again : thou haſt 
made me triumph in thy goodneſs, and 
given a new teſtimony to the veracity of thy 
promiſes. | „ 
And after all, what ingratitude, what 
inſenſibility reigns in my heart; oh! can- 
cel it by the blood of the covenant: root 
out this monſtrous infidelity that ſtill re- 
turns after the fulleſt evidence of thy truth. 
Thou haſt graciouſly condeſcended to anſwer 
mein my own time and way, and yet I am 
again doubting thy faithfulneſs and care. 
* Lord,” pity me; * I believe, O help 
% my unbelief. Go on to ſuccour, go on 
to pardon, and at laſt conquer my diffi- 
f dence, 
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dence. -Let me hope againſt hope, and in 
the greateſt perplexity give glory to God by 
believing what my own experience has ſo 
often found. That the ſtrength of Iſrael 
cc ill not lie; 5 nor is he as man, that he 
ſhould repent.” 

While I have memory and thought let 
his goodneſs dwell on my foul. Let me 
not forget the depth of my diſtreſs, the an- 
guiſh and importunity of my vows: when 
every human help failed, and all was dark. 
nefs and perpiexity, then God was all my W m 
ſtay. Then I knew no name but his, and | 
he alone knew my ſoul in adverſity. Bleſs u 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and for get not all lis n 
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benefits. ta 
cc Long as ; I live I I bleſs thy name, 5 

« My King, and God eve: | m 

&« My work and joy fhall be the ſame 3 

«+ I;e the bright worlds above. I” 

I have yet-a thouſand, and ten thoufan Ml n 
deliverances to recount, ten thouſand un- I 


aſked-for mercies to recall: no moment of MW * 

my life has been deſtitute of thy care; no iſ 7 
accident has found me unguarded by thy 
watchful eye, or neglected by thy provi- 
dence. Thou * been often found, un- 
ſought 


F. 44 
* 
„ 
7 
+ 


0er THE HEART. 145 


ſought by my ungreatful heart, and thy fa- 
yours have ſurpriſed me with great and un- 
expected advantages: thou haſt compelled 
me to receive the bleſſings my fooliſh hu- 
mour deſpiſed, and my corrupt will would 
fain have rejected, Thou haſt ſtopped thy 
ears to the deſires which would have ruin- 
ed and undone me, when I might juſtly 


have been left to my own choice, for the 


puniſhment of my many ſins and follies. 
How great my guilt! how infinite thy 
mercy! ! 1 

Hitherto God has helped, and here I ſet 
up a memorial to that goodneſs which has 
never abandoned me to the malice and ftra- 
tagems of my infernal foos, nor left me a 
prey to human craft or violence. The 


glory of his providence has often ſurpriſed 
me, when groping in thick darkneſs. With: 


a potent voice he has ſaid, Let there be 
ce light, and there was light.“ He has 
made his goodneſs paſs before me, and 
loudly proclaimed his name, The Lord, 


« the Lord God, merciful and gracious.” 


To him be glory for ever. Amen. 
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XXXVI. SOME DAILY EXPERIENCE: 
OF THE GRACIOUS METHODS or 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE, TO ME THE 
LEAST. AND MOST UNWORTHY or 

; ALL THE SERVAVTS OF MY LORD, 


—— 
FIRST WERK“. 
et; 


WF VERY day's experience reproaches 
3 my unbelief, and brings me ſome new 
evidence of thy faithfulneſs. Thou haſt 
diſpelled my fears, and, to the confuſion of 
my ſpiritual foes, thou haſt heard the voice 
of my diſtreſs. But n few hours ago I was 
trembling and doubting, if thou waſt in- 
deed a God hearing prayer? and now 1 
have a freſh inſtance of thy goodneſs, which 
with a grateful heart I here record. May 
the ſenſe of thy benefits dwell for ever on 


my ſoul. 
Fo II. Thy 


c 
s 
1 
\ 


F 
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4 
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The diviſion of theſe meditations into ſe- 
Xo Ow pious writer, ſee:ns to tell us, that 
| et. ere the devout thoughts of fix weeks of 

er life. 


— 
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u. 


Thy mercies are new every morning; 
again thou haſt given me an inſtance of thy 
truth. I truſted in God and he has de- 
& livered me: I will love the Lord, becauſe 
ce he has heard the voice of my ſupplica- 
ce tion; therefore will I call on him as 
&« long as I live.” 


III, 


As for Gol, his way is perfect; the 
ce word of the Lord is try'd: he is a buck⸗ 
e Jer to all that put their truſt in him.” 
He has punctually fulfilled the word on 
which I relied ; bleſs the Lord, O my foul, 


IV. 


Thy bounty follows me with an unwea- 
ried courſe ; language is too faint to ex- 
preſs thy praiſe: no eloquence can e 
the ſubjet. My heart is warm with the 
ous reflection; I Took upward, and hs 
ly breathe out the unutterable gratitude that 
melts and rejoices my ſoul : 1 ſtaggered at 

thy promiſe through unbelief, and 1 
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thou haſt graciouſly performed thy words. 
If we ſometimes doubt or faulter in our 
faith, yet he abideth faithful who has pro- 


* 


miſed. | 


V. 

With the morning light my health and 
peace are renewed : the cheering influence 
of the ſun, and the ſweeter beams of the dr- 
vine favour, ſhine on my tabernacle. Lord, 
why me? why am I a ranſom'd pardon'd 
ſinner? — Why am I rejoicing among the 
inſtances of ſovereign grace, and unlimited 


clemency. 


VI. 
I boaſted in thy truth, and thou haſt not 


made me aſnamed: my infernal foes are 


contounded, while my faith is crowned 
with ſucceſs. FN 


Oh! who bath taſted of thy clemency 
In greater meaſure, or more oft than I ? 


VII. 


As the week begun, ſo it ends, with a ſe- 
ries of mercy ; language and numbers fail 
7 „ | te 


7 


„„ fe by 
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to reckon thy favours, but this ſhall be my 
eternal employment. | | 


When nature fails, and day and night 
Divide thy works no more, 
My ewer thankful ſoul, O Lord, 

Thy goodneſs ſhall adore. 


SECOND | WE E K. 
I. 
Have ſeen the goings of God my 
“ king in his ſanctuary;“ but O, 
how tranſient the view ! my fins turned 


back thy clemency, and yet I can celebrate 
the wonders of forgiving grace. 


II. 


What do I owe thee, O thou great Fob 
ſerver of men, for eaſy and peaceful ſleep,” 


tor nights unmoleſted with pain and anx- 
ety. 


Thou nt my bed a guard dofi beep 5. 5 
Thine eyes are open while 1 ſleep. 


Not a moment ſlides in which IL am un- 
guarded by thy gracious protection. 
a III. Thanks 
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III. 


Thanks be to God, who has given me 
the victory through the Lord Jeſus Chrit, 
Thou haſt delivered me from the ſnare of 
the fowler, the craft and malice of hell, and 
kept me back from ſinning againſt thee; be 
thine the victory and praiie. Halielujah. 


IV. 


O Lord God of Iſrael, © happy is the 
& man that puiteth his truſt in tee.” I 
left my burden at my feet, and thou haſt 
tultained me; my cares are diſhpated, my 
deſires anſwered. O Who ig a God like 
4% unto thee, near unto all that call upon I ſu 
ee! 5 fa 
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155 Thy ſtrength is manifeſt in weakneſs; 
HE «© Not unto me, O Lord, but to thee be all 

ATR FM ee 

3&4 the glory. 

WEE 08 11; 

UUW For ever thy Hear charming name | ] 
. Shall dwell upon my tongue, 


1 And Jeſus and ſalvation be 
1 7 he theme of SOPs Tut 
l 


— 


' OF THE HEART. 151 


This ſhall be my employment through an 
eternal duration; *tis that alone can mea- 
ſure my gratitude. The Lord Jehovah is 
my ſtrength and ſalvation, he alſo ſhall be 
my ſong. 


VI. 


Every day s experience confirms my faith, 
and brings a freſh evidence of thy goodneſs. 
Thou haft diſpelled my fears, and, to the 
confuſion of my ſpiritual foes, harkened 
to the voice of my diſtreſs. 


VII. 


I will love the Lord, who has heard my 
ſupplications. I made my boaſt in his 
faithfulneſs, and he has anſwered all my 
expectations. 


THIRD RN. 
1 


M. laſt exigence will be ay cloſing 
part of life. Oh! remember me 
then, my God, T hou haſt led me hither- 
to, torlake me not at laſt. Be my ſtrength 
when nature fails, and the flame of lite 1 i» 
M 53 ju 
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zuſt expiring; let thy ſmiles cheer that 
gloomy hour; oh! then let thy gentle voice 
whiſper peace and ineffable conſolation to 
my! ſoul. 


II. 


In fix and in ſeven troubles thou haſt de. 
livered me, and „ been a covert from the 
<< tempeſt, a hiding place from the wind.” 
Hitherto God has helped, and I have dwelt 
ſecure; and here I leave a memorial to thy 
praiſe, a witneſs againſt all my future diſ- 
truſt of thy faithfulneſs and truth. 


. 


Every day of my life increaſes the ſum 
of. thy mercies : the riſing and the ſetting 
ſun, in its conſtant revolution, can witneſs 
the renewal of thy favours ; thou waſt gra. 
ciouſly preſent in an imminent danger; ; by 
thee my bones have been kept entire, and 
thou haſt not ſuffered me to daſh my foct 
againſt a ſtone. 


- 


"IF IV. 


+” ma Bleſs he Lord, o my foul, and al 


e that 1 is. within * bleſs fi holy "Blk 
| ef 


* 125 
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2 
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e Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget 
« not all his benefits; who heals thy diſ- 
ec eaſes, and pardons all thy ſins.” O thou 
the great phyſician of my body, as well as 
of my diſtemper'd ſoul, thou haſt reſtored 
and ſaved me from death and hell! Bleſſed 
Jeſus, thou haſt * taken my infirmities, 
« and borne my ſickneſſes; the chaſtiſe- 


«© ment of my peace was upon thee, and 
by thy ſtripes I am healed.” 


V. 


I ſubſcribe to thy truth, O Lord: I at- 


teſt it in contradiction to infernal malice, to 


all the helliſh ſuggeſtions that would tem 
my heart to diffidence and unbelief, even 
againſt repeated experience, againſt the full. 
eſt evidence of the divine veracity* | 


VI, 


Oh! thou who never ſlumbereſt nor 


fleepeſt, this night thy watchful care has 
kept me from a threatening danger : thy 
eyes were open, while I was ſleeping, ſe- 


cure beneath the covert of thy wings 
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W VII. 


Another, and a greater deliverance has 
erown'd the day: I have found thy grace 
ſufficient in an hour of temptation, thy 
ſrrength has been manifeſt in my weakneſs. 
Thine was the conqueſt; be the crown and 
the glory thine for ever. By thee I have 
triumphed over the ſtratagems of hell: 
« Not unto me, but to thy .name, be the 
« praiſe, O Lord.” 


FOURTH WEEK. 
| I. 
7 IS not one of a thouſand of thy fa. 


vours I can record; but eternity is 
before me, and that unlimited duration ſhall 
be employed to rehearſe the wonders of thy 
grace. Then in the great aſſembly I will 
praiſe thee, I will declare thy faithfulneſs, 
and tell to liſtening angels what thou hat 
done for my foul, even for me, the leaſt in 
thy family, unworthy to wipe the feet of 
the moaneſt of the ſerv ants of my lord. 


II. How 
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II. 


How numberleſs are thy thoughts of love 
to my foul! If I ſhould count them, they 
are more than the ſand on the ſhore, Thou 
haſt again reproved my unbelief, and given 
me a new conviction, that my whole de- 
pendence is on thee ; that ſecond cauſes are 
nothing, but as thou doſt give them effi- 
cacy: all nature obeys thee, and is govern- 
ed at thy command. T7 
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III. 


O my God, Iam again ready to diſtruſt 
thee, and call in queſtion thy faithfulneſs: 
oh | how deep has this curſed weed of infi- 
delity rooted itſelf in my nature, but. thou 
canſt root it out. | 


. 
Again I muſt begin the rehearſal of thy 


mercies, which will never have an end; for 

thou doſt renew the inſtances of thy good- 
neſs to a poor ungrateful ſinner. Thou 

haſt punctually fulfilled the promiſe on 

which I depended: thou haſt granted the 

oy 2 requeſt 
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requeft of my lips, and led me in a plain 
way that I have not ſtumbled. 


V. 


} 


This day I have received an unexpected 
favour. I doubted the ſucceſs indeed, but 
thou haſt gently rebuked my unbelief, and 
convinced me that all things are poſſible 
with thee, and that the hearts of the children 


of men are in thy hands. 


V. 

Whether thou doſt fayour or afflict me, 
J rejoice in the glory of thy attributes in 
whatever inſtances they are diſplayed. Be 
thy honour advanced, whether in mercy or 
in juſtice : I muſt ſtill aſſert the equity of 
thy ways, and aſcribe righteouſeſs to my 
Maker. Yet let me plead with thee, O my 
God, ſince mercy is thy darling attribute, 
oh! let it now be exalted : deal not with 
me in ſeverity, but indulge; for if thou 
ſhouldit mark what is amiſs, who can ſtand 
before thee ? Pe 7 


VII. Thou 
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VII. 


Thou doſt heal my diſeaſes, and renew my 
life; thou art the guardian of my ſleep- 
ing and my waking hours. Glory to my 
God, whoſe eyes never ſlumber. 


FIFTH WE EK. 
1 


HOU knoweſt my ſecret grief, where 
my pain lies, and what are my doubts 
and difficulties. In thy wonted clemency, 
O Lord, diſpel my darkneſs; leave me not 
to any fatal deluſion in an affair of everlaſt- 
ing moment. This is my hour of infor- 
mation and practice; beyond the grave no 
miſtake can be rectified; as the tree falls, 
ſo it muſt for ever lie. OY 


II. 


Thy goodneſs ſtill purſues me, O hea- 
venly Father, with an unwearied courſe; 
new inſtances of thy faithfulneſs reproach 
my unbelief, I ſent up my petition with a 
doubting heart, and yet thou haſt graci- 
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ouſly deigned to encourage my weak end 
ſtaggering faith, which has often wavered 
and failed, even in the view of the brighteſt 
evidence of thy power and truth, 


III. 


The u doſt ſeem reſolved to leave my un- 
belief without excuſe, by renewing the 
glorious conviction of thy clemency and 
truth. O let not the unworthineſs of the 
object turn back thy benignity from its na- 
tural courſe. ; | 


0 


IV. 

How many unrecorded mercies have gli- 
ded along with my fleeting moments into 
thoughtleſs ſilence, and long oblivion ! How 
rome is my ungrateful heart to forget thy 


nefits, or (oh ! amazing guilt) to make 
an ungrateful return 


V. 


Ohl! never let my falſe heart relapſe into 
diſtruſt and unbelief again; thou haſt re- 
buked my folly, and put a new ſong of 
praiſe into my mouth: let thoſe infernal 
luggeſtions vaniſh, that would once object 
againſt 
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againſt thy oft- experienced truth. In this 
I would {till triumph, and inſult all the ma- 
lice of hell. A time will come when thou 
ſhalt be glorified in thy ſaints, when thy 
truth and faithfulneſs ſhall appear in full 
ſplendor, when the beauty of thy attributes 
ſhall be conſpicuous, and clear from every 
blemiſh that the impiety of men, or the ma- 
line of devils, have charged on thy moſt 
righteous providence. | 


Vi. 


Leet me ſtill aſſert, that the ways of God 
are perfect juſtice and truth: I have a freſh 
inſtance of thy goodneſs to boaſt, and yet 
my ungreatful heart is even now ready to 
diſtruſt, The Lord increaſe my faith: let 
thy renewed favours ſilence my unbelief, 


<« to ſhew that the Lord is upright ; he is 


« my rock, and there is no unrighteouſ- 
t“ neſs in him,” | FE 2 


nt 


VII. 


Teach me your language, ye miniſters 


of light, that I may expreſs my wonder and 


gratitudes O thou, who canſt explain the 
ſecret meaning of my ſoul, take the praiſe 
; | that 
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that human words cannot expreſs; accept 
theſe unutterable attempts to praiſe thee, 


SIXTH WEEK, 
1. 


ET me go on, O Moſt Holy, to re- 
cord thy faithfulneſs and truth ; let 

it be engraven in the rock for ever; let it 
be impreſſed on my ſoul, and impoſſible to 
be effaced. What artifice of hell is it that 
ſo often tempts me to diſtruſt thee, and joins 
8 my native depravity to queſtion thy 
truth. | 


IE. 


Oh! may I never forget this remarkable 


preſervation : thy gentle hand ſupported 


me, and underneath were the everlaſting 
arms. Thou haſt kept all my bones, 
% not one of them is broken: thy mercy 
upheld me even when it foreſaw my inſen- 
ſibility and ingratitude. How does my 


guilt heighten thy clemency ! How won 
drous is thy patience, O Lord, and thy 


rich 
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rich grace, that only gently rebuked me 
when thou mighteſt have taken ſevere ven- 
geance on my 7 fins! 


III. 


I muſt again begin the e of thy 
love. Thou haſt eaſed my pain, ſcattered 
. fears, and lengthened out my days. 

may my being be devoted to thee : let 
it be for ſome remarkable ſervice that I am 
reſtored to health again. 


iv. 


I find thy mercies renew'd 64 my fleet- 


ing days, and to rehearſe them ſhall be 


my glad employment, I truſted thee with 
my little affairs, and thou haſt conde- 
ſcended to give me ſucceſs. Lord, what 
is man, that thou doſt thus graciouſly re- 
gard him] Even my ins, my hourly pro- 
vocations, cannot put a check to the courſe 
of thy beneficence; it keeps on its con 

quering way againſt all the oppoſitions of 
my ingratitude and unbelief ; and haſt thou 
not promiſed, O Lord, it mall run paral- 
le! with my life, and meaſure out my 


days ? 
V. Jeſus, 
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Wa © 


Jeſus, my never-failing truſt, I call'q 

on thy name, and thou haft fully anſwer. 
ed my hopes: let thy praiſes dwell on my 
tongue, Jet me breathe thy name to the lait 
ſpark of life. Thou haſt ſcattered my 
ears, and been gracious beyond all my 
hopes: my faint and doubting prayers have 
not been rejected; but eh! how ſlow are 
my returns of praiſe, how backward my 
acknowledgments. | 


"Who 


Never have I truſted thee in vain; Lord, 
increaſe my faith ; confirm it by a con- 
tinued ſeries of thy bounty ? add this fa- 
vour to the reſt, for faith is the gift of God, 
an attainment above reaſon or nature. I 
am now waiting for the accompliſhment of 
a promiſe : oh! ſhew. me thy mercy and 
truth; add this one inſtance to the reſt, 
and for ever filence the ſuggeſtions of hel], 
and my own infidelity. 


VII. 


- How rooted is this curſed principle of 
unbelief, that ean yet diſtruſt thee after ſo 
5 many 


* 
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many recorded inſtances of thy love? How 
long will it be ere my wavering ſoul ſhall 
entirely confide in thy ſalvation! oh! my 
God, pity my weakneſs, give new vigour 
to my faith, and let me take up my reſt in 

thee for ever. | | 
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